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SHARANAGATI - FRIDAY ISSUES 
 
 

1. Not theories but direct experience 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 11.01.2009. Sofia) 

 
 
 

Etavad eva jigyasam/ tattva-djigyasunatmanah/ anvaya-vyatirekabhyam/ yat syat 
sarvatra sarvada – “A person who is searching after the Supreme Absolute Truth, the 
Personality of Godhead, most certainly search for it up to this, in all circumstances, in all 
space and time, and both directly and indirectly.1 

So, the four main verses from “Shrimad-bhagavatam” tell us the secret, tell us the 
picture, tell us the method, and finally give us the instruction: “Do it!” In this ultimate verse 
Shri Krishna describes again Himself – that the Supreme Truth exists all times, everywhere, 
always. Absolute existence exists. Still we are in the searchers’ phase. What we have 
discussed many times – we should not be satisfied with simply searching the truth, we should 
also find something. From the searchers we should step forward, to become practitioners.  

But how to perform our search? Sometimes? Or here and there? Or with half speed? 
No, you have to do it in full speed, all times and under all circumstances. Until we simply 
search for something, we are not sure if it exists. We hope and we pray, but immediately 
when you hold it in your hands you feel it, you know it for sure.  

There are two types of searchers. One is following the direct method and the other is 
following the indirect method. If you search indirectly, then you try to see what is not the 
Supreme. If we search for Krishna, it is easy to identify what is not Krishna. This is indirect. 
Maybe you do not see the supreme goal, but you can see at least the footsteps. Or you can see 
the action of divinity. This is easier, still this is not a direct method. 

What is the direct method? The direct method is the devotional way. If you remove 
your glasses and if you have direct vision. Direct perception of the absolute reality the 
beautiful. Actually this is our path – to try to search for Shri Krishna, reality the beautiful. 
And this search we have to carry on not whimsically, but systematically. Not with empty 
expectations, but with full dedication. Because the more dedication we have, the brighter 
vision we shall achieve.  

So, the direct method for the absolute search – this is bhakti-yoga, when following the 
spiritual master we positively try to understand who is this Absolute Truth, who is this person. 
And this search is not simply a theoretical search, but we are looking for Krishna in a very 
special way. We want to perceive Him. We are not satisfied with some theoretic approach 
contained in books, hidden in some antique places. No, we are searching for direct 
experience. But experience without dedication will not happen. God is all-powerful, Krishna 
is all-powerful, but the pure devotee is even more powerful than Him. So the direct method 
means you become very close to the Absolute. Theoretically you cannot love somebody. We 
can love somebody only practically. There is no other way. So we are not searching for 
theories about divine love, but we are searching for direct experience. And following the 
footsteps and the instructions of our spiritual masters, we have a hope to come to such a 
platform, where we shall be able to perceive the Lord.  
 
 

                                                 
1 Srimad Bhagavatam  2.9.36 
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2. Devotional elite 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 11.01.2009, Sofia) 

 
 
 

You know, pride is a natural part of human nature, of human character. People are 
proud of anything that they have or what they do not have. “I have achieved something” – 
therefore they are proud. “I have renounced something” – and therefore they are proud. We 
take all the stupid reasons to be proud. “I know something” – and then you are proud. “I do 
not know anything!” – well, you cannot be too much proud of this. But usually people build 
such vanguard groups, elite groups. And if we examine and study deeply the spiritual science, 
you can be spiritual elite in this way. Because you know much. Or if you are an active person 
and you perform much, you become active elite. Should vaishnavas, devotees become some 
elite group? What do you think? 

Somebody: Yes, they should. Because there is a verse where Krishna says that 
whatever great person is doing the others will follow2.  

Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, that is true. But, you know, our scale of measuring who is great 
and who is small… I think the worldly and the spiritual scales are little different. In the 
material world they measure you according to the capacity of your car. If it is big enough then 
you are a great personality, right? Or – after your bank account, or whatever. When you meet 
a pure devotee – no car, no bank account, no influence, no nothing… And what is his 
message? “Be humble, serve God unconditionally, do not expect anything in return…” Who 
will follow this message?! So maybe our priorities are a little different from the worldly 
priorities. And do not forget, that today this is Kali-yuga – outside. Outside there this is Kali-
yuga prominent. Here this is not Kali-yuga! And not even Satya-yuga; this is the spiritual sky. 
Because we come together on devotional principles. We are sitting here because we want to 
be a real elite group. Not a bank account elite, not a Maserati elite. Not even elite on spiritual 
science. Rather devotees should become an elite group of feelings. We should be able to feel 
for Krishna – how much we can dedicate ourselves to His service, how much we can offer to 
Him, and how much we are ready to give that also which we wanted to preserve for ourselves. 
Our measurement for being an elite group is only this – how much dedication we can offer to 
Krishna.  

Actually this is the message of this last verse3 – that either you search directly or 
indirectly, you should carry out this search until you find it. Do not stop before. Go to the 
limit; and beyond. We should practice surrender to the utmost limit. Not only little dedication 
and then big expectation. Opposite – full service, full dedication and no expectation. You 
know: no expectation, no frustration. 

It is said: with scientific explanations or deep understanding, but either by much 
listening or paying attention – you cannot reach the Lord. Only those will reach Him whom 
He chooses. So ultimately we depend on His choice. But for such a person, whom He 
chooses, He will show Himself in reality. So, if you will belong to the feeling elite, you can 
be part of the chosen ones. We have to prepare ourselves for this journey. 

 
 
 

                                                 
2 “Bhagavad-gita” 3.21 
3 “Shrimad-bhagavatam” 2.9.36 
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3. Sons and daughters of nectar 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 11.01.2009, Sofia) 

 
 
 

The whole Vedic literature supports our search. What is the most wide-spread mantra 
in the Vedas? 

Shyamasundara: Probably it is om. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, and what is om? Om is a big “yes”. With this om all the Vedic 

literature says: “Yes! What you are searching for, it exists. Go, you will find it!” And actually 
it is there. No! Actually it is here! Here and now – only remove the veil of your eyes.  

And it is also said that you are born of the nectar. “O, sons and daughters of nectar, 
you are born in oceans of nectar. This is your birth right, your inheritance. Search for that 
nectar, it belongs to you, and do not be satisfied with anything else then nectar.” Devotional 
service is the key to that nectar. Therefore we have to carry out that search to the utmost limit. 
This should be our inner determination. Catch the hands of your brothers and sisters. And 
with the other two hands – because you have this divine four-hand form – just catch the lotus 
feet… ah, maybe not the lotus feet, but the end part of the dhoti of your spiritual masters. 
Always have his example in front of your spiritual eyes. And try to search for Krishna with 
the best of your qualities, with the best of your offerings – and this is our feelings.  

The pick achievement of existence is consciousness. And the pick experience of 
consciousness is spiritual bliss. Sat-chit-ananda. We exist, you all have some understanding, 
some knowledge, search for the satisfaction of your heart and soul. With Krishna you can find 
it easy. Therefore om, yes, go on with your search. What you are looking for, it exists. The 
Divine Couple is the goal and dedicated service is the way.  

So, if we consider these eight verses – four main form the “Gita”4 and four main from 
the “Bhagavatam”5 -  Krishna started in the “Gita” that “I exist” and here in the last, final 
verse of the four main from “Shrimad-bhagavatam” He says: “Search for Me!” So we can say 
that this spiritual journey, spiritual search for the human being, this story starts and ends with 
You.  

 
 
 

4. Not an easy and empty propaganda 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 11.01.2009, Sofia) 

 
 
Question of Yugala Kishora: Gurudev, you said that the perfect situation is when 

you dedicate everything and expect nothing in return. But in our condition this is difficult to 
be achieved. And for a beginner it can be very discouraging. How to approach such a 
beginner in order not to be frightened and to keep his enthusiasm? Because anyway for the 
beginner this is the real situation, he is having some expectations, they can be minimum 
expectations, but they exist. 

Tirtha Maharaj: The difference between the rat and the squirrel is not big. But the 
squirrel has better PR. I do not know if this is an answer to your question. We can make the 
PR for Krishna, so that we can sell His picture in a better way, but actually He is all-attractive. 
Still, sometimes, for those, who are not ready to jump, He uses certain different methods to 
                                                 
4 “Bhagavad-gita” 10.8-11 
5 “Shrimad-bhagavatam” 2.9.33-36 
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convince people. What kind of methods? A little earthquake here and there or some other type 
of material suffering. Sometimes He makes miracles here and there. Or He makes promises:  
“Just come to Me, join My campaign, you will be happy!” There is this very beautiful special 
place in Vrindavana, this very meaningful temple where there is a tree, under which Krishna 
was playing His flute. This is the Vamshi-vata tree. In this place Krishna plays the flute to 
invite the souls to join His group. The flour of that temple is covered with marble. What is the 
color? Black and white. Just imagine, all the flour is covered with black and white tiles. It is a 
big yard around the tree, the tree is in the middle. Around on the wall the rasa dance is 
depicted – one Krishna, one gopi, one Krishna, one gopi, one Krishna, one gopi – just to show 
that He is not playing His flute in vain. There are some who join His campaign. Sometimes 
He really makes His invitation, but when you start your search or when you start to join His 
campaign then He says: “Why did you come? What you are searching for? Why you do not 
go home? This is not nice that you are running up and down here in the dead of the night.” It 
makes your heart break. And that is also depicted in the yard of this temple, because in certain 
places you see some silver drops on the black and white marble. Which is definitely not some 
metal there, but the condensed teardrops of the devotees, whose loving search for Krishna is 
so intensive that they cannot tolerate without tears. And as Shrila Sadhu Maharaj says: “Life 
is suffering, so let’s suffer for Krishna!”  

We should not make an easy and empty propaganda on Him. We should not cheat 
people. We should tell them that if you join Krishna’s campaign you will have some troubles. 
But these troubles are meaningful. These are for you, not against you! We have to be realistic. 
Nevertheless if you do not join the devotional campaign, you will lose something? What? 
More suffering, more problems? No! You will lose the nectar. Because just remember the 
times before you have met the devotees. What was the quality of your life? Happy illusion. 
And what is the quality of your life now? Struggling spiritually. To be realistic.  

But this struggle is worth fighting. And you know, to tell you the truth, I would not 
exchange a drop of this suffering for the whole happiness outside in this world.  

You are a good cook, so you know that a pinch of the opposite taste will bring out the 
original, the majority of taste. Therefore – these are secret teachings, do not pay attention – to 
make a really good khalva, sweet like anything, you have to add a little salt. Opposition 
enhances the beauty.  

Devotional life is sweet – with a bitter drop even in the sweetest moments. But we 
have to decide whether it is so sweet, that it becomes bitter, or it is so bitter, that it is already 
sweet. Never mind, the taste will be very similar.  
 
 
 

5. First-class preaching 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 11.01.2009, Sofia) 

 
 
How to preach, how to show bhakti in such a way to people, so that they should take 

the courage to jump into darkness. How to preach? Let me tell you a story. 
When the first Hungarian “Bhagavad-gita” was printed, our Gurudev brought one of 

these “Gitas” to Shrila Prabhupad in Vrindavan. This was the season for mangoes. You know, 
Prabhupad liked mangoes very much. And he also had one favourite sweet. What was the 
favourite sweet of Shrila Prabhupad? Sandesh. Have you ever tested sandesh? So Gurudev 
was buying some ripe mangoes and some sandesh on a market place. And with the fruits and 
the sweets and the “Bhagavad-gita” he was approaching Shrila Prabhupad. You know, in 
India they wrap everything in newspapers. Prapbhupad was opening the mangoes, smelling, 
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touching a little bit if it is ripe enough and he told to one devotee: “Al right, go and peel, and 
bring it back to me.” Until that time he was checking the “Gita”, he was always very satisfied 
if some achievement happened, and they were discussing with Gurudev some points of 
philosophy, when the sandesh and the mango arrived. Prabhupad started to eat and then he 
said: “You see, this is the best way of preaching – first-class philosophy, first-class 
prasadam.”  

So give people something sweet. Very high quality philosophy, first-class smell, 
incense, good people, quality people, some service is also there, but singing, dancing, eating – 
the holy trinity of Gaudia Vaishnavism. Prabhupad says, everybody likes such a process 
where you can eat, dance, sing. But this is the PR. Somebody has to wash the pots also.  

Still Krishna is all-attractive. And irrespective of any bad news, He will exercise His 
attractive power over people. And if we try to follow Him and our spiritual masters in a 
moderate and nice way, then we shall meet nice people. 
 
 
 

6. Energy input 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 10.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
 
According to our spiritual science, this is the tradition: before starting anything– 

significant or insignificant in our life – we should pray. Life is very important. And time is 
also very important. We should use the best years of our life for the best purpose.  

In order to maintain life we need some energy. How and where to obtain this energy? 
Eating, you say. Because by eating I get my energy and I am happy and I am strong. Is that 
true? "Yes!" happily we say, because we belong to the prasad sampradaya. So happily we 
say: "Yes, eating is a spiritual practice." And this is true, still that energy you put into your 
body by the foodstuffs will be transformed into special substances. What is the ultimate result 
of eating? Little biology, what will happen soon after? One part that we eat will be 
transformed into another substance. But meanwhile inside the body everything that gives you 
the strength to keep the body in good shape is also provided by this transformation. That 
means from the solid foodstuff the bones will be supported. If we drink – it's another input of 
energy. Again there will be some waste material that is extracted from the body, but another 
part will be transformed into blood. And the third type of input is the fire or breath, or air – 
depends on the vision. So when you breathe in the result will be that you breathe out. And it 
will be transformed in the body into…? 

Dani: Thought. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Correct! This is the mind. The three elements of human structure – 

bones, blood and mind, thoughts. Because men as species are generally too much after the 
mind, especially the male ones. They are too much this brain type. Easy for ladies, because 
they are more emotional, because bhakti as a path is the path of emotions. Still now in this 
room the proportion of genders is very unusual. Because usually the proportion is the opposite 
- nine ladies and one man. Here we have a different setup – why? Because we desperately 
search for perfection. And we want this very special, high type of energy - not only by eating, 
drinking and breathing, but by prayer.  

We all know the effect of eating – when you are hungry and you eat, you are satisfied. 
Shrila Shridhara Maharaj says, there are three effects of eating – your sense of missing 
something will be pacified, second you will feel satisfied and third – you will gain some 
energy. This we all feel. Or if you are thirsty and you drink, you will see the effect. Especially 
if you drink alcohol you will see the effect without doubt. Others will also see the effect. So 
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whatever type of energy you put into your body, there will be some effect. Breathing – less 
people understand what is the type of your breathing, what is the type of air that you take. 
Because this is more hidden, less understood by people. What to speak of the power of the 
prayers or the mantras.  

But have you ever thought about the air, what is the air around us? The air is what you 
breathe in, right? But the air is what God breathes out. This is the exchange. He is giving and 
we are receiving. So there is a chance to see His presence at every step. 

In order to achieve anything in this lifetime we must obtain the power and the energy 
of the highest platform – and this is done by prayers, by meditation, by chanting mantras. So 
please, make an experiment. We know eating and energy. Please, make an experiment by 
chanting and energy. You will see how a divine mood will come to you. And I would not 
want to enter more into details here, because theoretically we can discuss this topic for ages – 
with no result. But if you give a try, you will see.  

 
 
 

7. The home taste 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 10.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
The prayers in the beginning of "Bhagavad-gita" are very significant. Why? Because it 

starts with the prayer to the spiritual master: om agyana timirandhasya… "I was born in 
darkest ignorance, but my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torchlight of knowledge." 
To give the diagnosis – "I was born in illusion, in the darkest ignorance. But my spiritual 
master opened my eyes with the torchlight of knowledge." Actually this mantra comes from 
vaishnava tantras and tantra means "practice" or "collection of practical advices. So this act 
of prayer and being connected to the high ones will result in a big change, a big shift of our 
mentality from ignorance into knowledge. Do you need some energy for that transformation? 
We need a lot of energy for that. Because without outside energy practically it is impossible to 
achieve the standard of divine knowledge. Although all the secrets are written in the hearts of 
people, still the conditions are so strong that to remove the conditions, to remove the veil of 
illusion is practically impossible without external help. Therefore for this transformation we 
need this blessed energy. Then from the darkness we can come to the light.  

But in our spiritual practice we are trained to take a special type of energy in the form 
of foodstuffs. We select our foodstuffs. Many of us were following the course of acharya-ji 
Jugala Kishor Prabhu, I am only praying for his prasadam. And we have learned that not all 
types of foodstuffs are beneficial for spiritual practice, but certain. In the same way, not all 
type of knowledge is favorable for your spiritual practices, but special one. So we should be 
very careful about the intake of knowledge. Because as we have said many times, this is not 
the information, this is the transformation.  

And then, when the transformation has changed, again I have to do something – this is 
to offer my respects. Actually this is the price we have to pay. Is that much to bow your head 
a little bit? A little bit… It is not much. But don’t think that you can buy Krishna by little 
nodding your heads. It is not that cheep.  

So, be very careful about the source of your knowledge. And be very grateful to God 
to provide you the foodstuff, the water, the air and the knowledge. I think here you have very 
special good water, right? When you are travelling in a distant country, you have to take the 
water of that country and then you return to Bulgaria and again you take this "Devin" water, 
or what else – "Gorna Banya" water, then what is your feeling?  

Kripadham: We feel at home. 
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Tirtha Maharaj: Correct!  We feel at home. Why? Because we are conditioned by the 
taste. Actually, we are desperately searching for the taste. The home taste. Because you have 
been taking this water from very early lifetime, from your childhood. And this is not only the 
water, but this is the spirit of the water that you take. And that will have an effect on your 
whole structure – body and consciousness, everything. Therefore when you meet that taste 
again, it is not only the taste, but the whole effect on you. Therefore you will feel at home – 
yes, this is the original taste. Then you will feel: I am not in a foreign land, I am at home. In 
the same way we are searching for the original rasa, adi-rasa. Because your soul belongs to a 
different, higher world. Where there are also foodstuffs, water and thoughts. Feelings also. So 
whenever you will reach that home, immediately by the taste you will recognize: yes, now I 
feel at home!  

But what to do until we are still here in this temporary home? What to do? 
Dani: To search for the other one.  
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, correct. But for example you can offer your food. Because in 

this way this will be not some relative food coming from material world, but if it is accepted 
by Krishna, it will be His foodstuff. That is the special taste of prasadam. We all know the 
ingredients; it's not the salt, something else. When He is accepting, then the special taste will 
come. In the same way with water. He says: "I am the taste of water."6 And also the thoughts, 
the ideas. If you offer the ideas as sacrifice, then they will represent the divine realm. 
Especially if your thoughts and offerings are accepted by Krishna. In this way we can taste the 
original, first taste, adi-rasa. That means, we take prasadam. Because He is providing the 
foodstuffs on any platform.  

Practically all of you here are fathers and mothers, or future fathers and mothers. 
When the kids are small, usually you don’t have big problems. Small kids, small problem; big 
kid, big problem. So be prepared. Because time will come, when your sons and daughters will 
be cleverer – at least, they will feel – cleverer than you. And they will fight for their freedoms. 
And in a desperate moment father will ask: "Whose bread you are eating, my dear one?!" This 
is your ultimate try to control the kid. Because we know, if somebody pays the bill, if 
somebody pays the bread, you have to obey that person. Until we are young we do not 
understand this principle. Until you eat the bread, you don’t understand this. As soon as you 
finance the bread, you will understand this.  

In the same way our Supreme Lord finances you in every possible way. He is paying 
your bills, He is growing the wheat. So please, obey Him, because this is nice. In this way we 
should be always connected to Him. So eat the prasadam, drink the offered water, take the 
best thoughts and teachings – in this way you can absorb the divine mentality.  

 
 
 

8. Unified harmony 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 10.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
 

It is said later on in the prayers in the beginning of "Bhagavad-gita": "vande'ham shri 
gurun…". First this "om agyana" was to the spiritual master in general. "Gurun" is in plural. 
That means not only one, I have many masters. So I offer my respects to all who are my 
masters. Therefore it is said that you cannot achieve perfection only by one, following one 
master. You agree? 

Kripadham: No. Totally disagree.  

                                                 
6 "Bhagavad-gita"7.8 
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Tirtha Maharaj: Why not? 
Kripadham: Because it is hard to devote to many people, it is easier to devote to one 

person, to focus your love on one person. There is always one that you are more devoted to 
then the rest.  

Tirtha Maharaj: This is partial, fanatic!  
Kripadham: Yes, it is. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Radically fanatic! But if we examine this question, whether we 

should follow one person or many persons, what is your opinion – one or many?  
Manohari: One. 
Dani: I think that actually we are taking advices and knowledge from many people, 

because they give us different point of view, but at the end we have in most of the cases one 
main authority, that combines and explains all these views in one simple view.  

Paramananda: I think we follow many until we find the one.  
Damodar: I was thinking of the "one for all, all for one" principle. Maybe some 

combination of the two.  
Prana Krishna: One.  
Tirtha Maharaj: This is a radical group here!  
Yashoda: My feeling is close to Dani's. We are following Shri Guru, but in the form 

of one very specific person.  
Dragi: I think we have one guru. 
Devanath: Many. 
Premananda: My version is that love of God may come to us through any soul, but 

the savior is one. 
Prema-lata: I cannot say anything more after that. 
Tirtha Maharaj: We should come to point of agreement although all of you have 

come with personal, private opinions. But the real vision is to have a unified harmony. And 
actually by following one we shall follow many and by following many we shall follow one. 
Because even if you focus on your private spiritual master as a person, by that you will follow 
the whole parampara, the whole traditional line. So in one person you will find many. And if 
you follow the advice and the teachings and wisdom of many qualified persons, there you will 
find the one unified basic principle. And this is Krishna's function as guru. Shrila Shridhara 
Maharaj describes it extremely deep – how this divine principle is extended to the human 
beings. Therefore in the one we should worship the many and in the many we should worship 
the one. That is the complete vision. That is the synthesis. Because until we have only one 
thesis, we shall meet some antithesis. This is the world of dualities, but to overcome the 
dualities we should come to the synthesis platform. 

Question of Premananda: If you could comment on a statement that I have heard. It 
was discussing the difference between shiksha-guru and diksha-guru. And it was said that the 
shiksha-guru is the person, who will tell you: "Look, my boy, there at the corner is the shop, 
there is bread, go and buy." And diksha-guru will tell the same, but also give you the money 
to buy. 

Tirtha Maharaj: Really?! My God! I'm in trouble! And…? 
Premananda: This was how the difference between the two types of guru was 

explained to a person, who don’t know, haven’t heard what is the one, what is the other. If 
you would like to comment. 

Tirtha Maharaj: Well, it's very nice explanation. I did not know that. If I knew it 
before…  

As a basic understanding it might help people. But actually the guru principle is one. 
And many. So the one is manifested in many forms. And many different forms are focused on 
one essential point. So we cannot really say that one guru is better or more important then the 
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other. Because from that point of view we should say, we should understand the guru is one, 
it's a divine principle, it’s a divine help, extended to us. And for some the diksha-guru is most 
important. For others shiksha-guru is more important. For one person nama-guru is 
important, for the other the mantra-guru is important. For the other the sannyasa-guru is 
important. For the next one the rasa-guru is important. So, there are so many gurus! So many 
masters we have! But as one of you mentioned, savior is one. That specific person, through 
whom the most inspiration comes to us – this is our savior. And it might be any type of these 
gurus. Some say that even your mind can be your guru. And many follow that parampara. 
But first the mind should be purified, then it will be a real advisor. So practically if we have 
the vision and if we have the necessity to obtain some advice – there is no limit for this. 
According to your taste you will find advice. But Krishna does not depend either on diksha or 
on shiksha. He can give you diksha through shiksha and he can give you shiksha through 
diksha – whatever He likes He can do. He is not limited. Your conception is limited; He is not 
limited.  

 
 
 

9. Sun in drops of dew 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 10.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
 

Question of Kripadham: My question is related to the last topic we discussed, the 
master, and more specifically with the mood of the master. From one hand it is said that each 
master has his own mood and that is what differentiates the different masters. From the other 
hand it is said that each master represents the mood of his master, he of his and so forth. So 
my question is finally what mood are we following? And following this, what kind of service 
shall we achieve?  

Tirtha Maharaj: It's a kind of tricky question. The one sun is reflected in the many 
drops of dew. So what taste we are following? We are following the original taste. And 
through all these little pearls, finally we can come to the one sun. Because it is Krishna's 
power, manifested here and there and He unifies all the different rasas, all the different 
feelings, moods, knowledge – whatever.  

But what is more interesting in your question is if we have a private taste, private 
mood so to say, or the mood of someone else? But surrender means that you surrender your 
private taste, you give up your private taste. Then the taste and the mood and the influence of 
someone will exercise its mercy on you. And you cannot give up one condition without taking 
shelter in the higher condition. So if you want to get rid of your, so to say, private mood, your 
selfish mood, you have to take shelter of divine mood. As I said, our mind, our understanding 
is limited; the divine part is not limited. Where we see difference, Krishna sees unity. But the 
opposite is also true – where we see unity, Krishna will see diversity.  
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10. A life and death question 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 10.07.2009, Sofia) 
 
 

Dani: My question is on the topics that you have discussed on the lecture about eating, 
drinking, breathing and praying. Without eating man can handle few weeks, then he dies. 
Without drinking he can live less time, without breathing even less. And if we don’t pay too 
much attention to praying it turns out that we are actually dead.  

Tirtha Maharaj: Correct. We didn’t even take birth. 
Dani: So if Gurudev can elaborate on this specific type of death state that we are in 

now. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Ah, I thought that we should discuss life!  
Prayer is a very subtle channel of energy. Therefore those, who are too much 

conditioned by matter, it is very difficult for them to believe that it exists. Still it is there. 
Truth is never compromised by your lack of knowledge. And if we try to get some inspiration 
and take some experience on that platform, then we can say it, we can tell it to others. 

But all traditions know that without first dying for matter you cannot be born again for 
spirit. This is the transformation that we are searching for. The more subtle the energy, the 
greater the achievement. In the beginning we make small steps and we think that we have 
achieved something great. Later on you will make big leaps and you will think: "Ah, I did not 
achieve anything." And this is the correct way, the proper way of progress.  

But again I should say: what can we describe by words about this?! Give a try. 
Chanting mantras or prayers is just like a blessing thunderbolt. When you touch your mala it 
is just like the universal energies vibrating between your fingers. Krishna is playing the fifth 
note on His flute, and that is the note of divine love. And we respond to His call. So prayers – 
it is a great science. Be selfless there. You should not start the story with yourself and end it 
with yourself. Try to forget about yourself. And then you will see the results.  

And actually this is a life and death question. Because whatever is here is part of the 
illusory game. Everything will be finished here, everything! What will remain? Not so much. 
But what is not much by the material standard, this is extremely great by the spiritual 
standards. So we should not run for these fantasies: "I am a great teacher! I am a great saint! I 
am this and that! We have the biggest temple in Sofia! And the greatest ego on the planet 
earth." What's the use of having great material achievements? You will lose them. Whatever 
you do not give to Krishna, you will lose it. So better we give the surplus of energy that we 
generate by chanting and prayers by dedicating it to others and offer it back to Krishna. 

Therefore the best prayer is the glorification prayer. It is not the prayer when you ask 
something or when you try to escape something. And if you check the "Shrimad 
Bhagavatam", eighty percent of the prayers there are glorifications. And we don’t understand 
why, it’s so boring, again repeating the same story: "You are great, You are nice, You are 
high…" Why it is stressed so much? Because this is the best prayer. That is life.  

But as it is said, with one ass you cannot ride two horses, you cannot live for the world 
and for God also. First we have to die and then we can be born again. And when you are born 
again you will see, that you didn’t really died. First you feel when you are very bold and very 
strong: "Ah, no risk, no gain!" Then when you are a little less neophyte, you will see: "Ah, all 
risk, no gain…" This is the sadhaka platform – you practice, you practice and you feel: "Ah, 
Krishna has taken away this false conception from me, Krishna has taken away that 
achievement from me; what is He giving?!" But then, later on, when you achieve your goals 
you will find: "No risk, all gain Because He is a merciful God. Whenever you thought that "I 
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have to risk something", He was putting the money in your pocket to buy you bread. No risk. 
And all gain. It's not only bread, it’s a chapati!  

 
 

 
11. In the world of sound 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 14.07.2009, Trigrad) 
 
 

I don’t know if you have noticed, but usually when we go to new or unknown places, 
the place needs a little tuning. Sometimes we have to make cleaning here and there, 
collecting, other times we have to surcharge the place with spiritual energies. For example 
Varvara – the place is nice, but after few days of practicing the place became very nice.  

In the same way, if we do our practice, the environment will change. And if the 
outside environment changes, just think how much the inside environment should change. We 
go to different places, we have to – so to say – purify all these places one by one. But you 
bring your inner environment to each and every place. We have to purify that also. And there 
is a proverb saying that if you bring a combine in heaven, it will still say its "Bu-bu-bu", 
remains the same, irrespective of the environment. Don’t be like the combine – all the same 
"Bu-bu-bu". Sometimes you should say: "Hare Krishna!" or "Jay Radhe!" Because that will 
change the inside environment.  

Sounds have very big importance. Therefore somehow we should always resonate the 
divine sounds. There are sounds of different qualities: sounds of destruction, sounds of 
stupidity and sounds of purification. Be intelligent, decide what kind of resonance you want to 
enter. Because it is said, actually in many different traditions, that the world was created by 
resonance. For example in Bible it is said that the world was created by word, logos. And this 
is an active principle, not only a resonance, but creative sound. In the same way Vedas also 
describe that the world was created by sound vibration. With sounds you can hurt people, you 
can kill them, you can build magic and you can build extra-magic. Because divinity is also 
reflected in the sound. Krishna is there everywhere, but in the world of sound He is the 
mahamantra. Who is He in the world of vision?  

Dani: Murti. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, the murti. And if we broaden our vision, He is the harmony. 

And who is He in the inside environment?  
Who is God in the inner world? 
Kripadham: Generally of specifically? Generally is Paramatma. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes. And specifically? 
Kripadham: I did not see Him yet.  
Yashoda: Ishta-deva. 
Tirtha Maharaj: All right. Or some lotus feet, right? We have a hazy picture, but 

some kind of feet. So, the world is created of number of smaller worlds and universes. But 
Krishna is present in each and every field, in each and every world and we have to carry on a 
search to find Him, to recognize Him, to never lose Him. Nothing is independent of divine 
will. Therefore we are very fortunate if we can connect to the Lord through sound. And 
bhajan is like a very powerful instrument to amplify the spiritual vibration. 
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12. Like the sun and the moon 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 14.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
 

"Even a person with no knowledge can immediately acquire all knowledge simply by 
the benediction of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. Therefore I am praying to the Lord for His 
causeless mercy upon me. I offer my respectful obeisances unto Śrī Kṛṣṇa Caitanya and Lord 
Nityānanda, who are like the sun and the moon. They have arisen simultaneously on the 
horizon of Gauḍa7 to dissipate the darkness of ignorance and thus wonderfully bestow 
benediction upon all."8 

We should note that where there is sun and moon combined, nothing wrong can enter. 
This is very powerful protection. Therefore the yogis practice hatha, right – sun and moon – 
because nothing wrong can enter if the power of the sun and the power of the moon are 
combined. One eye of the Supreme Lord is the sun, the other eye is the moon. And in 
innumerable places you will find these dualities which nevertheless reflect the unity. In the 
same way Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Nityananda Prabhu are compared to the sun and the 
moon. On the basic platform Mahaprabhu is compared to the full moon, right, benedictive 
moon. But here this lunar power is dedicated to Nityananda, and He is the archetype of guru. 
Why? Because the full moon can create light in the dark night. In the same way spiritual 
master can create light, lightness in our dark heart or brain or whatever. Still the moonlight is 
very mystical – although bright, but still covering the truth in a very beautiful silver light. 
Have you ever tried to drive during a full moon night in your car without the lights on? You 
did! And how was it? 

Dani: Beautiful! Magical! 
Tirtha Maharaj: But it does not really work, this is the problem. Because those secret 

lights are not for such simple activities as driving cars. So in the same way the secret lights 
coming from the enlightened masters help us, but I am not sure if we fully understand what 
they mean. Nevertheless what can we do – offer respects and pray for more benedictions. 
Because "even if one has no knowledge, he can obtain full knowledge by blessings." Do you 
agree? 

Paramananda: I want to agree. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Good. That means you don’t. You have ideals. 
Paramananda: I agree. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Everybody is so obedient? Unusual! Unexpected! But we should 

have firm faith in these teachings. Because there is no limit of this science. No end of the 
revealed scriptures. And if we start with argumentation, there is no end of arguments. You can 
stress a point and somebody comes with stronger arguments and he will overstress your point. 
Therefore Narada Muni says, arguments are not final authorities.  Still by following a person 
who knows it is very easy to achieve the goal. Right, if you have to search for a destination on 
your own, it is not sure that you will find it easily. But if you have a guide, then it is very easy 
to find. So the power of blessings is very high.  

 

                                                 
7 Bengal 
8 "Chaitanya Charitamrita" Madhya-lila, 1.1-2 
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13. The three main deities of Vrindavana 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 14.07.2009, Trigrad) 
 

 
"Glory to the all-merciful Rādhā and Madana-mohana! I am lame and ill-advised, yet 

They are my directors, and Their lotus feet are everything to me. In a temple of jewels in 
Vṛndāvana, underneath a desire tree, Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Govinda, served by Their most 
confidential associates, sit upon an effulgent throne. I offer my humble obeisances unto Them. 
May Gopīnāthajī, who attracts all the gopīs with the song of His flute and who has begun the 
most melodious rāsa dance on the bank of the Yamunā in Vaḿśīvaṭa, be merciful upon us."9  

Here Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami prays to the three main deities of Vrindavana – 
Madana-mohan, Govinda and Gopinath.  

Sanatana Goswami established the worship of Madan-mohan and Madan-mohan 
represents the attractive feature of Krishna. He will capture your heart. Therefore Sanatana 
Goswami is also the protector of all those, who want to take shelter, who are searching for 
shelter. And he is the emblematic figure of diksha-guru. Because diksha means you achieve 
your shelter. So all those who are searching for their shelter or a spiritual guide should pray to 
Sanatana Goswami and Madana-mohan. And Sanatana Goswami was giving all the practical 
duties, dos and don'ts of the spiritual progress in order to help us achieve that shelter.  

The second person is Rupa Goswami and he established the worship of Govinda. You 
know that the best pronunciation of Krishna's name is Govinda. Because He makes you 
happy, satisfies your heart and soul. Rupa Goswami is the shiksha-guru acharya, he is the 
shelter of the instructing masters. So those who need instructions they should pray to Rupa 
Goswami and they will get instructions. Therefore he is considered the shastra-guru of the 
whole sampradaya.  

And finally the third aspect of Krishna-lila is Gopinath, the Lord of the gopis and this 
ideal is personified by Raghunath das Goswami. We can say that he is the shelter of the rasa-
guru. And in his books he describes the topmost aspects of lilas. His major composition is 
"Vilapa-kusumanjali"; that means "A bouquet of lamentation" –some little drops are added to 
the beauty of collection of flowers. So if we are searching for the bitter-sweet taste, then we 
should go to Him.  

Of course it does not mean that Sanatana or Rupa Goswami has given less, that they 
give only sweet, too sweet and better we go to Raghunath das to get some little drops of 
bitterness, because this is only for the qualified tasters of rasa; neophytes can taste the 
sweetness, the more elevated can taste the bitterness… No. They all serve you. They all serve 
us. They help us understand a little bit this spiritual science from the abc to xyz. Because this 
is a long path and we need many, many instructions, even we need many instructors. And as 
we agreed, in the one we meet the many, and in the many we meet the one. In one guru you 
meet many instructors and in the many instructors you will find the same one guru.  

 
 

                                                 
9 "Chaitanya Charitamrita" Madhya-lila, 1.3-5 
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14. Synopsis of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's life 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 14.07.2009, Trigrad) 
 
 
"All glories unto Śrī Gaurahari, who is an ocean of mercy! All glories unto You, the 

son of Śacīdevī, for You are the only friend of all fallen souls! All glories unto Lord 
Nityānanda and Advaita Prabhu, and all glories unto all the devotees of Lord Caitanya, 
headed by Śrīvāsa Ṭhākura! I have previously described in synopsis the ādi-līlā [initial 
pastimes], which have already been fully described by Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura. I have 
therefore given only a synopsis of those incidents, and whatever specifics were to be related 
have already been given in that synopsis. To describe the unlimited pastimes of Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu is not possible, but I now wish to relate the chief incidents and give a synopsis of 
those pastimes occurring at the end. I shall describe only in synopsis that portion which 
Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura has described very elaborately in his book Caitanya-mańgala. 
Whatever incidents are outstanding, however, I shall later elaborate."10 

So, Krishnadas Kaviraj takes a very humble position. There were many devotees who 
tried to summarize the pastimes and the life of Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and one of them 
was Vrindavan das Thakur, he was a very respected personality. After him others also start to 
write the stories, to collect the stories about Mahaprabhu, like Lochandas and Krishnadas 
Kaviraj and others. Still they all respected the original collection given by Vrindavan das 
Thakur. 

"Actually the authorized compiler of the pastimes of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu is Śrīla 
Vṛndāvana dāsa, the incarnation of Vyāsadeva. Only upon his orders am I trying to chew the 
remnants of food that he has left. Placing his lotus feet upon my head in great devotion, I 
shall now describe in summary the Lord's final pastimes."11 

And now comes the summarized description of the activities of Mahaprabhu. "For 
twenty-four years, Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu remained at home, and whatever pastimes 
He performed during that time are called the ādi-līlā. At the end of His twenty-fourth year, in 
the month of Māgha, during the fortnight of the waxing moon, the Lord accepted the 
renounced order of life, sannyāsa. After accepting sannyāsa, Lord Caitanya remained within 
this material world for another twenty-four years. Within this period, whatever pastimes He 
enacted are called the śeṣa-līlā, or pastimes occurring at the end. The final pastimes of the 
Lord, occurring in His last twenty-four years, are called madhya [middle] and antya [final]. 
All the devotees of the Lord refer to His pastimes according to these divisions. For six years 
of the last twenty-four, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu travelled all over India, from Jagannātha 
Purī to Bengal and from Cape Comorin to Vṛndāvana. All the pastimes performed by the 
Lord in those places are known as the madhya-līlā, and whatever pastimes were performed 
after that are called the antya-līlā. The pastimes of the Lord are therefore divided into three 
periods — the ādi-līlā, madhya-līlā and antya-līlā. Now I shall very elaborately describe the 
madhya-līlā. For eighteen continuous years, Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu remained at 
Jagannātha Purī and, through His personal behavior, instructed all living entities in the mode 
of devotional service. Of these eighteen years at Jagannātha Purī, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu 
spent six years with His many devotees. By chanting and dancing, He introduced the loving 
service of the Lord."12 

                                                 
10 "Chaitanya Charitamrita" Madhya-lila, 1.6-12 
11 "Chaitanya Charitamrita" Madhya-lila, 1.13-14 
12 "Chaitanya Charitamrita" Madhya-lila, 1.15-23 
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So from this period we can see that Chaitanya Mahaprabhu acted in different ways. 
Sometimes He was acting as a student, other times He was acting as a professor; sometimes as 
a husband and obedient son of the mother, other times like a renunciate; sometimes as a 
pilgrim, travelling all the holy places in India practically, other times like kshetra-sannyas, 
staying in one place and not moving from it; sometimes instructing devotees by dancing and 
chanting and staying with them, other times hiding in Gambira and living in full ecstasy. 
Nevertheless there was one common feature of His life – dedication to Lord Krishna and deep 
meditation on the path and the goal.  

And you all also act differently in the different stages of your life. Sometimes you act 
like students, other times we act like masters; sometimes we are daughters, other times we are 
mothers; sometimes you are a boss of a company, other times – a humble servant of a family. 
So many different positions we have to take! Nevertheless there should be one common basic 
point, which should never change and that is the dedication to the Supreme Lord. If you have 
fixed that in your mind and heart, then you can go to whatever place you want, you can take 
whatever position Krishna offers you. If you are strong enough I would say: you can take 
whatever position Maya Devi offers you, because you will never forget where you belong. 
 
 

 
15. The fine dealings of rasa 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 14.07.2009, Trigrad) 
 

 
"Śrī Nityānanda Prabhu is by nature very much inspired in rendering transcendental 

loving service to Lord Kṛṣṇa. Now, being ordered by Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, He 
distributed this loving service anywhere and everywhere. I offer innumerable obeisances unto 
the lotus feet of Śrī Nityānanda Prabhu, who is so kind that He spread the service of Śrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu all over the world. Caitanya Mahāprabhu used to address Nityānanda 
Prabhu as His elder brother, whereas Nityānanda Prabhu addressed Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu as His Lord."13  

You see the fine dealings! The superior says: "You are My brother, elder brother!" 
Elder brother means – you are senior to Me, you are authority to Me. But the other party 
never forgets His original position and says: "You are My Lord! I am Your servant." So what 
do we see here? This is a clash of rasa, because one respects the other as a brother and the 
other says: "I am Your servant." One is family rasa, other is serving rasa. Is there a clash 
indeed? Not. Because those dealings are only instructing us. It is said that whatever comes 
from above, we should accept that. If there is an invitation for dance, we should dance. If 
there is an invitation to work, then we work. If there is an invitation for intimate talks, then we 
talk intimately. If there is an instruction to keep silent, then we try to do that. So whatever 
comes from above we should accept it very nicely and enter freely into that invitation.  

Once I have seen a picture of a spiritual master, standing on top of a bed, with a sword 
in his hand and fighting a duel with one of his disciples. He was also standing on this bed and 
they were like fighting. And I said: Wow! This is rasa! If the spiritual master invites you to 
fight a duel with him, you should enter, you should do it. But try to preserve his life. It is not 
necessary to show that you are a good fighter, even a better fighter than him. Because this is 
another part of fine rasa.  

Like in the case of father and son. The son's power is insignificant compared to the 
father. Nevertheless when the son pulls the finger of the father and says: "Come with me!" 

                                                 
13 "Chaitanya Charitamrita" Madhya-lila, 1.25-27 
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then the father will go. And according to Shrila Shridhara Maharaj this very special 
connection is called affection, it is called love.  

"Although Nityānanda Prabhu is none other than Balarāma Himself, He nonetheless 
always thinks of Himself as the eternal servant of Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. 
Nityānanda Prabhu requested everyone to serve Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, chant His glories 
and utter His name. Nityānanda Prabhu claimed that person to be His life and soul who 
rendered devotional service unto Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. In this way, Śrīla Nityānanda 
Prabhu introduced the cult of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu to everyone without discrimination. 
Even though the people were fallen souls and blasphemers, they were delivered by this 
process."14 

 
 
 

 
16. The main branches of Chaitanya tree 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 14.07.2009, Trigrad) 
 
 
"Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu sent Nityānanda Prabhu from Jagannātha Purī to 

Bengal, which is known as Gauḍa-deśa, and Lord Nityānanda Prabhu overflooded that 
country with the transcendental loving service of the Lord."15Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu 
then sent the two brothers Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī and Śrīla Sanātana Gosvāmī to Vraja. By His 
order, they went to Śrī Vṛndāvana-dhāma. After going to Vṛndāvana, the brothers preached 
devotional service and discovered many places of pilgrimage. They specifically initiated the 
service of Madana-mohana and Govindajī. Both Rūpa Gosvāmī and Sanātana Gosvāmī 
brought various scriptures to Vṛndāvana and collected the essence of these by compiling 
many scriptures on devotional service. In this way they delivered all rascals and fallen 
souls."16 

So from this you can see the branches of Gaudiya Vaishnavism. Mahaprabhu is sitting 
in Jagannath Puri, which is a very famous pilgrimage place. What is there in Jagannath Puri? 
Lord Jagannath on the first place. Second this place was for certain time occupied by the 
Buddhists, it was a center of Buddhists' practices. And also Shankara founded one of his main 
ashrams in Jagannath Puri. So you can see all the different lines are coming together, merging 
and meeting and sometimes competing with each other in Jagannath Puri, because this is so 
important place. Nevertheless Mahaprabhu is sitting there and instructing His disciples: "You 
go to this place, you go to that place."  

Nityananda Prabhu was sent to Bengal, which is not very far from Jagannath Puri, it 
takes one night by bus to cover that distance. But, you know, to ride a bus in India - midnight 
bus with no windows - is quite difficult. And as usual when you arrive to Kolkata, for 
example, the bus is broken down, so you cannot get to your final destination but stop 
somewhere. Still it is much closer than Vrindavana. Because to reach from Puri to Vrindavana 
you have to take… well, I don’t suggest you take a bus, better take a train. Nevertheless 
sometimes devotees take a slow train, which takes about two-three days to reach. So this is 
quite a distance. And imagine five hundred years back – with no cars, no buses, no trains, but 
only the instruction of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu: "Go to this place and preach!" If you would 
receive such a message: "Go to Trigrad, establish a center there and preach the cult of 

                                                 
14 "Chaitanya Charitamrita" Madhya-lila, 1.28-30 
15 "Chaitanya Charitamrita" Madhya-lila, 1.24 
16 "Chaitanya Charitamrita" Madhya-lila, 1.31-33 
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Chaitanya Mahaprabhu", now you could do it very easily, because we are sitting here. But 
you know, to start, to go out and depend fully on Krishna's grace this is one of the greatest – 
well, I would not say challenges, but this is one of the greatest chances to improve our 
dedication.  

So – Nityananda to Bengal and Rupa-Sanatana to Vrindavana He has sent. And from 
this slowly-slowly the main branches of the Chaitanya tree were formulated. One is the Vraja 
line and the other is the Bengali.  

 
 
 
 

17. The greatest tax collector 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 15.07.2009) 

 
 
"The first year after Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu accepted the renounced order of life, 

all the devotees, headed by Śrī Advaita Prabhu, went to see the Lord at Jagannātha Purī. 
After attending the Ratha-yātrā ceremony at Jagannātha Purī, all the devotees remained there 
for four months, greatly enjoying the company of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu by performing 
kīrtana [chanting and dancing]."17 

So, from this we can see the yearly activities of the devotees. What was their yearly 
regime: four months they were staying with Mahaprabhu. Mostly they came from Bengal to 
Jagannatha Puri, which is quite a distance, so they could cover that distance by walking one 
month. One month walking, four months staying and one month back. That means fifty-fifty; 
half a year for Chaitanya Mahaprabhu directly, the other half of the year indirectly.  

From this we can also understand how Rupa Goswami was distributing his wealth 
when he finished his worldly carrier – fifty-fifty again. Half he distributed for the bramins and 
the needy. The other half he cut into half again, and one quarter he gave to the family 
members and one quarter he preserved for emergency expenses. But he was a financial 
minister, so the wealth that he has accumulated was quite big. Still this half-half was practiced 
by him.  

And as Shrila Prabhupada was a very determined follower of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
and Rupa Goswami, he also said: "If you want to donate - half-half. Half of your income 
should be dedicated to the mission." Just imagine! It is quite demanding. And then I saw some 
articles written in vaishnava newspapers how this "fifty-fifty" should be understood. Because 
Shrila Prabhupada must have forgoten about the tax office, so maybe this half-half must be 
after the taxes are paid, not before. After paying your taxes you cut half, not before.  

But should we be satisfied with only half dedication to Krishna? Actually Krishna is 
the greatest tax collector (бирник). Because you think that you can satisfy Him by little 
offering of milk and water and leaf and this and that. But then he says: "All else – to Me!" 
And sometimes we take it as a joke or in a jolly manner, but actually there is a very deep 
meaning behind. God cannot be satisfied with half solutions. And of course spiritual life is not 
a question of money or dedicating some leva to the service of God. Although in many places 
they try to equate making money and serving God. They make a business out of God. 
Wherever you see that – isolate yourself from such a practice. Temples should not generate 
money. Because as soon as the temples start to become rich, people who are interested in 
making money will come. But if a temple is poor – it does not generate the money, but 

                                                 
17 "Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya-lila, 1.46-47 
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dissipates the money – if people will struggle for that temple, they are good guys. Because 
they are not running after finances, but they are ready to share the expenses.  

And what was the reason for these devotees to come to Jagannatha Puri, this holy 
place? To see the dancing and the singing of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. This was in the first 
year: 

"At the time of departure, the Lord requested all the devotees, "Please come here 
every year to see the Ratha-yātrā festival of Lord Jagannātha's journey to the Guṇḍicā 
temple." Gundica is the summer residence of Jagannath. "Following the order of Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu, all the devotees used to visit Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu every year. They 
would see the Guṇḍicā festival at Jagannātha Purī and then return home after four months. 
For twenty consecutive years this meeting took place, and the situation became so intense that 
the Lord and the devotees could not be happy without meeting one another."18 So, twenty 
years! That means that ten years were fully dedicated to direct service. Just imagine how 
intensive practice is this – to meet every year for such a long time. Although we also try to 
come together practically every year for some greater occasions, but sometimes it is difficult 
to organize or to find the time.  

Still, these four months are also part of the Indian culture. And also the Indian climate, 
because this is the four months of the rainy season, when practically you cannot do anything 
else – either it is too hot or it is too much raining. And that period - it is suggested that we 
should use for spiritual practices. Stay in one place, dedicate more time to spiritual activities 
and less to material ones. So practically they were using this for spiritual practices. This is a 
season or a period of the year to withdraw a little bit. But if you want to apply the Indian 
seasons to the other parts of the world, you know, this is during the summer; summer is not 
for stopping your activities, because people are very active at this time.  

So, they were waiting to meet each other every year.  
 
 
 
 

18. How can we measure dedication 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 15.07.2009) 

 
"The first year after Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu accepted the renounced order of life, 

all the devotees, headed by Śrī Advaita Prabhu, went to see the Lord at Jagannātha Purī. 
After attending the Ratha-yātrā ceremony at Jagannātha Purī, all the devotees remained there 
for four months, greatly enjoying the company of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu by performing 
kīrtana [chanting and dancing]."19 

So, here the devotees dedicated half of their time directly to the association of Shri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Just calculate your lifetime: how much years you have spent in 
illusion, serving illusion, yourself maximum, and how much you have spent in dedication to 
Krishna. If you start devotional practice on time, let's say, after twenty years you will achieve 
this fifty-fifty solution, right, under good conditions. So, even this half-half is very difficult to 
really put into practice, what to speak of full dedication, full surrender!?  

Yet studying the scriptures and also studying the daily practices of the bramins, for 
example, I also came to some very interesting conclusions. They start their day about 3 
o'clock in the morning and all the ritual bath and prayers and meditation and offerings and 
yagyas and everything takes about 5-6 hours in the morning. So, it is 8 o'clock in the morning, 

                                                 
18 "Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya-lila, 1.48-50 
19 "Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya-lila, 1.46-47 
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right? Then they read some little chapters from the shastras, it takes another one - one and a 
half hour. Then they take the morning prasadam – another half an hour. And then, at about 10 
o'clock, they attend the jobs. But at 11 they already have to prepare themselves for the noon 
time duties, so for the job there is only one hour left. And in noon time you have your rituals 
again – few hours; then you take your lunch and take a little rest. And then it is already 
evening time. So you have to chant again your prayers, and then it is said that after 9 half an 
hour they dedicate to the family duties. So I started to calculate: for jobs, earning money – one 
hour; for family affairs - half an hour. Wow, that's great! Quite a tough daily regime. And 
what are our daily activities? Hardly we can dedicate one and a half hour to Krishna's service. 
Times are changing unfortunately.  

But of course, don’t forget that the householders at classical times had four main types 
of income. One was collecting fallen grains of rice on the field – this was the first order of 
grihasthas. The second was to collect on the market place. The third was to drink only the 
foam from the mouth of the calf. And the fourth order was to depend fully on Krishna's grace. 
So if you have such a job – collecting on a market place – you can finish that in one hour, no 
problem. But if you have your jobs and businesses and kindergarten – then it takes more time 
for this.  

Nevertheless, don’t be satisfied with this fifty-fifty solution. We cannot really measure 
dedication by money or by time, but we can measure it by feelings, by willingness to sacrifice 
ourselves. Still, the activities will reflect the inner mentality. So we should go for full 
dedication and step by step trying to approach, come closer to that ideal.  

 
 
 
 

19.The mystic verse 1 
Moments of ecstasy 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 15.07.2009) 
 
 

"The last twelve years were simply devoted to relishing the pastimes of Kṛṣṇa in 
separation within the heart of the Lord. In the attitude of separation, Lord Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu appeared mad both day and night. Sometimes He laughed, and sometimes He 
cried; sometimes He danced, and sometimes He chanted in great sorrow. At those times, Śrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu would visit Lord Jagannātha. Then His feelings exactly corresponded 
to those of the gopīs when they saw Kṛṣṇa at Kurukṣetra after long separation. Kṛṣṇa had 
come to Kurukṣetra with His brother and sister to visit. When Caitanya Mahāprabhu used to 
dance before the car during the festival, He always sang the following two lines. "I have 
gotten that Lord of My life, for whom I was burning in the fire of lusty desires." Lord 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu used to sing this song [seita parāṇa-nātha] especially during the latter 
part of the day, and He would think, "Let Me take Kṛṣṇa and go back to Vṛndāvana." This 
ecstasy was always filling His heart. In that ecstasy, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu recited a 
verse when dancing in front of Lord Jagannātha. Almost no one could understand the 
meaning of that verse. "That very personality who stole away my heart during my youth is 
now again my master. These are the same moonlit nights of the month of Caitra. The same 
fragrance of mālatī flowers is there, and the same sweet breezes are blowing from the 
kadamba forest. In our intimate relationship, I am also the same lover, yet still my mind is not 



 21

happy here. I am eager to go back to that place on the bank of the Revā under the Vetasī tree. 
That is my desire."20 

This verse contains the ecstasy of separation and meeting. Just imagine, everything is 
the same as when you had the best moments of your life.  You are the same person, you have 
the same setting, still you are not satisfied. It's a very strange feeling that most probably we 
cannot repeat the best moments, best years of our life. Is that true? Do you agree?  

Paramananda: I don’t agree! 
Tirtha Maharaj: Fine! We should not agree that the moments of ecstasy are lost. No, 

we should work for them to come back.  
Yashoda: I think that we cannot repeat them; they can only be more intensive. 
Manjari: I think like Yashoda as well. 
Tirtha Maharaj: All right, I can see that you are a progressive company of 

vaishnavas. You are not satisfied simply by repeating the ecstatic moments but you want to 
enhance it.  

But actually we should have purified feelings for that. Whenever we connect to 
Krishna by chanting His names that magic should happen. Hare Krishna Hare Krishna 
Krishna Krishna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. This is the best 
melody of meeting the hearts and souls.  

 
(to be continued) 
 
 
 

20. The mystic verse 2 
The palm leaf 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 15.07.2009) 
 

 
(continues from the previous issue) 
 
Actually this verse is given by Rupa Goswami as if told by Shrimati Radharani. "This 

verse appears to be the hankering between some ordinary boy and girl, but its actual deep 
meaning was known only to Svarūpa Dāmodara. By chance, one year Rūpa Gosvāmī was also 
present there." (When Mahaprabhu was chanting this verse)"Although the meaning of the 
verse was known only to Svarūpa Dāmodara, Rūpa Gosvāmī, after hearing it from Śrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu, immediately composed another verse that described the meaning of 
the original verse. After composing this verse, Rūpa Gosvāmī wrote it on a palm leaf and put 
it on the roof of the thatched house in which he was living." Very strange place to preserve 
one of your nice pieces of poetry – to put it under the roof, on the roof practically. In the rainy 
season! "After composing this verse and putting it on the roof of his house, Śrīla Rūpa 
Gosvāmī went to bathe in the sea. In the meantime, Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu went to his 
hut to meet him. To avoid turmoil, three great personalities — Haridāsa Ṭhākura, Śrīla Rūpa 
Gosvāmī and Śrīla Sanātana Gosvāmī — did not enter the temple of Jagannātha." So they did 
not want to give trouble to the local priests, therefore they did not enter the temple. "Every 
day Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu used to see the upala-bhoga ceremony at the temple of 
Jagannātha, and after seeing this He used to go visit these three great personalities on His 
way to His own residence. If one of these three was not present, He would meet the others. 

                                                 
20 "Chaitanya Charitamrita", Madhya-lila, 1.51-58 
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That was His regular practice. When Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu went to the residence of Śrīla 
Rūpa Gosvāmī, He accidentally saw the palm leaf on the roof, and thus He read the verse 
composed by him." You see, now you understand the reason why Rupa Goswami was 
preserving the verse on the roof. "After reading the verse, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu went 
into an ecstatic mood. While He was in that state, Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī came and immediately 
fell down on the floor like a rod. When Rūpa Gosvāmī fell down like a rod, Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu got up and gave him a slap. Then, taking him on His lap, He began to speak to 
him. "No one knows the purport of My verse," Caitanya Mahāprabhu said. "How could you 
understand My intention?" Saying this, Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu bestowed various 
benedictions upon Rūpa Gosvāmī, and taking the verse, He later showed it to Svarūpa 
Gosvāmī."21 

Just try to imagine the situation for yourself. There is a very unusual verse recited all 
the time by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Sometimes He was even quoting worldly songs, but with 
some very special, very deep meaning. And the secret meaning of this verse was hidden from 
others. Then comes this Rupa Goswami, writing on a palm leaf. If you are fortunate enough to 
go to Vrindavana and you go to Vrindavana museum, there you can see the palm leaf with the 
handwriting of Rupa Goswami. It is just like small little pearls on the leaf. Beautiful! There 
are different manuscripts demonstrated in that museum, but this is the most beautiful.  

And he is hiding this leaf on his roof. Then Mahaprabhu comes and says: "What is this 
extra palm leaf here? Let's check out!" And all of a sudden, just by reading the verse, He falls 
in ecstasy. When you, poets, will achieve that intensity? You try to hide some piece of your 
poetry and God somehow catches that and falls in ecstasy! So, train yourself more, writers! 

Rupa Goswami was missing and he returned later. And Mahaprabhu was waiting there 
mesmerized by the poem. According to the tradition Rupa Goswami offered full dandavat. 
And what did he receive in return? A big slap on the face! Just imagine yourself; you very 
humbly approach your spiritual master, with a blade of grass between your teeth you offer 
your full dandavats. And instead of glorifying you for your humility, he gives you a big slap 
on the face! But even if it will happen, don’t be afraid, because what was the next move of 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu? Taking him on the lap and talking to him: "How could you 
understand My intention?!" and by saying this He bestowed – as it is said – various, different 
kind of blessings upon him. That also proves if once we shall be able to understand the heart 
and the intention of our master, various benedictions will come to us. Not only one type – 
various types!  

 
(to be continued) 
 

                                                 
21 "Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya-lila, 1.59-70 



 23

 
21. The mystic verse 3 

Slap and embrace 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 15.07.2009) 

 
 
(continues from the previous issue) 
 
"Having shown the verse to Svarūpa Dāmodara with great wonder, Caitanya 

Mahāprabhu asked him how Rūpa Gosvāmī could understand the intentions of His mind."22 
Actually Svarupa Damodara was a censor for anything approaching Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
Everything was going through him and he was checking it if it was appropriate for 
Mahaprabhu's taste. Why? Because Mahaprabhu was so sensitive, that if some idea, some 
verse, some message came to Him that was corresponding His feelings, He would faint 
immediately. But if something antagonistic to His feelings would approach Him, He would 
faint with double intensity. Therefore Svarupa Damodara was just like a protective shield for 
Mahaprabhu: "Only through me!" But here, you see, this message was coming without him. 
And immediately the effect was there – Mahaprabhu fell in ecstasy.  

And you know, ecstasy sometimes manifests in divine madness. Then the person 
behaves in a very unusual and unexpected way; you cannot calculate how he will behave. 
First of all He is beating His devotees - then embracing! Very unusual! Therefore Svarupa 
Damodara wanted to make a more peaceful, more easy, more simple situation: "Don’t upset 
the master."  

"Śrīla Svarūpa Dāmodara Gosvāmī replied to Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu, "If Rūpa 
Gosvāmī can understand Your mind and intentions, he must have Your Lordship's special 
benediction." The Lord said, "I was so pleased with Rūpa Gosvāmī that I embraced him and 
bestowed upon him all necessary potencies for preaching the bhakti cult."23 And this is 
another sign of divine ecstasy – lack of memory, lack of remembering. He mentions here only 
the embrace! He does not talk about the slap on the face. Although we should know that most 
probably the special benediction was distributed by the touch of the hand. Like the healing 
power is transmitted to the diseased person by divine touch. But this was more secret than the 
embrace. Embrace everybody can understand, right? "Ah, God is merciful!" But the slap on 
the face? It is a very sweet connection to God. If we could achieve that once!  

"I accept Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī as quite fit to understand the confidential mellows of 
devotional service, and I recommend that you explain devotional service to him further." I 
shall describe all these incidents elaborately later on. Now I have given only a brief 
reference."24 

Therefore it is said that "Chaitanya Charitamrita" is the textbook, the know-how of 
devotional life. If we want to be devotees, follow this example. And wherever we can find this 
very intense and purified divine mood, we should run and take our part there. And with all our 
efforts we should be ready to help and serve to enhance that mood. Because it is described 
here (in "Chaitanya Charitamrita") in order to manifest in other places. So when such intensity 
of feelings and such purity of intention is there, it is divine.  

And you can say: ah, it was easy five hundred years back. But don’t use it as an 
excuse. We have all the chance to live in such a pure condition of the consciousness. This is 
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only one little paragraph from the pastimes of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, but even from this very 
little story how much we can benefit! So please, try to carry it in your hearts and if you get 
sometimes a slap here and there, don’t be upset, this is special blessing. Then the powers are 
delegated to you. 

 
 
 

22 Reflection of Vrindavana 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 15.07.2009) 

 
 

Question of Kripadham: What is the deity that Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
especially worships?  

Tirtha Maharaj: Jagannath. Daru Narayan, the wooden Narayan.  
Kripadham: Why exactly Jagannath?  
Tirtha Maharaj: Because He was living in Puru! Jagannath Puri.  
Kripadham: And during the time when he was in Navadvip?  
Tirtha Maharaj: Well, in Navadvip… Ah, that was more special. Already in 

Navadvip He started to fall in ecstasy. But those ecstasies were very special. These Jagannath 
Puri ecstasies are more like rasic ecstasies. And the Navadvip ecstasies were more like 
aishvaric. Aishvarya means the majestic mood. So sometimes He manifested different 
aspects, different avatars of Vishnu. Sometimes Narasingha, sometimes others – in that mood 
He appeared, sat on a throne and accepted the worship of devotees. So in these moments He 
was not worshipping, but He was worshipped by others.  

But generally speaking we can say that after meeting His master in Gaya a big change 
started to manifest in His life. Before He was a respected scientist so to say of logic and 
Sanskrit language and when returning from Gaya He invited all the students of His school and 
said: "Finished! Go to others to study. My heart is stolen by this dark Lord. I cannot teach you 
Sanskrit. I can only teach about Him." That was a big transformation in Him. And that 
transformation manifested first of all in personal meeting with Ishvara Puri and then by 
chanting the mahamantra these feelings evolved more and more.  

And then arriving to Jagannath Puri He was very satisfied to meet His beloved Lord 
there. Because Mahaprabhu was especially focusing on the Vrindavana rasa. Why? Because 
He was a combined incarnation of Radha and Krishna. What else He could be focused on? 
This is the only thing.  

So we can say that the main object of worship and the main mood of worship for Him 
was this Jagannath mood. But not in the mood of the Lord of the Universe, but in the mood of 
the hiding or hidden Krishna.  

Kripadham: So, He is in the mood of Vrindavana, staying in Jagannath Puri; and 
what happens when He goes to Vrindavana? He finds Radha-kunda and other places… What 
is the relation between Jagannath Puri and Vrindavana?  

Tirtha Maharaj: We shall go on reading this chapter and so many things will be 
revealed. Because another sign of divine ecstasy – besides this very unusual behavior of 
sometimes violent, other times embracing, sometimes forgetting, sometimes dancing, 
sometimes laughing – is the inability to identify places. Mahaprabhu saw the ocean and said: 
"Ah, Radha-kunda!" When He saw a sand dune He said: "Govardhan!" When He heard one 
lady walking on the street and singing, He said: "Ah, the gopis are singing!" So in His mind 
and His heart Jagannath Puri was always a reflection of Vrindavana.  
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23 The same moonlight night 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 16.07.2009, Trigrad) 
 
 

[This is a verse spoken by Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī.] "My dear friend, now I have met My 
very old and dear friend Kṛṣṇa on this field of Kurukṣetra. I am the same Rādhārāṇī, and now 
We are meeting together. It is very pleasant, but still I would like to go to the bank of the 
Yamunā beneath the trees of the forest there. I wish to hear the vibration of His sweet flute 
playing the fifth note within that forest of Vṛndāvana."25 

Actually this is a continuation of the previous verse: "It's the same moonlight night, it's 
the same me, it's the same lover, it's the same setup, but I wish to return back to Vrindavana.  

"Now, Oh, devotees, please hear a brief explanation of this verse. Lord Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu was thinking in this way after having seen the Jagannātha Deity. The subject of 
His thoughts was Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī, who met Kṛṣṇa on the field of Kurukṣetra. Although She 
met Kṛṣṇa there, She was nonetheless thinking of Him in the following way: She thought of 
Him in the calm and quiet atmosphere of Vṛndāvana, dressed as a cowherd boy. But at 
Kurukṣetra He was in a royal dress and was accompanied by elephants, horses and crowds of 
men. Thus the atmosphere was not congenial for Their meeting. Thus meeting with Kṛṣṇa and 
thinking of the Vṛndāvana atmosphere, Rādhārāṇī longed for Kṛṣṇa to take Her to Vṛndāvana 
again to fulfill Her desire in that calm atmosphere.26 The gopīs spoke thus: "Dear Lord, 
whose navel is just like a lotus flower, Your lotus feet are the only shelter for those who have 
fallen into the deep well of material existence. Your feet are worshipped and meditated upon 
by great mystic yogīs and highly learned philosophers. We wish that these lotus feet may also 
be awakened within our hearts, although we are only ordinary persons engaged in household 
affairs."27 This is a quotation from "Shrimad Bhagavatam", Tenth Canto and we can see that 
this Tenth Canto is closest to the mood of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. "The gopīs thought, "Dear 
Lord, if Your lotus feet again come to our home in Vṛndāvana, our desires will be fulfilled." 
In one verse, Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī has explained the confidential meaning of the verse of 
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam for the understanding of the general populace.28 The gopīs continued, 
"Dear Kṛṣṇa, the fragrance of the mellows of Your pastimes is spread throughout the forests 
of the glorious land of Vṛndāvana, which is surrounded by the sweetness of the district of 
Mathurā. In the congenial atmosphere of that wonderful land, You may enjoy Your pastimes, 
with Your flute dancing on Your lips, and surrounded by us, the gopīs, whose hearts are 
always enchanted by unpredictable ecstatic emotions."29 This is a verse from "Lalita 
Madhava", so you can imagine the mood of this drama.  

If you go to a present-day Vrindavana, you will see a village. You will see the 
transmission towers for the telephone companies, you will see the people who are living and 
working there, you will see the golden youth of Delhi enjoying there, you will see brand new 
guest-houses for the westerners, you will see the poisoned and polluted Yamuna. Very 
difficult to see Krishna, even in that place. Although there are many temples, and there are 
some very famous and important temples. But it is said that Krishna covers the lilas at the 
holy places with thin material blanket in order to prevent unqualified eyes to penetrate into the 
lilas. And most of the people move on that very thin surface. What to do? We have to develop 
divine vision so as to see the presence of Krishna, Shrimati Radharani, the gopis, the devotees 

                                                 
25 "Chaitanya Charitamrita", Madhya-lila, 1.76; "Padyavali" 387 by Shrila Rupa Goswami 
26 "Chaitanya Charitamrita", Madhya-lila, 1.77-80 
27 "Chaitanya Charitamrita", Madhya-lila, 1.81; "Shrimad Bhagavatam" 10.82.48 
28 "Chaitanya Charitamrita", Madhya-lila, 1.82-83 
29 "Chaitanya Charitamrita", Madhya-lila, 1.84; "Lalita Madhava" 10.38 by Shrila Rupa Goswami 
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all the time. Not only when we are on a pilgrimage, not only when we come together to listen 
to a lecture. But practically by connecting back to this divine source you can have that 
elevated vision all the time. No doubt, it needs some training, but it is possible. As Krishna is 
there in your hearts also, we only need to establish that connection very firmly. The invitation 
from his side is ever open; we only have to respond to that invitation.  

And here this very poetic expression about the meeting and the nevertheless felt 
apprehension of Radha and Krishna (is described). This is very poetic, still you can say: 
"Well, it is so high, I am so far away from these problems - whether Radharani meets Krishna 
in Vrindavana or in Kurukshetra." But that means you are not moving on the very thin surface 
of the covering over Vrindavana, but you are swallowed by the throat of the devil. Deep. So 
better we climb up the stairs, come to the surface, greet the sunshine and see the beauty 
around. Because actually everything is describing the meeting of Radhe-Shyam. When you 
see happiness of the world outside – that is the meeting; and when you see sadness or distress 
– that is the separation. In this way you can connect everything back to Krishna, to Their 
meeting or separation. We are very fortunate to follow the examples of the great ones in 
cultivating that science.  

 
(to be continued) 
 
 
 
 

24. Empty-handed 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 16.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
(continues from the previous issue) 
 
Question of Krishna Priya: From one hand you said that there is a thin material 

covering over Vrindavana and I suppose not only over Vrindavana but everywhere… 
Tirtha Maharaj: No. In other places the covering is very thick.  
Krishna Priya: From the other hand you said that invitation is always there. How to 

understand this?  
Tirtha Maharaj: Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is penetrating the coverings. He is opening 

the doors and windows and curtains and veils. Because it is said that the treasure of divine 
love was in a treasure house in Vrindavana. But this treasure house was closed and sealed 
down. Nobody knew! It was just like the Federal Reserve – nobody knows what kind of 
treasure is there inside. Many people think some gold is there, but nobody knows how much 
or how less. In the same way the treasure of divine love was hidden in this treasure house of 
Vrindavana. But then Mahaprabhu came. He broke the seal, He opened the door and entered 
the treasure house.  

Imagine yourself: you get the information that there is a big treasure hidden 
somewhere! You have the ability to break the seal. You have the code for opening the doors 
and very special tricky locks. You type on the dial 108 and it immediately is opening up. And 
what do you do? You try to fill up your pocket, right? To keep everything for yourself. But, 
you know, Mahaprabhu was a sannyasi. And on a sannyas dhoti there are not much pockets. 
So what did He do? He just entered the treasure house, grabbed all the treasure, went out and 
started to distribute. And He had some good helpers, because by the door some of His great 
stalwarts were standing. And they helped, because Mahaprabhu in this case had only two 
hands. But with His devotees He had hundreds and thousands of hands to distribute.  
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So, the secrets we can understand by the help of others. We can obtain the treasure if 
someone gives it to us. Although the treasure is there! So the invitation is ever there. But 
somebody has to activate the whole process.  

This is the explanation why there is a covering and there is an opening all the time. 
Because it is there, but we do not see. As soon as you think you can grab it, it disappears. This 
is a mystic process, it is not a calculation. Usually the things on the material sphere you can 
calculate: I invest hundred leva and I lose two hundred. That is obvious, this is the way how 
material things work. This you can calculate. But when you invest your efforts in spiritual 
practice, you expect some returns: 50% of my life to Krishna - and gaining eternal life. This is 
your expectation. But then, as it is said, some "unpredictable ecstatic emotions" are 
manifested and you feel like everything is lost. You have invested your energy, your attention, 
your efforts to Krishna and… ah, I am standing here empty-handed! But this – to be empty-
handed – is very good; because then you can receive all the treasures that Mahaprabhu brings 
to you. Just imagine, if you hold on all your material attachments, then you cannot take what 
is given to you. If we have excrement in our hands then it is very difficult to accept the halava 
that is given to us. First throw it away! Empty your hands in order to be able to receive.  

But as I told you, this is a mystic and secret process. And there are some places in 
Vrindavana which are kept secret, even today. You cannot enter after a certain time. The 
doors are open during the day, but during the day only the monkeys are there. During the 
night the doors are closed. You can imagine who is there behind the doors. So better approach 
divinity in a very humble state of mind. 

 
(to be continued) 
 
 
 
 

25. The mixed taste 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 16.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
 

(continues from the previous issue) 
 
Question of Damodar: Usually in life we hold not only excrement or the halava, but 

they are mixed and you cannot understand the proportions – which is more? And even if for a 
long time you taste this mixed flavour, you always get the negative taste, because it is mixed. 
I cannot understand in what direction the taste is moving – is it proper or not.  

Tirtha Maharaj: The direction is proper. You have to adjust your steps more and 
more. And you should use your time in a very considerate way, very effective way. Time is 
up! We don’t have a moment to lose. 

Yes, in most cases the taste is mixed. Dedication is mixed for most of the devotees. 
But this is called mixed devotion; it is devotion but it is not pure yet. Nevertheless we should 
go on with the process of self-realization and self-purification. And when our taste will be 
refined so much by purification, then we can get the full and complete divine taste.  

We, human beings, have the capacity to select. Because Krishna also has this capacity 
to select the best. But all that is reflected here on this material plane is a little distorted. So this 
ability to select the best in the case of Krishna is a little distorted in humans into debility to 
select the worst. Ability and debility. We should come to our senses and we should use this 
very fine ability to distinguish. Choose the higher, always choose the higher taste! Lower taste 
is always there and higher taste is always there. We have to decide which one to choose.  
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You know, it is said that water is always going downwards. Right, you just pour a 
little water, it always goes down. This is the nature of the things in material sphere. But 
sometimes you see that a river approaches a mountain and crosses it! So it is possible 
sometimes that the water starts climbing the hills ad she will find her way through the hills. 
So, we should be ready to act like this, not only going down, but be ready to take the trouble, 
climb the stairs or climb the hills and go through it. Life is like this.  

And also we have to learn the science how to be happy. I suggested to some of the 
devotees that they should start training about this inner wisdom. Because we can waste our 
time by lamenting, but meanwhile you can be happy also instead of this waste of time.  

Yet definitely we are searching for the higher taste and we need that inner experience 
– by chanting, by serving, by studies, by living and taking bad experience you can find that 
higher taste. But be responsible! You have to find it! It is not that someone will take the 
trouble instead of us. In order to find water you have to dig deep into the earth. In order to 
find divine wisdom, you have to go deep into the science, into the practice. And we should 
use our intelligence. If we are not satisfied with the mixed taste, try to purify the taste. Empty 
your hands. There are tons of halava to receive.  

 
(to be continued) 
 
 
 
 

26. Sweet illusion 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 16.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
(continues from the previous issue) 

 
If we make false propaganda: "Just join the devotees and be happy!" without strong 

efforts it will not happen. We should not cheat people. We should tell them that if you join the 
devotees you will have more troubles. Right, because illusion is sweet, ignorance is deep and 
when you are deep down in ignorance you feel quite good.  

Always remember the example of Indra. Once on some occasion he was cursed to take 
birth on the planet Earth. Although he is the king of heaven, he had to take birth on this very 
insignificant Martya-loka, planet of death. And he did not come as a king, he came as a pig. 
Quite a big jump from one position to another. And you know, pigs are pigs, they act like 
pigs. They have their mud to take a bath there, to have some ointments on the body and they 
have their very special foodstuffs; they have very nice sound; nicely shaped like a designer 
body. And Indra has got a very nice family- a she-pig, small little pigs. He was very satisfied: 
"This is my realm, just look around, so beautiful! Pile of shit there, here is my pond, this is 
my family and this is me!" But meanwhile in the heaven some shortage came – they realized: 
"Hey, where is our king?! We need our king back!" So, a group of messengers came – great 
demigods, rishis, munis – everybody attended the yard of Indra. And they said: "Ah, 
Indradev, please come, we need your service up there!" And he said: "How can I go?! I am so 
happy here. This is my life! I am so satisfied with this." 

The invitation is always there: Come!" And not only to join heaven, but to join the 
spiritual sky. Still you say: "Ah, yes, yes, but I am satisfied here. This is my life." From this 
we can see how strong the illusion is. And under the care of this deep illusion we are happy. 
But when somebody comes and tells you: "Hey, you live a life of pigs," then you start to have 
some problems. Because you face your realities. And you get such a high prospect that from 
this pond of mud it is very difficult to jump to that high level. That is the period of 
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purification, or we can say the mixed taste. Your ass is still back to the mud, but your eyes are 
up to the lotus feet of Krishna. You know something, but still you are conditioned with your 
previous things. So, decide before joining the devotees; if you want to live in your mud, then 
don’t ask anything. Or – if you want to reach the lotus feet of Krishna, then give up the 
previous conditionings. And even Rupa Goswami warns everybody: "If you want to enjoy the 
material world, don’t look at this Gopal who is standing on the bank of Yamuna in a nicely 
three-fold bending form, in golden shining dhoti, playing the flute and smiling." Because if 
you want to enjoy, you will have problems. What problems? You will forget about material 
illusions. You cannot taste any more the sweet non-halava taste. You are searching for 
something else. Where to find this? This is the secret – where you can find good halava? 

Shrila Prabhupad used to quote a verse from "Bhagavatam": "If Krishna loves 
somebody, He takes away everything." When his little shop was bankrupt he said: "Ah, if 
Krishna loves somebody, He takes away…" And many times he repeated this verse. So, don’t 
be afraid if you are not a great star of the business world. It does not matter. Or if you are not 
a famous actress in Hollywood. Just check out the lives of these great heroes – it is miserable. 
Most of them are on drugs and alcohol – just to survive the stupid attention of people. Isn't it? 
So better keep a humble profile. Don’t go outwards, but work inside.  

And therefore I say, don’t waist the time. Although we live in eternity, time in this 
lifetime is short. We need pure bhakti, not mixed – with calculation, with material motivation, 
with karma, gyana, moksha and many other things. 

 
 
 
 

27. Vaishnava botanic 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 16.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
 

In the kitchen Radharani is the cook. Therefore we have to keep the kitchen always 
very clean, because this is Her realm, this is Her part. You see, a very simple, practical thing: 
clean the kitchen! But why? Because it belongs to Radharani. In this way you can serve Her; 
it is not that you are a fanatic on purity. No, this is service. And this is the higher taste. When 
you clean the kitchen this is not simply scraping the surface, but fully dedicating your energy 
to Krishna. And this is the mystery of prema-bhakti. It is only one step ahead of us. Reach out 
your hand and it is there. Why should we wait to be happy in our hearts? Why not now? Stop, 
stop rushing to the kitchen to clean! Not that quickly!  

Paramananda: I have a kitchen question. Keeping the kitchen in good condition is a 
service to Radharani. What is this creation of extra mess in the kitchen in order to be able to 
serve?  

Tirtha Maharaj: Aaa! You understand something! Krishna engages us in the service. 
But we should not create the extra mess for others. If you have created a mess, create order 
also. That means to be responsible. We have to be responsible. We have to be clever enough 
to see the action and reaction. If we act nice then the results will be good. If we act stupidly, 
the results will be mixed. But if we really elevate our consciousness, we can achieve such a 
position, when you are independent of the results. If something good happens, we accept; if 
something bad happens, we accept.  

But in "Bhoga Arati" you can see how many different nice preparations Radharani is 
cooking for Krishna. For example there is sarpuri. Sarpuri is puri filled with cream. So, this 
is another art – cooking. For example Damodar Prabhu is cooking so nice soup that Ishvara is 
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always fascinated by it. So, use his talents, engage him in cooking service. You will have a 
higher taste.  

But actually this is not only the kitchen that belongs to Radharani. The whole temple 
belongs to Krishna. So keep also the temple clean. Step by step, the purity is just expanding. 
First on the altar, please! Fresh flowers, purity, cleanliness, nice order of the pictures. 
Sometimes I have seen the picture of one guru upside down. So, please, everything in nice 
order, because this is the entrance door to the divine realm. Then the temple room, then the 
kitchen, and also your living quarters. It is very important. Because if we can create this nice 
order outside, then you cannot tolerate disorder inside. To create order in the temple or in a 
house, in a home – it is nothing to the duty and the challenge to create order inside. To clean 
all the hidden corners of your heart. Brush away the cobwebs from the windows. Because the 
heart should be like a throne of – what?  

Krishna Priya: Of Radha and Krishna. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, yes, but in the first place it should be lotus throne, right, not a 

cactus throne. "Ah, my dear Radha! My cactus throne is waiting for You! Please, accept my 
cactus heart!" She is a delicate Goddess, with very tender, soft feet. She will not come to your 
cactus heart. Only the lotus heart.  

So much about vaishnava botanic. 
 
 
 

28. Dharma-kshetre kuru-kshetre 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 16.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
 

Question of Manohari: Gurudev, I want to ask about Kurukshetra. India is so big, but 
two major events happened in one place. What is the connection? Why the important meeting 
of Radha and Krishna is happening there and then the great war is also happening there? This 
could not be coincident.  

Tirtha Maharaj: Of course. Well, what is the first verse of the "Gita"?  "Dharma-
kshetre kuru-kshetre". Kuru-kshetre – Kuru means the Kuru dynasty and kshetra means field 
or realm. So this is the field of the Kuru dynasty. That means, this part of the country belongs 
to the Kurus. Dharma-kshetre means that this is the field of dharma. Dharma is the mission 
and the duty of humanity. So even in the before, before times - very ancient times - this was a 
place for tapas, for penance, for spiritual practices – dharma. I think there is a very nice 
website where you can find complete information on Kurukshetra – this is called Tirtha.org Is 
it translated into English? Anyway, you can learn Hungarian. Because this was an important 
center for pilgrimage, for spiritual things happening there, Brahma was also engaged in 
service there. Therefore it naturally, originally was a pilgrimage place. Therefore "Gita" was 
described there, because naturally it was a place for dharma, it was a place for divine 
enlightenment. "Gita" describes the relative and the absolute dharma of humans. So that was 
the best, the most proper place to open up this topic.  

And this meeting of Radha and Krishna also happened there, because there was an 
eclipse and on the eclipse people come together for prayers. This is why we go to a holy place 
– to practice more. And there this very fine, delicate topic was revealed – that although 
meeting, still They are not able to enjoy the company like before. This adds up to the general 
understanding of Radha-Krishna lila. And especially is in harmony with the main teaching of 
Mahaprabhu that the separation is the most intensive way of association. This is one very 
important point.  
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There are many temples at Kurukshetra. This is a place of waters. There are some 
ponds, channels and rivers, and also there is fog in the air. So, it's a wet place. And also it is a 
secret place. So much so that last time when we visited, our Indian guides missed the road 
where to turn to the battle field. So thick fog! Because from the main road you have to turn to 
the right in order to arrive to the battle field itself. And there is a huge tree. It is said that 
under that tree Krishna told the whole "Gita" to Arjuna. So, after you have learned Sanskrit 
you go there, just sit under this tree, chant aloud either the Ninth or the Twelfth Chapter of the 
"Gita", offer the shine of your eyes and water of your tears in service and wait for the answer 
of Krishna.  

This is about Kurukshetra. It is a place of dharma, place of practice. And just a small 
tourist information: on Kurukshetra you can find a huge Krishna museum. Don’t miss it.  

 
 
 
 

29. Whom are you searching for? 
(from lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
"In this way, when Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu saw Jagannātha, He saw that the Lord 

was with His sister Subhadrā and was not holding a flute in His hand. Absorbed in the ecstasy 
of the gopīs, Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu wished to see Lord Jagannātha in His original form 
as Kṛṣṇa, the son of Nanda Mahārāja, standing in Vṛndāvana and appearing very beautiful, 
His body curved in three places. His desire to see that form was always increasing. Just as 
Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī talked inconsistently with a bumblebee in the presence of Uddhava, Śrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu in His ecstasy talked crazily and inconsistently day and night."30  

So, if Mahaprabhu's desire to see Krishna was present, that means He was in the mood 
of Radha. Because if He would be in the ecstasy of Krishna, then He would search after 
Radha. Whom are you searching for – Radha or Krishna? Manjari? 

Manjari: Both. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Clever answer! Damodar? 
Damodar: Her. 
Dragi: Her. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Searching for Her grace?! Good! Devanath? 
Devanath: Him. 
Kripadham: Him. 
Krishna Priya: Krishna.  
Ivan: Also Krishna. 
Paramananda: Radha. 
Manohari: Radha. 
Tirtha Maharaj: That means you have a multiplicity of rasa. Some are searching for 

Krishna, others are searching for Radha. Everyone is searching for purity. Others are 
searching for love. Still others are searching for prestige. And others search for both, Radhe-
Shyam.  

What does it mean – if we are searching either for Radha, or Krishna, or both, what 
does it mean? If you are searching for Krishna, it does not mean that you have the quality of 
Radha. And if you are searching for Radha, it does not mean that you have the qualities of 
Krishna. Right, we are not in the position of Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Nevertheless it 
shows that we all have the quality of the energy searching for the source. In that sense we all 

                                                 
30 "Chaitanya Charitamrita", Madhya-lila, 1.85-87 
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try to serve Krishna's and Radha's happiness. This is our safe and constitutional position. This 
is the safe side – always consider yourself a searcher. 

 
 
 
 

30. Mahaprabhu's sannyasa initiation 
(from lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
 
"The last twelve years of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu were passed in this transcendental 

craziness. Thus He executed His last pastimes in three ways. For the twenty-four years after 
Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu accepted the renounced order, whatever pastimes He executed 
were unlimited and unfathomable. Who can understand the purport of such pastimes? Just to 
indicate those pastimes, I am presenting a general survey of the chief pastimes in the form of 
a synopsis. This is the first synopsis: After accepting the sannyāsa order, Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu proceeded toward Vṛndāvana. When proceeding toward Vṛndāvana, Śrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu was overwhelmed with ecstatic love for Kṛṣṇa, and He lost all 
remembrance of the external world. In this way He traveled continuously for three days in 
Rāḍha-deśa, the country where the Ganges River does not flow." So this is one part of Bengal 
not close to the Ganges. "First of all, Lord Nityānanda bewildered Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu 
by bringing Him along the banks of the Ganges, saying that it was the river Yamunā. After 
three days, Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu came to the house of Advaita Ācārya at Śāntipura 
and accepted alms there." Practically it was food, but it was given to Him. This was His first 
acceptance of alms. At night He performed congregational chanting there. At the house of 
Advaita Prabhu, He met His mother as well as all the devotees from Māyāpura. He adjusted 
everything and then went to Jagannātha Purī."31 

Let us stop a little bit on this first event. Mahaprabhu was living as a householder and 
in the beginning He was trying to show some influence on people by teaching, educating 
them. And people were listening and following. But then something came to Mahaprabhu's 
mind: "As I live like them, they might think that I am one of them. In this way people will not 
pay the necessary attention to My message. But if I take sannyasa, sannyasis are respected. 
So maybe they will pay more attention – not to Me, but to My message." So He decided: "I 
should give up this previous lifestyle of Mine and I should enter the renounced order."  

If the goal of any change in your life is that you could serve better then you should 
make that change. Even if it is difficult. This should always be the measurement – whether 
this step that I want to take helps my service or not. 

Mahaprabhu decided: "I should give up the present state and I should act in a different 
manner." So He actually escaped from home, from His loving mother and wife. You know, 
the mothers are very sensitive. Maybe it's only the lovers, who are more sensitive. She 
immediately understood that something is going to happen. Sachimata was down struck, 
frozen almost to death, almost fainting, because she felt that Nimai is leaving. She never 
called her son "Chaitanya Mahaprabhu", never. "Ah, my dear Nimai!" Even she forgot 
"Pandit" – because He was a teacher and was considered a pandit, a wise man.  

So He left and during the whole night He was running practically and finally arrived at 
Katwa to accept sannyasa. And there it happened, although the master whom He approached 
was very hesitant to accept – because a young man, so beautiful, so knowledgeable, so 
prospective – why He should enter the difficult renounced order of life? But Mahaprabhu was 

                                                 
31 "Chaitanya Charitamrita", Madhya-lila, 1.88-95 
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very strong in His desire and they started to prepare. You know, when you receive your 
sannyasa initiation you have to cut your hair. Shave up! So he approached a barber – not from 
Seville but from Bengal. And he said: "Impossible! I cannot cut Your hair. It's just so 
beautiful – first of all! Second – if I cut Your hair You will very easily enter the renounced 
order – so I will not do that!" But then finally Mahaprabhu convinced him, so he started to cut 
the hair. You see here on this picture Mahaprabhu is not a shaved up sannyasa, but a shining, 
beautiful young man who is emanating the luster of dedication to Krishna. Just imagine Him 
without the hair! Ah, this was very painful to the local people to see their beloved Nimai 
Pandit so much prepared to the bitter renunciation. So from the people of Katwa - who were 
gathering - some fainted, others started to cry, because it was very painful for them.  

And then you know that finally He received His initiation. But even the master was 
perplexed. Mahaprabhu first asked: "My master, I had a dream and in this dream I heard a 
mantra." And He leaned very close to the ear of the master: "This was the mantra. Is this that 
you will give to Me?" And the master said: "Yes, yes, this is what I should give to You." So 
what happened? Practically Mahaprabhu initiated the master first and then He received the 
mantra from him. Because we have to go according to the formalities, right? But if you will 
accept the sannyasa order, please, do not initiate your masters before – with your mantras, 
with your names, with your versions.  

 
(to be continued) 

 
 
 
 

31. Wherever You are this is Vrindavana 
(from lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
 

(continues from the previous issue) 
 
So, Mahaprabhu received His very grave initiation. Sannyasa means that you die for 

the world and you are born again for God. And if you start a new life it is best to go to a holy 
place. Mahaprabhu immediately entered a trance-like state. He wanted to run immediately to 
Vrindavana to meet His beloved Krishna and Radha there. And devotees around Him saw that 
He is in a dangerous state of mind, so they thought: "Better we misguide Him a little. Because 
Vrindavana is very far from Bengal, it is really far. He cannot go this entire long road. Better 
we kidnap Him." Therefore it was written that Nityananda Prabhu told Him: "This is not the 
Ganges, this is Yamuna." In this way He did not want to disturb too much Mahaprabhu's 
ecstasy, because Mahaprabhu felt: "Ah, I am running to Vrindavana to meet My beloved 
Lord. And finally what happened after few days of madly running? He came to Advaita 
Acharya's house! But Mahaprabhu knew that Advaita was not living in Vrindavana, he was 
living in Shantipur. Shantipur – the city of peace. But Mahaprabhu was not peaceful. He was 
very upset: "How is it that You are here, in Vrindavana, my dear Advaita?" Then Advaita 
said: "Well, actually this is Shantipur." Then Mahaprabhu was very upset: "How could you 
divert Me from My original destination here to Shantipur?!" And then a beautiful answer 
came from the devotees: "Wherever You are this is Vrindavana."  

Wherever You are this is Vrindavana. You have Mahaprabhu in the Sofia ashram, 
right? That is Vrindavana! Even if we don’t see, even if we don’t perceive, still this is a divine 
place. And we should act like this.  



 34

So, this was just one very famous event from Mahaprabhu's life. And again this story 
tells us a lot. There is a desire from God: "I want to go to this place", but what happens? By 
the desire of the devotees that plan is just canceled. Something else happens. But still it helps 
the whole event to evolve nicely.  

And never forget: "Wherever You are this is Vrindavana." Therefore we should be so 
pure, so dedicated and desperate in our service, in our longing so that Krishna or Mahaprabhu 
comes and turns our heart into Vrindavana.  

Today we have to finish our meetings here in Trigrad. But I wish that this mood 
should continue. Well, I am not sure that for the next twenty years we can come and spend 
one week here in Trigrad, just like the devotees lived in Mahaprabhu's presence in Puri. What 
to speak of spending half a year here in Trigrad – per year! But I think we shall have 
something to remember. Now our mood is tuned, our batteries are surcharged, so we can go 
back to our respective places, cultivate dedication in our hearts, go on with the services and 
wait for the next occasion to meet again and associate.  

 
 
 
 

32. Burn the candle from both ends 
(from lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
 

Question of Damodar: I have a practical question. In order to put it I shall relate a 
story about Shrila Prabhupada. One of his disciples was serving around him and somehow 
unwillingly stepped on his dhoti. He started to apologize: "Please, Prabhupad, forgive me, I 
have stepped on your dhoti!" And Prabhupad said: "Never mind! If you are so much engaged 
in service to Krishna, you can step even on my head." So my question is how to develop such 
a strong desire to serve so that all your fears go away? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Cook the soup every day! Practical question – practical answer. You 
will see.  

We have one devotee, for the last ten years probably every week she prepares cakes 
for the devotees, every week! Although she has a job, she has a family, she is busy like 
everybody else, but without being asked, or forced, or reminded, she is just bringing cakes 
every week to the meetings. Meanwhile her health changed, she started to be a diabetic. That 
means, she cannot even take from the cakes. Nevertheless she is doing that! This is service. 
These sweetmeats started to be indispensible elements of the weekly meetings. Just like 
provided by God, it is there, like air. And nobody is glorifying her, nobody is praying: "Ah, 
please, can you do that?" This is her fixed service, for years! And I am very happy that the 
devotees acknowledged this – this permanent engagement in the service of the vaishnavas. 
And when there is a birthday for the devotees she is not preparing only the normal cake, but 
one extra for the person celebrating. If there are two persons – two extra.  

So this is what I mean: Bhakti Yoga definitely is a mystical process, but we should be 
practical in our approach. And we should not escape the chances for service. Because if you 
don’t cook the soup today, nobody knows whether tomorrow you can cook it or not. Right? 
Maybe you will not be here or maybe there will be nobody to take your food or offering. So 
we should be very serious about our service mood. We should not hide from service or do it in 
such a way that: "Others could also have the benefit of taking my service." No, we should be 
very intent on service.  

You know the requirements for devotional service. There are two qualities. What are 
these two? Any ideas? How service starts to be devotional service? Damodar? 
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Damodar: Devotion.  
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, this is one ingredient – we do it with heart and soul. And the 

other?  
Prema: It should be given. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes. It is according to instruction. So if you get an instruction and 

you perform it with full heart and soul, then this is devotional service. So always be under 
instruction, under blessings we can say in other words. And burn your candle from both ends.  

So, how service becomes devotional service; be always under instruction and 
blessings, and do it nicely, give the best of your capacities. 

 
 
 
 

33. Not only a banana question 
(from lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
 

Question of Krishna Priya: What is preventing us from being fully dedicated and 
performing our services with full heart and soul? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Ignorance as a subjective contribution; and also illusion as, so to 
say, objective obstacle. But ultimately we can say that this is a lack of faith, lack of rasa, lack 
of love.  

Actually your question was more refined than Arjuna's question in the "Gita", because 
Arjuna asked: "What is this force that brings humans to sinful activities? What is this?" And 
then Krishna says: "Kama esha krodha esha rajo-guna samudbhavah32 – This is kama, this is 
the lust that pushes humans to sinful activities.  

But this question was about the sinful activities; your question was about lack of 
ability to perform something nice. This is the similar problem, but on a different level. So the 
answer is a little different. Of course, we could say: "Ah, this is kama, this is illusion. But this 
is a little more refined. Therefore I can say that ultimately that is lack of faith. Faith in a very 
broad sense. Like, for example, if we don’t know the method, how it works, then we are 
ignorant of the results and we are hesitant to do it. Right, this is very much possible – you are 
hesitating: "Maybe it is good, maybe it is not good." This is one element of this inability.  

The other is when we are negligent about our service: "I don’t mind if the soup is salty 
or not, or it is too hot or too spicy – I don’t mind." This is not a nice approach if we don’t pay 
attention. And it will also prevent us from the ability to taste it, to do it fully. 

But ultimately we can say that this is a lack of love. Because if you love someone, 
then you want to give him the best, right? And giving the best means sacrifice. But Shrila 
Shridhara Maharaj says: "Sacrifice is joy." Shall I give you an example? In the old days, you 
know, the budget of the temple was quite limited. And bananas were not really available in 
the shops in those days. And one of my brothers told to Gurudev: "Bananas are so expensive 
that we cannot afford, I cannot buy for devotees bananas, because it is too expensive"- that 
was the explanation. And Gurudev said: "What?! Expensive? Then you don’t eat bananas, but 
buy it for the others!" Because service means sacrifice. In both senses: make the efforts to 
take the money to buy the bananas; and you don’t take! It's double tapasya. Work – and no 
bananas! So beware, beware before starting this Bhakti Yoga process! It is full of tapasya. 
You have to work and there is no banana. But this means heart and soul service to others: I 
take the efforts, I take the troubles in order others could enjoy the benefit. It is so obvious!  
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And this is not only a banana question. Because once it happenned that 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati was in danger. When the devotees were travelling together, big 
group, in some places they were not very well accepted. Sometimes instead of throwing 
flowers over them, they were throwing stones over them. And once Bhaktisiddhanta was 
threatened to be killed. And he had one disciple, Keshava Maharaj, who looked very much 
like him. So what was the idea of the disciple? "I will go disguised as you, better they kill me 
and you are safe." So this is not a question of bananas. This is a question of the readiness to 
give our life to save the temple, to serve the devotees, to save our master.  

This is what I mean: the theory is there – apply it in your life. This is a serious thing. 
Don’t be reluctant in service.  

 
 
 
 

34. Opening the divine window 
(from lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
 

Question of Krishna Priya: It is easier for me to serve when I see the object of my 
service – for example in the temple, devotees or Gurudev, but at home it is difficult for me, 
because I don’t see the object. Maybe this is a problem with my visualization? 

Tirtha Maharaj: But wait a minute! Krishna is pervading the whole universe! Except 
your home – or what? That is surprising.  

But you are correct in one sense, because when worship is performed, then we feel the 
presence of our God very intensely. When we see the devotees, we see that they are dedicated 
to their masters like anything. When we see our master we see that he is dedicated to God like 
anything. This is parampara. And when we see our God, Krishna, then we see that He is fully 
dedicated to Radharani. This is a very glorious parampara.  

But what to do at home, this is just like a desert. No Radha, no Krishna, no guru, no 
vaishnava, no temple, no deity – nothing, only the television, the main focus of attention, 
evening lecture. Of course you are frustrated. You listen to all the stupidities emanating from 
the one-eyed guru. I have to tell you, from time to time I check it. The message is still the 
same: broken, killed, kidnapped, bombing, violence, even the weather is bad.  

Therefore it is suggested that we should turn our home into a temple. Then it will 
change, if you invite the presence of Krishna. It is very nice to establish an altar in our homes. 
For example to have a nice picture of the temple altar – then you invite the temple into your 
home. Then you can worship Mahaprabhu through this altar. Just like in every Christian home 
there is an icon or cross or whatever – some symbol to remind that this home also belongs to 
God. And I am also a guest here. In the same way we can also have this connection. And 
when we invite the presence of God into our home, establish an altar, find a deity, find a 
picture, start pujas, offerings, lamps, incense, prayers, you will see that certain spiritual 
vibration will emanate from that source. And this is not only a transformation in the space – 
that you put certain object on a shelf – but this is like when you are opening the window and 
fresh air is entering your home. In this way, by establishing an altar we open the divine 
window, so that the divine energy enters our home. And then you will feel the power. You 
will see the object of your service.  

This is very important. Everybody can establish a home altar. It is not necessary to 
buy, to collect deities here and there, because this is not the method. We have the center of 
our worship in the Sofia ashram. And you can be connected to that ashram by this private 
worship, private service. That would be very nice. And also if you study at home, if you read 
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revealed scriptures, again you will feel connected. Because we have to feel this connection – I 
am connected to God, I am connected to guru, I am connected to the service, to the devotees. 
We need that divine company. This is the way to help our conviction to grow. And also by 
chanting the names – as we discussed recently – we are just entering plane of vibration of 
divine names. It also helps us. 

 
 
 
 

35. Proud to be a devotee 
(from lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009, Trigrad) 

 
Question of Dani: I want to ask if we like souls, have the faith and the love inside us, 

but they are covered, or we receive them from somewhere?  
Tirtha Maharaj: It's a good question. We have to examine where these, so to say, 

objects exists. Whether inside, or outside? Do we possess it originally or receive it from 
someone?  

Well, some think that love – and, of course, I am always talking about divine love, the 
spiritual love, the function of the soul – so some think that this is inside of them. Others think 
that this is only outside of them. The third group says this is inside and outside. We can say 
that the soul in its original, pure form, possesses practically this capacity – loving, affectionate 
capacity, aura, energy. This is like inner capacity of love, inside, immanent capacity of the 
soul. But if we observe that the whole universe is an act of love from God, then we can see 
that love is outside also. Actually we are swimming in ocean of love.  

Therefore it is said in the bhakti process that ashraya and vishaya is very important. 
Vishaya means the object. Bhakti has an object that we do not only visualize, but we embrace. 
It is not enough only to visualize the lotus feet of Krishna, we have to capture these. Now you 
might think that these are poetic words. But if I say: is it enough to visualize the soup? You 
will immediately understand that this is not enough. You have to do something about it: cut 
the vegetables, heat the fire, put all the ingredients, offer and eat. In the same way, simply 
visualizing the object of our dedication is not enough; we have to do it.  

Krishna is the object of service, He is the object of approach, the object of love, He is 
the goal. And who has this capacity to love? This is the jiva. So jiva is the ashraya-tattva of 
bhakti. That means: bhakti, loving service, takes shelter of the jiva, who is trying to serve 
Krishna. Ashraya means "shelter". So, in that sense we can say that love is inside the jiva. 
This is the capacity of the jiva to approach the Supreme. And then, if the process is pure 
enough, the magic starts to happen. Because then the serving mood of the jiva attracts the 
attention of Krishna. For example, if you chant very nicely, very softly, deeply from your 
heart, then He will hear! "Someone is calling Me! Where is he?" We have to capture His 
attention. And then Krishna starts to forget about His position of being an object of love and 
He wants to be the subject of love, the shelter of love.  

And actually this was happening in the case of Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. As we 
know, there were some main objectives why He appeared like a devotee – because He was 
very curious to understand what the devotees appreciate in Him. And also He wanted to taste 
the nectar of dedication. Therefore He came as a devotee. And just imagine, if God is ready to 
become a servant – Chaitanya Mahaprabhu came as a devotee, Krishna started to be the 
chariot driver of Arjuna, Lord Jesus went on the cross as a sacrifice for you –if God, divine 
personalities are ready to accept your position as a human being, as a servant, then this is a 
very glorious position to be a devotee. Be proud to be a servant!  
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Then these ashraya-vishaya roles are exchanged. Then God starts to be a practitioner 
and the devotee, pure devotee, starts to be the object of worship of the Supreme.  

God is omnipotent, right? Do you agree? Yes, yes, we agree. But is it possible for Him 
to serve a pure devotee? Whether He is able to exercise His service attitude to a fully 
renounced and dedicated pure devotee? We can say no. Because, as we had seen, the devotees 
kidnapped Mahaprabhu, His plan was broken. So the devotee principle is stronger thant the 
divine, God principle. In the same way God's omnipotence is curbed by the willpower of the 
pure devotees. Because they are not ready to accept any service from the Supreme. Then, in 
such a moment you can see Krishna perplexed. "What am I to do?! This guy does not take 
anything from Me! I try to give him all mercy, all blessings and he is only chanting this "Hare 
Krishna"! What am I to do?!" God is perplexed.  

But then the solution comes – the simple devotee, who may be not pure hundred 
percent yet, but he is dedicated to the pure devotees. And he can cook the soup for him. Or he 
can clean the pots, or he can sometimes wash the dhoti. Then Krishna is very satisfied. Then 
His attention is focused on this new devotee: "He can do what I cannot! He can serve My pure 
devotees, what I cannot do, because they are not ready to accept My service. So I give all My 
blessings to this neophyte! Because he can do what I cannot."  

Therefore we should always feel like neophytes. Because Krishna likes the neophytes. 
This is the mood that we should preserve. And, nevertheless, cook the soup.  

If we mention only ashraya-tattva, vishaya-tattva, everything is so dry, theoretical. 
But when we understand what it is and then we put it into practice, nectar will come. In the 
hope that this nectar is showered over you, we stop the discussion now.  
 

 
 

36. Two stories 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009) 

 
 

“On the way toward Jagannātha Purī, Caitanya Mahāprabhu performed many other 
pastimes. He visited various temples and heard the story about Mādhavendra Purī and the 
installation of Gopāla. From Nityānanda Prabhu, Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu heard the 
story of Kṣīra-curī Gopīnātha and of the witness Gopāla. Then Nityānanda Prabhu broke the 
sannyāsa rod belonging to Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu.”33 

So we enter the last section of the life story described by Krishna das Кaviraj, the life 
story of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. And our Chaitanya is standing here and now we understand 
and investigate His last pastimes on this planet Earth. He started to become a monk in a secret 
place that is called Jagannatha Puri. He accepted sannyas in Bengal, and then He wanted to go 
to Vrindavana, but finally he went in Jagannatha Puri - that was a famous pilgrimage place. 
And here His journey starts. While going to Jagannatha Puri He visited many different 
temples. And you know, if you visit the temples in India, you will hear many stories. Just like 
here, if you visit the monasteries, in each and every monastery – who was this freedom 
fighter? – Levski was hiding in each and every monastery and had some caves and hidden 
places to hide… So you have the stories. In the same way in India all the temples they do 
have stories also.  

And two very famous stories are mentioned here. One is Kshira Chora Gopinath and 
the other is Gopal the Witness. If next time we shall have some more energy, we shall 
dedicate more attention to these stories. Actually these are stories of two temple Deities in 
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India – Gopinath and Gopal – these are names of Krishna. And Kshira Chora means person 
who steals khir. Khir is a very nice sweet made of milk. How it happens? But I don’t want to 
start the story, because then we have to analyze it deeply, but to put it very, very short: you 
know, as we offer food to our Lord on the altar, in this temple - it is in Remuna – they always 
offer these very sweet preparations. And this Gopinath understood that one very good devotee 
arrived, so He preserved some of the sweets to him. Again we came to the previous topic 
when God serves His devotees, the servants. Then there is a very nice, elaborate story, 
describing how it happened. This is one miracle – when God saves food for His devotees. But 
the other is an even greater miracle – this is the story of Gopala. When two pilgrims made a 
vow, like contract in front of the Gopala deity (Krishna), and later on the elder person did not 
want to keep his word. It happens sometimes, right – you agree on certain points and then 
somebody changes his mind. But as they had Gopal, or God Himself, as a witness, the 
younger one invited Him. So this making vow happened in a very far, distant place from their 
living village, in Vrindavana. And the younger one went back to Vrindavana, to pray to Gopal 
again: “Something is happened, please come and testify for me.” So he was praying very 
sincerely so much so that Gopal started to answer. He said: “I am a statue, how can I walk 
such a big distance?” And the boy said: “If You can speak, then You can walk also. Please, 
come!” And then God agreed: “All right, I will come with you on two conditions. What are 
the two conditions? The first is that every day you offer one kg. rice cooked for Me, because 
when I walk I am hungry, I have to take something.” “All right – said the young man, I will 
keep this promise. What is the second?” “The second is never look back if I am following you 
or not.” “Yes, I will do that.” And God made a little excuse for the young man, He said: “But 
you will hear always My ankle-bells.“ So they were walking the long distance, every day one 
kg. rice plus never turning back. But when they approached the village then the boy did not 
hear the ankle-bells, so he was frightened: “Maybe my Lord is not following me! Where are 
You?!” and he turned. And Gopal said: “Sorry, I will not move anymore. I will stay here.” So 
on that spot He testified later on for the young man.  

Actually to listen to these stories gave much happiness to Mahaprabhu. 
 
 
 

37. Nityananda breaks the rod of Mahaprabhu 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009) 

 
 

“After His sannyās rod was broken by Nityānanda Prabhu, Caitanya Mahāprabhu 
apparently became very angry and left His company to travel alone to the Jagannātha temple. 
When Caitanya Mahāprabhu entered the Jagannātha temple and saw Lord Jagannātha, He 
immediately lost His senses and fell down on the ground. After Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu 
saw Lord Jagannātha in the temple and fell down unconscious, Sārvabhauma Bhaṭṭācārya 
took Him to his home. The Lord remained unconscious until the afternoon, when He finally 
regained His consciousness.”34 

So, this was a very special moment when Mahaprabhu as a young ascetic entered the 
famous temple of Jagannath. Entered the temple, saw the Lord’s form and immediately lost 
His consciousness. Fell in ecstasy and ecstasy is the topmost platform of yoga, so much so 
that His body was lifeless. In such moments the doctors use a very special method to check 
whether a person is still alive or not – they take a little thread of cotton and they put it in front 
of the nose. And if the breathing, or prana, is still moving in and out, then this little thread 
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will move, tremble. So this elderly man, Sarvabhauma, who was like a professor, he took this 
method to check whether this young sannyasi is still alive or died on the spot meeting God. 
And finally he found out that He is still alive, so there is some hope. So he took Mahaprabhu 
home and there Mahaprabhu regained His consciousness. Sarvabhauma was a great scholar of 
the Vedanta philosophy. Later on he achieved the mercy of Mahaprabhu to give up his 
philosophical inclination in order to become a full-hearted devotee.  

So it proves that miracles do exist. And we should wait for the miracles in our lives 
also, which is very much possible to happen.  

Question: I wonder why Nityananda broke the rod? 
Tirtha Maharaj: Well, a rod is useful until it is unbroken. When a rod is broken into 

two, it is difficult to use anymore, but maybe somehow you can use it. But if it is broken into 
three, it is practically impossible to use. But the reason why this rod was broken into three is a 
philosophical reason. Because the one rod is a symbol of one certain school of Vedanta 
philosophy. The one rod means everything is one, all are one. This is the monistic philosophy 
– everything is one, one principle. One principle – one rod, right? Mahaprabhu took sannyas 
from one person belonging to that sampradaya, because practically at those times this was the 
only institution where sannyas was available. But Nityananda Prabhu knew that Mahaprabhu 
does not belong to that monistic sampradaya, but He belongs to a dualistic or trialistic 
sampradaya. In what sense? Dualism is the philosophy of Madhva Acharya. Wherever you 
see a very strong person, sitting in full lotus and hands raised like this (showing two fingers, 
like Jesus), you should know that this is Madhva Acharya – atma and paramatma, always 
two. So victory depends on two principles – you and God. But Mahaprabhu was even more – 
He had this triple aspect. But what is this triple aspect? Three rods – three principles. What 
are the three principles, Yashodka?  

Yashoda: God, soul and love.  
Tirtha Maharaj: Nice, but not exactly correct.  
Kripadham: Achintya bhedabheda tattva. 
Somebody else: Father, Son and the holy spirit. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Well, maybe that also, but actually our symbolism about sannyas is 

surrender, full surrender. That means that you have to dedicate your activities, your words and 
your thoughts to God. Three. Triple dedication. But if you examine closely a danda – danda 
means the rod – a vaishnava danda, you will see three rods plus one, small little one on the 
top. What is that? We have already dedicated everything – our activities, our words, our 
thoughts – what is left? This is the atma danda on the top, small, atma danda – when you 
dedicate your existence, you give your self also.  

Therefore, in order to propagate this three times dedication, Nityananda broke this rod 
into three pieces. And since that time the vaishnava sannyasis, Gaudia sannyasis, they use 
three staffs. And they add this self dedication also.  

Nityananda is guru-tattva, right? So he wants to protect Mahaprabhu from 
misunderstanding, I mean others misunderstand Him. Because guru always protects the 
dignity of the line. Always protects the philosophy not to be broken and misused and also 
protects the disciple not to be misled. Therefore this episode shows these different meanings. 
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38. Immediate and original reasons of Mahaprabhu's coming 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009) 
 

Question of Damodar: Before God appears on the Earth there are years of 
preparation. Could you please tell us some of the signs for the appearance of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu? And not only signs but personalities.  

Tirtha Maharaj: There are good omens and bad omens. In the Kali Yuga the bad 
omens are in majority. The good signs are few. But still there are some good signs. For 
example, in the morning if you walk out of your door and you see a banana tree – this is a 
very positive sign. Little difficult in Sofia. Or if you see cows for example – that is also a 
good sign. That is easier, especially in a village. And many other signs, omens are there which 
are favourable and unfavourable. Time has this tendency of degradation. And as the ages go 
down, the level of mercy is raised. So when you see most fallen situation, most fallen 
condition, this is the best omen, best sign, so to say, to invite God.  

And it is said that before the appearance of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu people had a very 
degraded life – wasting their money on animal fights, breaking the principles of moral codes, 
and having religious or pseudo religious practices of lower types, like Kali worship, naga 
worship, etc. So the general condition of people was very fallen and some of the predecessors, 
so to say, of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, saw the very degraded mood and the frightening future 
of humanity. Especially Advaita Achariya, He was a senior member of the vaishnava group in 
Bengal; and Haridasa Thakura – they were, so to say, the forerunners. So Advaita Achariya 
started to pray to God Supreme: “Please, come and save humanity.” And besides the prayers, 
He started worship. Started worship with Ganges water, tulasi leaves, offerings, prayers. And 
His prayer was so powerful, that finally that was an invitation. We can say that that was the 
practical reason why Mahaprabhu came. Otherwise He is considered divine energy, 
manifestation of divine energy – this Advaita.  

But this is the immediate reason why Mahaprabhu came. The original reason was that 
Krishna wanted to taste how it feels to be a devotee. He wanted to understand His attractive 
power and He wanted to understand the depth of Radharani’s love for Him. So these are the 
three reasons why God came as Mahaprabhu. This is the internal reason; and the external 
reason is the degraded position of the Earth, humanity.  

Five hundred years ago it was a degraded position. In the beginning of the 20th 
century Bhaktivinoda Thakura wrote: “Ah, the conditions on the Earth are so degraded that 
only an incarnation of God can help the situation.” So he was expecting another incarnation to 
come. Well, maybe it is not Narasimha who appeared. Maybe it is not Kalki who appeared. 
But somebody came. And this is actually, we can say in brackets, a grandson of Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura. Because Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s son is Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati, and his spiritual 
son, his disciple – Shrila Prabhupada. And Shrila Shridhara Maharaj, who is before 
Prabhupada, called his god-brother, Bhaktivedanta Swami, shaktyavesha-avatar. So the 
prophesy of Bhaktivinoda came true, we can say. Divine power came to planet Earth to help 
humanity. The prophecies of the great ones always come true.  

Then what to do? Shall we ask our seniors these questions, like prophecies? Shall we 
ask our masters about our private future? Beware! Their words will come true. So if our 
masters tell: “Ah, you will become a great preacher,” it will come true. Or if he says: “You 
will become a humble devotee,” irrespective of your great ego. Or etc.  

So, God never leaves the humans. There is always a chance for purification and 
connection. And with Mahaprabhu some others also came – like His brother, so to say, 
although coming from a different family – this is Nityananda, who is guru-tattva. Jaya Shri 
Krishna Chaitanya, Prabhu Nityananda, Shri Advaita, Gadadhara and Shrivasa – these are the 
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five personalities who appeared and played a major role in this chapter of divinity. They 
represent divine aspects and divine energies and divine servants of the Supreme. And in this 
way the picture is complete. So God, His main energy, His teacher - shakti, His divine power, 
and His bhakta-shakti. His divine, internal energy – like Gadadhara. And when Mahaprabhu 
left, slowly-slowly all these other personalities also withdraw. The sons of Advaita Prabhu 
started their own, so to say, sampradayas. And the Nityananda line is still alive. So we can 
see that this Chaitanya tree has branched off into many, many lines, schools, traditions. 
Gaudiya Math is one such organization, ISKCON is another one and I hope we are another 
small little sprig on Mahaprabhu’s tree.  

Yashoda: Which is the line of Nityananda Prabhu?  
Tirtha Maharaj: This is the gopa-line. We are the gopi-line. Their main ideal is the 

gopa association with God, with Krishna. 
 
 
 
 

39. Religion is relative, faith is absolute 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 17.07.2009) 

 
 
Question: My question is as follows: there is a book, recently appeared, that 

documents the youth of Jesus Christ and there it is described that the years between his 
childhood and last years when he was preaching he spent in India, especially in Kashmir, and 
he learned there the science which is described here. What is your opinion about this version, 
is this true?  

Tirtha Maharaj: Well, personally I can accept that theory. Because it is very unusual 
that such a great personality like Lord Jesus some almost twenty years are missing from his 
life. Very unusual! He disappeared or what? He was introduced to the temple, he was 
preaching to the high priests and all of a sudden disappeared for twenty years. Right, and then 
he acts like a simple carpenter. Very unusual – that missing part of the story. And actually this 
is a period for any man to collect more knowledge, to learn, to study. And if we examine the 
later activities of Jesus and if we know something about the secrets and mystic powers of 
yogis, it is very similar. For example Lord Jesus was able to pacify the natural forces, the 
storm on the sea. And according to some yoga practices, you can gain such a power, that you 
can influence nature. Or the other thing: he was walking on the water, which is another 
famous achievement of yoga. Or: he was healing by the hand. Which is again practiced in the 
East. Or the most glorious and the most famous activity of his – that he practically dies and 
then came back to life – which is practiced by some yogis. They slow down the bodily 
functions, bury themselves under the earth, like twenty meters down in a coffin for two 
weeks, then somebody takes them back and they come back to life. Very unusual! The whole 
Christian faith is based on the resurrection of Lord Jesus - yogis can do that. Although they do 
not establish a religion on it.  

So, these activities were very unusual in the western part of the Middle East, but some 
people were very well acquainted with these in the East, India. Or, if you try to compare the 
teachings of Lord Jesus and the eastern way of thinking, you will find many parallels. 
Although they say that even from the New Testament only like 6-8 % of the sentences can be 
traced back to him, original sayings. But anyway, this is a different question. So you can find 
many parallels, many similarities between the life style and this missing time, the activities 
and the teachings also. We can say: coincidence. But if you go to Kashmir and if you ask the 
local people of a certain village – I forgot the name of the village – where they preserve the 
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tomb of Isa: the name is Isa, they have an Upanishad, revealed scripture, called Isa 
Upanishad. And usually the Upanishads, the secret teachings, sometimes are named after the 
teacher. And these local priests that take care of the tomb will tell you that yes, somebody 
returned, came to India from West as a preacher. Son of God, he is called son of God. And 
actually there was a Russian traveller, Alexander Notovich, who I think in the end of the 19th 
century has travelled to Kashmir and to Tibet to different places and he met such monks, who 
had knowledge about Jesus. There were some scriptures in the eastern monasteries, describing 
some activities of Jesus. It is said that he travelled even to Jagannath Puri, even to Bengal, this 
part – so practically the whole India Isa has travelled through.  

But it is up to the person – if somebody accepts these versions or doubts. And of 
course we should not question the faith and the basic tenets of Christianity. But some people 
say that after reading of “Bhagavad Gita”, for example, they understand the Bible much 
better. Because the language or the topic is the same – love of Godhead and divine topics – 
but certain points are maybe more elaborate or more divert, directly given.  

We respect the faith of all pure-hearted practitioners and we are sure that by following 
any authorized, bona fide path you can reach back home, back to Godhead. So, the parallels 
are striking. We should think. And what more – we should also think, if Lord Jesus would 
return, because half of the world waits for the second advent of Lord Jesus, if he would come 
in orange robes, with shaved head, dancing and singing, but telling the same message, would 
you recognize him? Or you say: “Ah, this is something strange for me, where is his beard?” 
So, we should come to some essential points. And if you examine the teachings, hardly you 
can find any big, major controversies.  

This shows that we are all brothers and sisters. Not only in our small temple or in a 
pravoslav church – but the Roman Catholics they are not so much our brothers, what to speak 
of the Buddhists, or the Jews, or this or that… Religion separates humans. Faith unites. 
Because religion is relative. Faith is absolute, transcendental. Nevertheless, stick to religious 
practices also. In the name of unifying all the “I don’t know what” we should not give up our 
practice. And our teachers had this vision. When they asked Shrila Prabhupada whether it is 
good to convert people or not, he said: “It is not necessary to convert them.” He said: “If you 
are a Christian, be a good Christian. If you are a Muslim, be a good Muslim.” Do your 
practice sincerely, deeply. If you are a devotee, be a devotee. Because divine love is beyond 
the religious formalities. And God is not a member of any religious organization on the planet 
Earth.  
 
 

 
40. Personal touch 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 18.07.2009, Sofia) 
 
 

We try to follow a personal philosophy. On the first hand it means we have a personal 
conception of Godhead. On the other hand it also means that we must have a personal 
experience of God. And thirdly it should mean that we are very personal in our activities. And 
from this song, “Shri Shri Shad Goswami Ashtakam” (url to podcast), you can feel that 
personal gratitude from the vaishnavas towards the higher ones. We can describe theoretically 
the greatness of the goswamis in scientific treatises – or we can sing this song, fully 
surcharged with the feelings of the subordinates.  

Bhakti means personal touch. And in some cases devotees practice as a routine. I see 
that this is very surprising and astonishing to you, yet sometimes it happens. But sometimes 
you can touch that personal attitude, deeply surcharged with emotions, gratitude, etc. This is 
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what we are searching for, because if you are connected to that plane there is no any obstacle 
in your spiritual path. Because by this transmission of powers the insignificant becomes 
glorious, the small becomes great, the servant becomes a master and the master becomes a 
servant. Just like in the case of the goswamis, although they were highly respected by all, they 
felt themselves like humble servants of all. At the same time they were stalwarts of devotional 
science and also like the heroes of renunciation, best chanters and many more.  

If you achieve mercy, this is just like an investment in your life. You can lose it on the 
stock exchange of material dealings, or you can deposit it in the treasure house of the bank of 
the holy name. Are you a good investor? Or you need some financial advisor? We all need 
financial advisors in devotional dealings. And if you follow the example of the goswamis, 
then your assets will grow.  

So preserve the mood of the goswamis in your heart. 
 
 
 

41. Ranga Kshetra temple 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 18.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
“The Lord had left Nityānanda's company and had gone alone to the Jagannātha 

temple, but later Nityānanda, Jagadānanda, Dāmodara and Mukunda came to see Him, and 
after seeing Him they were very pleased. After this incident, Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu 
bestowed His mercy upon Sārvabhauma Bhaṭṭācārya by showing him His original form as the 
Lord. After bestowing mercy upon Sārvabhauma Bhaṭṭācārya, the Lord started for southern 
India. When He came to Kūrma-kṣetra, He delivered a person named Vāsudeva. After visiting 
Kūrma-kṣetra, the Lord visited the South Indian temple of Jiyaḍa-nṛsiḿha and offered His 
prayers to Lord Nṛsiḿhadeva. On His way, He introduced the chanting of the Hare Kṛṣṇa 
mahā-mantra in every village. Once the Lord mistook the forest on the bank of the river 
Godāvarī to be Vṛndāvana.” Godavari is in South India and Vrindavana is in the upper 
center.”In that place He happened to meet Rāmānanda Rāya.”35 

This meeting with Ramananda Raya is a very famous event, because here they started 
a discussion, concerning the goal of life. And I think this discussion is very appropriate even 
now – what is the goal of our life. They started with some social activities and finished with 
something impossible to express. We have that book in Bulgarian? “Ultimate goal of life”36? 
Yes. So you please, study that.  

“He visited the places known as Tirumala and Tirupati, where He extensively 
preached the chanting of the Lord's holy name. After visiting the temples of Tirumala and 
Tirupati, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu had to subdue some atheists. He then visited the temple of 
Ahovala-nṛsiḿha.”37And of course it is very easy to visit a Nrisimha temple in South India. In 
every village you find at least few Nrisimha shrines or temples.  

“When Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu came to the land of Śrī Rańga-kṣetra, on the bank of 
the Kāverī, He visited the temple of Śrī Rańganātha and was there overwhelmed in the ecstasy 
of love of Godhead.”38 

Ranga Kshetra is a huge temple. It has got the tallest entrance, gopuram, in the whole 
Asia. And this entrance tower is fully decorated with ornaments and statues of different gods 
and stories from Mahabharata. This is a huge complex and in front of that there is a small 
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chapel, erected by Gaudiya Math, stating that Chaitanya Mahaprabhu also visited this place 
and there is His form.  

When we visited this place, it was fascinating! This is rather a big city and from one 
end to another you have to travel. This temple complex is just like a separate small little city 
inside the town. This is a very famous and important center for the Shri vaishnavas, Ramanuja 
sampradaya. And a huge and gorgeous Vishnu deity is worshipped there. This temple has got 
some seven circles that you have to go through. Around the temple, around the first circle is 
normal life of Indian hustle. Then you enter the first – there is no more eating. Outside you 
can find practically the best parata in India, but when you enter, there is no more food. Other 
shops you can find, like saris and this and that, but food – no. If you go one more step inside 
– even less business and more spirituality. Later on there is only puja articles in the next 
circle. Then in the next circle only flowers and offerings to the deities. And finally when you 
enter the inner circle of the temple, the inner yard, it is like a field, there are pilgrims and 
brahmins sitting by dozens and chanting their mantras and it is a very divine atmosphere. And 
in the centre there is this huge Vishnu deity. And somewhere in one side courtyard you find 
the samadhi of Ramanuja. This is a very impressive place and no doubt Mahaprabhu visited it 
and also felt like in ecstasy.  

 
 
 

42. We belong to the same line 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 18.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
“Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu lived at the house of Trimalla Bhaṭṭa for the four months 

of the rainy season. Śrī Trimalla Bhaṭṭa was both a member of the Śrī Vaiṣṇava community 
and a learned scholar; therefore when he saw Caitanya Mahāprabhu, who was both a great 
scholar and a great devotee of the Lord, he was very much astonished. Lord Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu passed the Cāturmāsya months with the Śrī Vaiṣṇavas, singing, chanting the 
holy name and dancing. After the end of Cāturmāsya, Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu continued 
traveling throughout South India. At that time He met Paramānanda Purī. After this, 
Kṛṣṇadāsa, the servant of Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu, was delivered from the clutches of a 
Bhaṭṭathāri.”39 

Well, this event was very special, because this Krishnadas, the name is “servant of 
God, of Krishna” and he was travelling with Mahaprabhu. Still he fell not in ecstasy, but in 
maya. But Mahaprabhu was dragging him back by the hair. Therefore those, who are willing 
to fall in maya or who are apt to fall in maya, they should have a shikha. Those who don’t, 
they don’t need to. Because by the shikha Mahaprabhu can catch it and bring you back to 
normal condition. So if somebody does not have a shikha that means he is resisting the 
temptations of illusion.  

“Caitanya Mahāprabhu then preached that Lord Kṛṣṇa's name should also be chanted 
by brāhmaṇas who were accustomed to chanting Lord Rāma's name. Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu then met Śrī Rańga Purī and mitigated all the sufferings of a brāhmaṇa named 
Rāmadāsa. Caitanya Mahāprabhu also had a discussion with the Tattvavādī community, and 
the Tattvavādīs felt themselves to be inferior Vaiṣṇavas.”40 

Tattvavadi - that means cultivators of tattva or those who follow the principles of 
tattva. They belong to the Madhva line, so Mahaprabhu had and encounter with both the Shri 
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vaishnavas and the Madhva vaishnavas. Ramanuja and Madhva line are most predominant in 
South India. But Mahaprabhu met also Madhva vaishnavas in other places – which place?  

Kripadham: Gaya. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, Gaya. Gaya is very favourite place, because Kripadham Prabhu 

had visited it. So later on the Bulgarian vaishnavas, next next generations, will go there and 
erect a small chapel: “Our great saint, His Holiness Shriman Kripadham Acharya Prabhu, ki 
jay, has visited this place in 2006.” It is good to record it. And this will be just like a 
pilgrimage place for the Bulgarian vaishnavism.  

But apart from your visit, this is also a famous place. Sita-Ram visited the place, Lord 
Buddha visited the place; and this very famous Durga temple is there, she also visited 
somehow, partly she visited. And Lord Vishnu also visited this place, Gaya. Because there 
was a great demon in Gaya. This was a holy place, so the demon also went there for 
purification. And finally he achieved that Lord Vishnu was kicking him in the chest. So the 
Lord has put down His footprint on his chest and that was enough for liberation. This temple 
is maintained by the Madhva sampradaya. But interesting enough, very close to that temple 
there is a center of Shankaracharya also. So wherever vaishnavas have gone, Shankara also 
has put a signal: “We are also here.” But when we met a young brahmin boy there and he 
said: “Well, I can guide you,” he said: “I am madhva, you are madhva, so we can go into the 
temple.” He was sharing: “We belong to the same line.” Other times when I met some Shri 
vaishnavas, they were also very, very nice gentlemen. So in this way Mahaprabhu met both 
the Ramanuja line, Shri vaishnavism and the Madhva line, Dvaita line.  

“Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu then visited the Viṣṇu temples of Anantadeva, 
Puruṣottama, Śrī Janārdana, Padmanābha and Vāsudeva. After that, Lord Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu delivered the celebrated Sapta-tāla trees, took His bath at Setubandha41 and 
visited the temple of Lord Śiva known as Rāmeśvara. At Rāmeśvara, Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu had a chance to read the Kūrma Purāṇa, in which He discovered that the form 
of Sītā kidnapped by Rāvaṇa was not that of the real Sītā but a mere shadow representation. 
Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu was very glad to read about the false Sītā, and He remembered His 
meeting with Rāmadāsa Vipra, who was very sorry that mother Sītā had been kidnapped by 
Rāvaṇa. Indeed, Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu eagerly tore this page from the Kūrma Purāṇa, 
although the book was very old, and He later showed it to Rāmadāsa Vipra, whose 
unhappiness was mitigated.”42 

So, in this respect it is very important not to imitate the great ones, but to follow. 
Whenever you see an old book, do not tear the pages out. In the same way, when Krishna is 
stealing, don’t imitate. Because that is not nice. Whatever is charming from God is very 
disgusting from humans.  

“Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu also found two other books — namely, the Brahma-
saḿhitā and Kṛṣṇa-karṇāmṛta. Knowing these books to be excellent, He took them to present 
to His devotees.” So, those who have “Brahma Samhita” and “Krishna Karnamrita” are very 
fortunate. “After collecting these books, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu returned to Jagannātha 
Purī. At that time, the bathing ceremony of Jagannātha was taking place, and He saw it.”43 

So, this is about the Southern pilgrimage tour of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Of course the 
places and the whole trip are more elaborately given in the shastras. So maybe once we shall 
be able to organize a South Indian pilgrimage tour to visit all the places that were visited by 
Mahaprabhu. But right now we try to organize a pilgrimage to Vrindavana, which was visited 
by Krishna and where He resides. 
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43. Vaishnava culture 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 18.07.2009, Sofia) 
 
 

Question of Damodar: My question concerns the six types of dealings between 
devotees. Here (in the songbook) these dealings are described a little bit different as I knew 
them. “To visit the meetings of devotees, to invite devotees in your home; to listen and to 
discuss devotional topics; to accept mahaprasadam from devotees and to offer 
mahaprasadam to devotees.” For the first one especially - I knew it is to buy some things and 
present them to devotees. Here is a new point for me – that you should visit the meetings of 
devotees and that you should invite them in your home.  

Tirtha Maharaj: Why not? 
Damodar: Is this cancelling the presents?  
Tirtha Maharaj: Well, if we are following the calculative line, you can think: six 

elements, all right. So I will visit their gatherings, but no presents! But better we expand the 
services, right? If you visit the temple, bring some gifts for Krishna or the vaishnavas. 
Because if one person has to finance for example all the bhoga expenses of the temple for a 
month, that is quite a sum. But if everybody is bringing something every day visiting the 
temple, this sum is decreased, nobody is burdened and everybody is happy, because 
everybody is joining the service. But it needs a little organization. Because if everybody 
brings only potatoes, well, Mahaprabhu will be satisfied. But if somebody brings pepper also, 
Mahaprabhu is more satisfied.  

So, this is part of the vaishnava culture. Don’t meet God and don’t meet guru without 
bringing something to them. At least a few good words: “Gurudev, I have sold so many 
books.” Or “I have invited so many guests for the next occasion.” Don’t think if you bring 
your complaints that is a very welcome, glorious offering. Or if you bring your mind only as 
an offering to the Lord. “Others bring the flowers, but You have enough flowers, I give my 
mind.”  

And especially for householders this is very appropriate to invite sadhus. Because then 
our home turns into a temple. And also even if we are not willing to distribute gifts, when a 
sadhu comes, he might have a good eye and a good taste and he will understand what is your 
favourite item at home that you are most attached to. Then he will say: “Ah, such a nice piece 
of – stone, for example – can you give it to me? We need that stone in the temple.” Actually 
once it happened to me. I had a very old like a fossil, few million years old and I am attached 
to stones. And we had a very dear friend visiting, Nrisingha Maharaj, and you know, he is 
also a good collector. And when he saw all these stones and fossils around, he said: “Ah, that 
is an interesting piece. May I have that?” And, you know, if a sannyasi asks something you 
should not say “no”. So I felt the strong cables of attachment being cut by vaishnavas. And 
with trembling hands I had to deliver this to him.  

Same happened in the family of Nityananda Prabhu. Because once a sannyasi visited 
their home. But there he did not say: “Give me this piece of stone.” He said: “May I have your 
son?” And what could the parents say? “Take.” Although they were heartbroken. And this 
boy, taken by this very nice sadhu, was Nityananda Prabhu.  

Anyway, think twice before you invite a vaishnava into your home. Because somehow 
or other, even if you want to give gifts or not, he will decrease your attachments.  

So, devotional service is never decreased, it only increases. 
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44. The meeting point between you and God 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 19.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
 

“Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu remained for some days at Ālālanātha. In the meantime, 
He received news that all the devotees from Bengal were coming to Jagannātha Purī. When 
the devotees from Bengal arrived at Jagannātha Purī, both Nityānanda Prabhu and 
Sārvabhauma Bhaṭṭācārya greatly endeavored to take Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu back to 
Jagannātha Purī. When Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu finally left Ālālanātha to return to 
Jagannātha Purī, He was overwhelmed both day and night due to separation from 
Jagannātha. His lamentation knew no bounds. During this time, all the devotees from 
different parts of Bengal, and especially from Navadvīpa, arrived in Jagannātha Purī. After 
due consideration, all the devotees began chanting the holy name congregationally. Lord 
Caitanya's mind was thus pacified by the ecstasy of the chanting.“44 

So, kirtan is the answer to many questions. You know what is kirtan. Kirtan is the 
happy and loud chanting of the names, sometimes accompanied by dancing and singing and 
music and jumping. You cannot do that in a morose way. As it is said, you cannot enter the 
heaven with a sour face. How can we enter Mahaprabhu’s kirtan with some sadness in our 
hearts? So although He was deeply engrossed in the pain of separation, nevertheless the 
kirtan, dancing and singing, was an answer, was a solace for that distress.  

This secret is especially known in Bengal, that if you call something by the name, it 
will just appear to you. So, we just call: “Paramananda! Paramananda!” and he arrives. Or 
you chant “Jay mahaprasad” at the end of the programs and soon it comes. These are magical 
words. And if you say: “Hare Krishna!” don’t be surprised if He arrives.  

But this is only half a joke. This is serious also. One very nice, serious, senior acharya 
from India, Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha Maharaj - who is the president of World Vaishnava 
Association - he used to say that if you chant “Hare Krishna!” this is just like when you put 
invitation banner on your door. But you are not happy to receive your guest when He comes? 
It is not nice. “Come, my Lord, I want to serve You, give me some service!” and when He 
comes and gives you some service, you say: “Right now I am busy.” We should not use 
empty words, empty invitations. We should always try to chant and say with very deep and 
sincere emotions this mantra: Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and you will see the effects, the results. 

So, the science of the name starts with philosophy: the name and the named is not 
different. In the material sphere there is a difference; you say: „water, water” and you are still 
thirsty. In spiritual sense there is no difference between the name of God and God Himself. 
Because as I mentioned earlier, Supreme Lord appears in different realms, different layers of 
existence. In the realm of sounds He exists as the holy name. This is something very 
important, please, try to remember. In the world of sounds He exists as the name. So it does 
not matter if you are blind; you can associate with Him through the sound, through the names. 
This philosophy that nama and nami is the same comes from this deep spiritual realization. So 
if we have the spiritual thirst after God’s company, we say “Krishna, Krishna!” and He will 
come. And some say that those who are very expert in relishing the mahamantra, they are not 
interested in the object depicted by the name, they are interested in the name itself. Do you 
understand? It is not God, it’s the name that is important. 

And you as fathers and mothers or just by yourself, you can see, you can feel how 
important the name is. If somebody calls you by the name, you pay attention. Therefore if we 
call God by the name, He also pays attention. And if you invite Him and you cover half a 
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distance, He also pays attention and covers the other half ( ако Го призовете и изминете 
половината път, Той ви чува и изминава другата половина). So the meeting point is the 
nama itself. Through the name, by the name you can meet the Supreme.  
 
 

 
 

45. Remedy for the distress 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 19.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
 

“Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu remained for some days at Ālālanātha. In the meantime, 
He received news that all the devotees from Bengal were coming to Jagannātha Purī. When 
the devotees from Bengal arrived at Jagannātha Purī, both Nityānanda Prabhu and 
Sārvabhauma Bhaṭṭācārya greatly endeavored to take Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu back to 
Jagannātha Purī. When Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu finally left Ālālanātha to return to 
Jagannātha Purī, He was overwhelmed both day and night due to separation from 
Jagannātha. His lamentation knew no bounds. During this time, all the devotees from 
different parts of Bengal, and especially from Navadvīpa, arrived in Jagannātha Purī. After 
due consideration, all the devotees began chanting the holy name congregationally. Lord 
Caitanya's mind was thus pacified by the ecstasy of the chanting.“45 

Here it is described that Mahaprabhu was very sad due to separation from the 
Supreme. So if you feel a little sad, it is not a bad sign, maybe you taste the ecstasy of 
separation. Then immediately that is sweet. But I think we all have some experience about the 
pain of separation. And sometimes we have experience of the pain of association. But 
separation is more intensive, I tell you. 

But what was the remedy for this distress of Mahaprabhu? This was the holy name. 
And also the good news: “Devotees are coming.” Although Jagannath Puri is just like an 
exotic place – palm trees, the ocean, beautiful scenery – without the devotees this is just like 
Rajastan, a desert. But when you have the good news, when you have the hope: “Ah, devotees 
are coming!” then the desert starts to turn into an oasis. Haven’t you had that feeling 
sometimes – going to the temple or expecting a spiritual guest, or waiting for your spiritual 
master, you have such an excitement, that even the normal stupid insignificant things of life 
turn into magic! That is illusion. Illusion in that sense, when you don’t perceive the magic. 
Because these moments are the real ones!  

So, the good news that devotees are coming were soothing the burning heart of 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. And when they finally arrived, then they started this chanting 
process. And Shrila Prabhupada says: “Being absolute in all circumstances, Lord 
Jagannath’s person, form, picture and kirtan are all identical. Therefore when Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu heard the chanting of the holy name of the Lord, He was pacified. Previously he 
had been feeling very morose, due to His separation from Jagannath, The conclusion is that 
whenever a kirtan of pure devotees take place, the Lord is immediately present. By chanting 
the holy names of the Lord, we associate with the Lord personally.” 

So take it just like an advice, brothers and sisters. 
 
(to be continued) 
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46. What is that noise? 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 19.07.2009, Sofia) 
 

(continues from the previous issue) 
 
If we discuss a little bit more this very nice topic of chanting the names of the Lord, 

there is another story to mention. Here the kirtan of the devotees made Mahaprabhu happy. 
From a sad state of mind, He came back to a normal state of mind, so to say. This other 
occasion was when He completely fainted. Actually He mistook the ocean for the Yamuna 
again and ran into the water. And as I have taken my lessons in oceanography recently, I 
understood that seas and oceans are dangerous. Certain layers and currents and this and that 
are there in the water. It happened in the Bengal Bay also. When Mahaprabhu ran into the sea, 
into the ocean, He was just wiped away by the waves. And quite far from Jagannath Puri there 
is a very famous temple of the sun god, Surya, this is called Kunaraka. Otherwise this is 
called the Black Pagoda. The Muslims think that it has got some magnetic power. They think 
due to some heavy metals there, but they are mistaken – this is the power of the sun god, 
Surya Narayan’s attractive power. Actually Mahaprabhu was wiped there, to such a distance 
from Puri! And devotees started to miss Him: “Our Lord did not return.” Whole evening they 
were searching for Him, when all of a sudden they saw a madman on the street. By profession 
he was a fisherman. And in the strange behaviour of this fisherman, the devotees had tasted 
something from their Lord. So they immediately inquired from this person: “What’s 
happening to you? Why are you running in such a lunatic mood?” And then the fisherman 
started to explain: “Ah, today, during the night, I had a good catch. A big fish came into my 
nets, but when I touched I got electric shock! Something strange happened to me and since 
that time I have lost my consciousness, I am running up and down! I don’t know what’s going 
on! Sometimes I feel like dancing and jumping – very unusual and very uneasy! Help me, 
cure me of my disease!” But then the devotees paid absolutely no attention to him, they 
understood: “Here is our Lord!” They inquired from the fisherman: “Where is this big fish?” 
He said: “Fish! I thought this is a fish, but it is too big and sometimes some parts are 
elongated, other times it is changing the form and colour also… So maybe it is not a fish, 
maybe it is some spirit!” Yes, this is the spirit of ecstasy! So devotees were just running to 
catch the fish, the big fish. And finally they saw their Lord, just rescued from the water, but 
you know, He was in a swoon. So what to do, what to do?! They tried to collect all their 
medical knowledge – how to cure a fainted person. But in unison they agreed there is only 
one remedy. So they started: Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and they repeated it for some time. And 
then soon the “big fish” started to gain His consciousness. Great devotees like Svarupa 
Damodara, Mukunda, Ramananda Raya and others – they were chanting. They are considered 
highly qualified vaishnavas. And when the “big fish” regained His consciousness, He said: 
“What is this noise?! What is this noise, disturbing My meditation?!”  

So, please, brothers and sisters, try to qualify your chanting, so that this is not an 
annoying noise for the Lord, disturbing His meditation, but it should be some flower petals, 
offered nicely, humbly with full heart and dedication at His lotus feet.  

From this second event you can see that from a deep ecstatic mood, Mahaprabhu came 
back in so to say normal condition. When He is very sad and deeply engrossed by the pain of 
separation, by the help of kirtan He comes back to a normal condition. When He is in a high 
ecstasy, by the chanting of the name He again comes back to a normal state of mind. This 
shows that whenever you are in trouble or whenever you are overwhelmed by some kind of 
happiness, just chant the holy names. You will regain your normal consciousness.  
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These are just very few things of the magical effects of the holy name. 
Question of Kripadham: As you mentioned in the story that the chanting of 

Ramananda Raya and Svarupa Damodara was appearing like a noise to Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, how can we reach such a level, so that our chanting is not noisy? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Whisper silently.  
Well, this is their business. Our business is to do what our spiritual master has given 

us. We cannot imitate the great ones – neither their noise, not their chanting. But if the noise 
of my disciples would bring back God from His deepest ecstasy to a normal state of mind, I 
would be very satisfied. It is quite a noise! Because that means it is powerful. The rockets are 
burning! Well, maybe the targeting is not perfect yet, but at least the rockets are burning.  

 
 
 
 

47. The art of chanting 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 19.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
 

Actually chanting is a great art. Shrila Prabhupad said that it took for him like 30-40 
years to learn the art of chanting. So if we follow the instructions, we can expect similar 
results like Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. When He met His spiritual master in Gaya, Ishvara Puri 
said: “Just chant the holy names, my dear son!” So Mahaprabhu started and a very unusual 
effect was there. He felt so uneasy and like a madman. So He went back to the master and 
said: “What kind of mantra did you give to Me?!” So if you go back to your master after 
certain a while chanting your mantra and ask: “What is this mantra? It is so effective!” that’s 
a good sign.  

But I can tell you that for example you can follow the example of Shrila Haridasa 
Thakura, who is the acharya of the holy name. Every day he was chanting 300,000 names. 
100,000 he was chanting in his mind, 100,000 silently and 100,000 aloud. He had these three 
types of practice. The first was for his inner peace, inner satisfaction. 100,000 names in order 
to pacify yourself! Second 100,000 like softly – this was for his liberation, so to say, to 
achieve a spiritual goal. And the third 100,000 was for the benefit of all other living entities. 
Inner peace, personal progress and help for others. So if we follow that example in our 
extreme endeavor of chanting sixteen rounds per day, you can be successful. Something for 
you inside, something ahead of you and something for others’ benefit.  

But that is correct; we should not disturb the great ones with chanting. Once Shrila 
Prabhupada was travelling with the disciples. And you know, in the presence of your master 
usually you feel uneasy. At least the reasonable disciples. Of course your master is chanting 
aloud and you try very humbly. Prabhupad said: “What are you doing?” “I am chanting.” He 
said: “I don’t hear.” So he tried secondly (a little louder): “Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna…” 
Prabhupad said: “I don’t hear.” And finally the prabhu started to gain more impetus and he 
started (even louder). Then Prabhupad gave some little time to him, so much so, that this boy 
started to chant aloud: “Hareeee Krishna, Hareee Krishna…” And then Prabhupad said: 
“Hey, why do you disturb me?”  

You know, it is difficult to associate with the spiritual master. You try your best and 
he still is not satisfied. Loud or soft… ah, bad luck for the poor disciple. But I think you 
understand what I mean. We should improve the quality of our chanting. Hare Krishna, Hare 
Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.  
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48. For one lifetime, for three lifetimes, for eternity 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 19.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
Question of Maha Vishnu: There is a story about a certain man, who did not do any 

spiritual endeavour, but his son was named after one of God’s names and when this person 
died, he called his son by the name and therefore he achieved spiritual realm. At the same 
time we are told by our masters that we should chant sixteen rounds a day whole life and it 
may be not enough to go to spiritual realm, some even say that at least three lives are needed. 
How to harmonize this? It sounds quite contradictory. 

Tirtha Maharaj: The original story goes a little different, because our friend was a 
paka-bramin, first class bramin in the beginning. But later on due to bad association, he 
almost lost the merits. Still one merit he could preserve and this was that he named his son 
after God. At the end due to his fatherly affection he called out the name of his son: “Na-ra-
ya-na!” and he had to leave the body. And you know, when you leave the body, you will meet 
certain friends around. Depending on the tendency of your life you will meet some dark 
friends or some bright friends. He has committed all the three types of sins – the great, the 
extra great and the super great. So with these three activities he invited three dark friends, 
three dark messengers. They came to snatch him to the appropriate place, where the sinners 
are taken care of. But his last word was “Na-ra-ya-na”, so it was four syllables. And for these 
four syllables he invited four bright messengers. And four is more than three. So they started a 
deal about the soul of our friend. The dark messengers said: “Ah, he belongs to us. Just look 
at his life, he has committed all the sins, lost all the merits, so he should come with us.”  But 
the bright messengers protested: “Why did you come, why did you enter here? You have no 
business here. This person is pure.” “Pure!? How pure? He lives with a prostitute, robbing the 
father and mother and doing all nonsense.” “No, he has pronounced the name of the Lord.” 
Finally they could not decide whether down or up. So they decided: “All right, let us give him 
another chance. So he did not die on the spot, but he returned to life, so to say. You see, he 
returned to a normal state of consciousness. Even death you can conquer by the holy names! 
And all the mistakes you can imagine you can correct or rectify by the names.  

Death is quite an intensive moment. Then we shall face reality, no doubt. So why 
should we wait until the moment of death? If we can regain our normal state of mind now, by 
chanting now, while living, why should we wait for the last moment? And once you started 
and you have the higher taste, you cannot give it up. For one lifetime, for three lifetimes, for 
eternity – it does not matter.  

Once somebody asked me a question I could not answer. So with that question I went 
to a higher authority. I told: “Maharaj, I have a question. Somebody told me, that the holy 
name has become bitter on his lips.” And he gave a very laconic answer. He said: “It was not 
the holy name.” So you can judge – if it is little bitter, it is not the holy name yet. If it is a 
noise, it might be the holy name, but not harmoniously tuned. But if it is the holy name, it will 
have some miraculous results and effects.  

Just like in the life of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. You know, He was emotionally a little 
sensitive, so to say. And His personal attendant, Govinda, was taking care of Him. He always 
tried to pacify Him. He always told Him: “Ah, my dear Lord, don’t cry.” Whenever 
Mahaprabhu was crying, he told Him: “Don’t cry!” It was very effective, Mahaprabhu 
stopped crying. Because He likes to satisfy His devotees. If you ask: “Don’t cry,” He would 
not cry. But in Mahaprabhu’s time they also had some social life. Like here, I see that you 
meet people, you go out for dinner, you exchange with people. So many were visiting 
Mahaprabhu, like Ramananda Raya, Svarupa Damodara, the Gosvamis, others great devotees. 
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And they were also so sensitive, that they could feel the emotional state of Mahaprabhu. And 
it was enough for them to quote a few verses from “Shrimad Bhagavatam”, to upset 
Mahaprabhu. And then He started to cry. The guest devotees reminded Him of the lilas and 
He immediately lost His temper. And then Govinda was upset: “I try to pacify, and then they 
come and make Him upset! What is this!? They work against me. Such guests, my God!” So 
Mahaprabhu tried to satisfy all His devotees. If somebody says: “Cry!” - He is crying. Others 
say: “Don’t cry!” - He is not crying. Be so tender like Him. 

 
 
 
 

49. Bhakti Yoga is community affair 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 19.07.2009, Sofia) 

 
Tell me another name for this congregational chanting of the name – how it is called in 

Sanskrit? Sankirtan - correct. What does it mean sankirtan? Kirtan we understood, this is the 
chanting and singing of the names. And what is san? To sing it together. If you sit at home 
and chant the names, that’s nice. But it is kirtan. If you are not so strong, then it is kir. Or 
other way it is tan. Weak kirtan, half kirtan. But when we come together this personal kirtan 
starts to be sankirtan. It is not some kirtan, but it is sankirtan. And “san” means together, 
joined efforts, joined power. But “san” also means “samyak”. Samyak – the perfection of 
kirtan. So if we want to perfect our chanting of the holy names, either by singing or by 
chanting on our rosary, it is very favourable if you do it together with others.  

Some say that liberation is a private affair. You and God. But we can say that bhakti-
yoga is a social affair, it is a community affair, sadhu-sanga. Therefore the five practices of 
our process are: nama-kirtan, sadhu-sanga - that is chanting the name, associating with the 
saints - to listen to the “Shrimad Bhagavatam” and the holy scriptures, to live in a holy place 
and worship the deities. So it is not a complicated religion. Only five principles.  

So always try to perfect your chanting. There is only one quality that we have to add to 
our chanting and this is the desire to serve. Raghunath das Goswami, who is the topmost rasic 
acharya of the Six Goswamis, he is sitting on the banks of the Radha Kunda and is praying 
for the special mercy of Radharani upon him, so that he is able to join the service. This should 
be our mood. And then whenever you are in trouble or in fake happiness, be connected to the 
Supreme. Then the real taste will come. All glories to the holy name and the Divine Couple. 

Question of Yamuna: Maharaj, I would like to ask… Because it is said that Bhakti is 
rather a mood on highest levels, is the chanting making us more tender and sensitive, or the 
association with the devotees is making us more tender and sensitive to chant more tenderly 
and sensitively? Or both together? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Very good question. I think I mentioned recently the example of 
such a person, who learned English by the book. And when he met Englishmen, they asked: 
“It is a very interesting language. Which language do you speak?” So, if we sit at home, in our 
room, doing kirtan, if you sit at home and chant, it is absolutely not sure, that this is 
sankirtan. But I agree, the quality and the mood of the devotees around us will have a 
tremendous effect on us.  

We know, we understood that without guru-bhakti there is no Krishna-bhakti. So if we 
meditate on our spiritual master, sooner or later his mood will come to us. This is a mystic 
transaction. Nevertheless, chanting and association should also work, both. Usually the 
answer to such questions is not either this or that, but both.  
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50. The UFOs are around us 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 19.07.2009, Sofia) 
 

Question of Gaurasundara: Very long time ago you said that if we want to see the 
Lord, He will make us blind. So how that corresponds with that: we want to see the Lord, but 
at the same time if He appears, He will make us blind, because we don’t have eyes to see 
Him? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Therefore the solution is very easy, because we have to follow the 
nine principles of Bhakti. This list does not start with “darshanam kirtanam”46, it starts with 
“shravanam kirtanam”47. So never mind if you see or don’t see; listen about Him! Listen to 
the talks, discussions, listen to the holy name. And then you will see. This is just like 
marketing. They start to tell you on the television that this detergent powder is the best! You 
see: the clothes that are washed by this powder are much whiter than with the other one. Then 
you start to see – yes, it is whiter! Although it is the same. Right? If you listen, you will see. 
This is marketing. Spiritual marketing is the same – if you listen, you will see. Irrespective of 
your blind eyes. So darshanam kirtanam – that is interesting, but shravanam kirtanam is the 
original version.  

You do not have to believe. Try. Because blind following will not help. We should 
test, try it for ourselves: if we do it sincerely, with full dedication, what will be the result? 
Check for yourself. No doubt, Krishna can blind us, but He can also give us the proper vision.  

You know, many people are running after this “spiritual vision”, some “magical 
capacities”. This is very popular these days. Others are trying to meet the UFOs. But I tell 
you, if such people say that they see something, but they cannot appreciate the shine on the 
faces of the vaishnavas, they are blind. They don’t see anything. So the UFOs are around us. 
The vaishnavas! So I repeat: the UFOs are around us! Because devotees come from a 
different world and they also go to a different world.  

Arjuna has achieved the divine vision by Krishna’s mercy. So it is very much likely to 
happen with us also, if we pray as sincerely as Arjuna did.  
 

 
 

51. Mass, energy and light 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 01.01.2010, Sofia) 

 
 

We shall read few ideas from the holy book “Shrimad Bhagavad Gita”. Let’s discuss 
faith. This is the Seventeenth Chapter, the very beginning. This chapter is called “The division 
of faith”.  

Faith is a very essential part of a human being. Now I am talking in a very general 
sense. Faith in the success of this year or faith that my boss will pay my salary; and so many 
other types of faith we have. But faith proper is the faith in the divine blessings of God.  

We might think that faith is only one type, but faith is very much different according 
to the ideas and nature of human beings. And this is what Krishna discusses in this chapter 
after the question of Arjuna. Arjuna inquired: ye sastra-vidhim utsrjya yajante 
sraddhayanvitah tesam nistha tu ka krsna sattvam aho rajas tamah - “O Krishna, what is the 

                                                 
46 Seeing and chanting 
47 Hearing and chanting 
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situation of those who do not follow the principles of scripture but worship according to their 
own imagination? Are they in goodness, in passion or in ignorance?”48 

Of course it is very difficult to pick one verse from “Gita”, because here Arjuna 
reflects back the previous answers of Krishna. Because previously Krishna has said that “if 
people do not follow the advice of the scriptures, they cannot attain Me”. And now, Arjuna is 
a good partner to discuss, right? He does not say: “Yes, my Lord!” He says: “Yes, but…” So I 
think sometimes you are very proper followers of Arjuna: “Yes, but…” Because Arjuna is 
living with the thoughts that Krishna is giving to him. So, Krishna says: “Follow the 
scriptures”, but what happens to those, who do not follow the scriptures? – this is the question 
of Arjuna. Is it good, is it proper, is it passionate, is it tamasic - what is the type? And after 
such a good question Krishna, the almighty God, can give a proper answer. Of course He 
could give a proper answer even without being asked; but for the sake of the beauty of the 
story inspires Arjuna in such a way that he puts proper questions so that He could tell what He 
wants. Sri-bhagavan uvaca tri-vidha bhavati sraddha dehinam sa svabhava-ja sattviki rajasi 
caiva tamasi ceti tam srnu– “The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: According to the 
modes of nature acquired by the embodied soul, one’s faith can be of three kinds – in 
goodness, in passion or in ignorance. Now hear about this.”49 

Three is a good number. One is also a good number. One is Krishna. Two, what about 
two? Is that good? Yes! Always two, right! So this (sign for “victory”) is not the invention of 
Winston Churchill, but this is coming from a very ancient tradition. Two is coming from 
Madhva, it is coming from a thousand years old tradition. Because Madhva Acharya was a 
very ancient and very powerful teacher in the vaishnavism. And he always suggested that 
there is the soul and the Supersoul. He always completed this sentence. He never said: “There 
is God!” He said: “There is God and there is the soul.” Always two. So “victory” comes from 
this. One and two both are good numbers. Three is also a very good number.  

Well, we can go on discussing the numbers, but now we have to discuss the faith, 
different types of faith. Then in the next verse He says: “O son of Bharata, according to one’s 
existence under the various modes of nature, one evolves a particular kind of faith. The living 
being is said to be of a particular faith according to the modes he has acquired.”50  

So what are these three powers, give me the names? Shyam? 
Shyamasundara: There is tama-guna, raja-guna and sattva-guna.  
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes. But just imagine, if somebody is sitting here for the first time 

and we speak in codes: “What are these three powers? “ “Sattva-guna, raja-guna and tama-
guna”, what will he understand? Please, give some explanation! 

Shyamasundara: So these are the modalities of material nature. One general mode is 
ignorance, second is passion and third is goodness. And these frames include everything we 
came upon in material nature as the food we eat as well as everything else, connected to our 
conditioning. 

Tirtha Maharaj: Mhm. But if we want to give a general understanding what these 
three powers are, we can say that the first one is weight or heaviness, the second is energy, 
and the third is light. So if there is some mass, plus there is some energy, plus there is some 
light, then the picture will be complete.  

So from this we can easier understand what these powers are. You see that there is a 
mass for everything – for our understanding, for our life, for our bodily existence, for the 
planets – there is a mass. If energy is added to the mass, it will start to move, to work, 
function. So the activating power is energy. And if I say that you are so much full of rajas, it 
is not a complaint, it is a compliment. That means you are full of energies. But in order to use 
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our energies for the proper purpose, we have to add some light to the picture. So if you have a 
big, big mass of mass, plus a lot of energies, but without the light - this is a catastrophe. But if 
we can add some light, then all the energy and all the body will function in a proper way.  

 
(to be continued) 

 
 
 

 
52. Curse and blessing 

(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 01.01.2010,  Sofia) 
 

(continues from the previous issue) 
 
The massive power, the energetic power and the light power also have some influence 

on our faith, on the construction of our faith. And according to this verse it is said that we 
should develop a certain type of faith, according to these qualities. So if somebody is a light 
type, he will have a light type of faith. If somebody is an energetic type, he will have a very 
active religion. And if somebody is very massive, he will have a tamasic religion. But if we 
take it in a positive sense it means he will be fixed.  

Because even the gunas, even these material qualities, can be transferred into spiritual 
qualities. What is tamas in the spiritual sense? What is darkness?  

Yashoda: Vipralambha51. 
Tirtha Maharaj: No, I thought that this is Krishna as a black God, dark Lord. But 

anyway, you can have different explanations. Then on the spiritual platform massive will 
mean fixed, rajasic will mean active principle, and sattvic will mean very good intention, 
focus on the perfect goal.  

So, as we have learned that there are these three different qualities, now we have the 
instrument to judge others: “Prabhuji, your faith is very tamasic today!” Or you can judge 
another person: “Pff, he is a rajasic bhakta!” Never commit this mistake. This is not for 
judging others; this is for facing yourself in the mirror.  

Just recently I was discussing with a devotee and he told me one story that: “Once I 
was so frustrated, that I cursed a person.” I said: “Baba! Cursing someone – this is not nice!” 
“Yes, but I have cursed him so that he should be purified of all his sins.” I did not have any 
answer to that curse.  

But if you allow me to be very personal, one year ago somebody cursed me. When I 
started to come here, to Sofia, immediately after crossing the border, somebody called me on 
the phone, of course they know it is more expensive outside, and for half an hour somebody 
explained me that: “I will curse you! I will curse you that you should never be able to sleep 
peacefully until you do not correct one of your mistakes.” I said: “Only one mistake?! Ah, 
you are very merciful today.” And, you know, time was passing by, I was sleeping very 
peacefully, but I could not correct this mistake. But during the process of this year, with the 
help of so many other devotees, somehow this heavy mistake was evaporated. Just like a 
ghost, disappearing like nothing! So, when I met this person after one year who was so 
glorious to curse me, I told this person: “Thank you for your curse! You are a bramin and the 
curse of a bramin works. That mistake is gone due to your curse. And as the curse of a bramin 
is so strong, can you please bless me?” 
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So, if you curse someone – of course cursing is not a very nice practice, so please, if 
you go around in Sofia do not curse people here and there – nevertheless, if you have to curse 
someone, curse him in such a way that he or she should become a very pure devotee. Because 
such a curse will become a blessing. And this is not a joke. When I heard this curse one year 
ago I thought: “Wow! This is something unusual; I have never heard that in my life – 
somebody directly cursing you on the phone.” Before I had the feeling sometimes that maybe 
somebody is cursing me, but now it was so obvious, so direct. Of course meanwhile I could 
also feel that this is a blessing in disguise. Yet at that time I could not see, in no way, the 
solution! There was no exit from the situation. Have you been in such situation when there is 
no exit, no solution? Sometimes it happens. But as this curse has turned into a blessing, I was 
very happy. Sometimes blessings come in disguise. Other times curse comes in disguise. But 
whatever a vaishnava gives to you, you should be satisfied with that. And this is the power of 
a vaishnava.  

You can obtain, you can develop your faith according to your nature. So we should be 
very careful about what nature we have. And if you look into the mirror you will see what the 
type of your faith is.  

 
 
 
 

53. Mayin 
(from a lecture of B.K.Tirtha Maharaj, 01.01.2010, Sofia) 

 
 

Question of Krishna Priya: In some aspect when you are in a material relation - 
although it cannot be separated like that because the things are mixed - when you have some 
feelings which, let’s say, have some rajasic nature, but this type of feelings also appear with 
the devotees. Does it mean that somehow these feelings get transformed and become 
acceptable on the other platform? And should they be tolerated or should they be avoided? 

Tirtha Maharaj: If somebody exercises even material qualities towards you, you 
should tolerate. But you don’t give material qualities or behaviour to others - so that they can 
also take their lesson in tolerating you. It is a little difficult, no doubt. Yet what Mahaprabhu 
says in “Shikshashtakam”? “Be more humble than a blade of grass. Be tolerant like a tree”; if 
we calculate how many millions of times this verse was quoted in the history of vaishnavism 
in the West and in the East and how in very few cases it was practiced, then this balance is a 
little dissatisfying. So let’s work to make this balance better. Don’t speak about humility but 
do it!  

But Krishna is a master in changing the qualities. One of His names is Mayin and 
Mayin means magician. And a magician can turn material into spiritual. And He can turn iron 
into gold. These are big miracles, right? Even He can turn a nonbeliever, an atheist, into a 
faithful person. We could say that this is the greatest miracle that happens, correct? But there 
is even one higher miracle – when a sadhana-bhakta turns to be a raga-bhakta. This is the 
greatest miracle. And maybe now you don’t understand and you don’t feel the importance of 
this, you don’t see what the great thing is: bhakta – bhakta. But this is a huge difference.  

So a very high standard is given by Mahaprabhu. And we should try to practice.  
Krishna Priya: Is it possible that these feelings are somehow describing one’s 

relation with the divinity? For example the jealousy. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Ah, many times. Many times. How many husbands start to be 

jealous of their wives if Krishna appears on the scene! Did I give it correct? Yeah, wife is 
attracted to the God, yes. The other way round: if the husband starts to be attracted to 
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Radharani – it is also a big problem. These are like emotional instincts we can say. Therefore 
they are very close to the soul – and not to the mind, to the soul – because it hurts your feeling 
ego, your emotional self. Other times I have seen that children become jealous of God for 
their parents: that they practice too much. But in most cases it happens that when you start 
your spiritual career, especially if you are a young man, then your parents and friends will be 
in a fright: “What is happening to my dear son?! Before he was so nice, going out every 
weekend, coming back drunk and running after ladies – it is so normal. And now he is 
running to the ashram, cleaning the floor, which he has never done in my home. My son 
cleaning the floor for somebody else! And he is not drinking anymore. No ladies around. How 
I will become a grandma?!” And many other problems they will have. But we should give 
some little solace to them. One such solution was when one of our brahmacharis went home 
and without being asked he started to wash the dishes. His mother was mesmerized. It is so 
simple to convince others that we are following a good process. And this is not an intellectual 
explanation: “My mother, please now listen to me. This process is the best, I will explain you 
how.” It will never work in such a way. Because practical realization is much, much more 
beyond the intellectual conviction. So this we have to show to others, because in this way we 
can serve people, in this way we can serve God, in this way we can serve our own spiritual 
progress.  
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SHARANAGATI - EXTRA MONDAY ISSUES 
 
 

1. Uddhava’s inquiry 
 

 
Uddhava said: „My dear Krishna, the wise men of the Vedas teach about many 

different paths and processes that lead to final liberation. I wonder whether we can choose 
from these different paths or there is only one, which is most appropriate from among all 
these different paths?”52 Actually this chapter and many, many chapters are a discussion 
between Krishna and Uddhava. Therefore this part is called “Uddhava-gita”. There are many 
Gitas, not only “Bhagavad-gita” like Krishna telling to Arjuna, but for example, here is this 
“Uddhava-gita”. Uddhava is a very intimate friend and servant of Krishna. He combines 
different attitudes, different rasas in connection with the Supreme and from time to time 
Uddhava comes with different questions, different topics that were mentioned before in 
different other parts in the scriptures. And here again he discusses the differences and the 
multiplicity of the processes of self-realization. So, whether we can choose with the same 
result or there is only one that is most appropriate?  

The Black Lord said: “My message, known as the Vedas, which contains the 
dedication towards Me and the religion, at pralaya, destruction of the world, was extinct. But 
at the beginning of the next creation I again declared this to Brahma. Brahma taught the 
same message to his son, Svayambhuva Manu, and at the beginning of the creation from him 
the seven sages received the Veda knowledge, like Bhrigu and others, who take part of the 
beginning of creation. From the sages the forefathers, their descendants, the demigods, the 
danavas, the guhyakas, the human beings, the siddhas, the gandharvas and others have 
received this knowledge, just like the kinnaras, the nagas, the rakshasas, the kimpurushas and 
others.” So all the different grades of living entities received somehow this divine knowledge. 
“These mentioned here are different according to their natural inclinations as their birth and 
their life is under the control of the different proportions of the gunas like goodness, passion 
and ignorance. Therefore their nature and their thought are also different. According to this, 
their explanations to the Vedas are also different.” So, according to the influence of the 
gunas, your nature, your thought, your mind structure is different and your explanations will 
be also different. The same message is given, but it is received according to your capacity, 
right? And according to your capacity you will give some answers. Spiritual progress means 
that more and more appropriate answers we give to the challenges of the everyday life and to 
the understanding of the shastras.  

“According to the inclinations of different people their vision and their understanding, 
their paradigm, their vision about the world is also different. And as the knowledge or the 
spiritual science was transmitted through tradition, some visions have been distorted, others 
have become heretics.” Heresy. Heresy is possible where there are dogmas, right? Heresy 
means you leave the trodden path and start something new – so you give up something and 
you start to stick to something new. But if there are no dogmas, then you cannot go astray. 
Because if something is not there, you cannot leave that. The Hindu structure of spiritual 
science is practically very undogmatic. Practically there are very, very few basic dogmas, 
like; the soul is there – but even that is compromised in certain schools that say: “Soul does 
not really exist” Of course we call it a heresy, but if we see the whole structure then this is 
part of the game, teachings of one school. Therefore this picture of the Indian way of thinking 
is very diverse – so many extreme schools you can find, really extreme! Therefore it is very 
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difficult to find, so to say, golden middle path. Therefore Uddhava is inquiring what the 
proper path is.  

 
(continues the next Monday) 
 
 
 

 
2. How to reach happiness and perfection 

 
(continues from previous Monday) 
 
“O pearl of humanity, My illusory energy blurs people’s ability to discriminate, 

therefore according to their previous karma and taste they will speak differently about how to 
reach happiness and perfection.” We should discuss this topic – how people have different 
conceptions, different understandings about perfection, about happiness.  

Uddhava is inquiring what is the best path to achieve the divine communion with God, 
with the Supreme, and also how to achieve our own private happiness and perfection.  Then 
Krishna says: “Well, there are many different paths, but this specific one – the path of 
dedication - is very dear to Me and those who practice this path are also very dear to Me.”  

Question of Ramvijay: It was said that according to the gunas people will understand 
differently these paths. But I could not understand whether their understanding will be good 
enough to go back to Godhead? Because ok, they will understand differently, but this is all 
about distortion and heresy. The verse said that part of the knowledge was distorted, part 
became heresy. Can one use this distorted knowledge or heresy to go back?  

Tirtha Maharaj: Very good question, but it concerns the next verse. So better 
Krishna gives an answer to you than I. „People discuss the chance to achieve happiness in 
different ways. Some call the key to success, the key to happiness dharma.” I think this is a 
good offer. If you follow a dharma path, you will achieve something, no doubt. Is that a final? 
Well, if we achieve param-dharma, the supreme duty of humanity, then it is fully successful. 
If we achieve simply dharma, then this is a sattvic way of life and very good result; but 
maybe we can say this is not the ultimate result. “Others call it name, fame and glory – these 
are the poets.” So the poets think that the satisfaction is fame. “Still others call it a pleasure – 
like vatsyayana. The followers of yoga call it truthfulness and control of body and mind. Still 
others think that the key to happiness is money and power, influence, like the politicians. And 
the ascetics call it renunciation. Still those inclined to pleasures call it satisfaction. Still 
others call the key to success sacrifice, others – control or generosity, sacred vows, rules and 
regulations. But the results of all these are limited. They will bring some suffering, finally end 
up in ignorance, give very short and very insignificant pleasure and even the enjoyment of 
these different paths brings some suffering.  

So I think the answer is quite clear: according to the understanding of the different 
people they will see different path, different way to success, but this is limited. And even if 
you enjoy these different opportunities it will bring very meager satisfaction. 

Then what is the solution? Is there any solution? Whatever you try will be limited and 
will not bring the final inner satisfaction – then what to do? Just jump out of the window? It is 
useless, because we are on the ground flour. Even that is not the solution. Then what to do?   

“The whole world with all directions is blissful for such a person, who does not want 
to possess anything on this world, fully subdued the senses and the mind, always peaceful, 
does not hate and does not love anyone, and finds his spiritual satisfaction in Me”, says 
Krishna.  
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So, if you do not find your full inner satisfaction yet, this is not the problem of the 
process. But we should possess such qualities to be fully neutral to the influences of the 
world. And of course it does not mean that you do not feel or you are not compassionate. It’s 
not the case. But do not be surprised if some difficulties will come and do not be over 
surprised if something will be successful. Both are illusion.  

That we can call the inner connection. To be in yoga means you are connected. And if 
you are connected then you have access to the ultimate resources. Therefore this chapter 
discusses the glorification of the path of dedication and the process of meditation, because 
meditation is the way to be connected.  

 
(continues the next Monday) 
 
 
 

3. Use the things and love the people – not vise versa 
 

(continues from previous Monday) 
 
Then what is our version of happiness and perfection? What is the vaishnava version 

of happiness and satisfaction? What is your version? Chitra, what is your version? If 
somebody approaches you: “Ah, Chitra Devi, please, explain me the secrets of spiritual life, 
what to do? I am so much suffering, help me, tell me the correct path!” What would you say?  

Chitra: Service.  
Tirtha Maharaj: But if you tell to people: “If you want to be happy, become a slave 

and a servant”…  
Chitra: I think everybody can understand that if you love somebody you will try to do 

something for him or her.  
Tirtha Maharaj: Correct. We all have heard this propaganda that there is a world 

crisis these days. Although crisis means everything goes down, but in certain field the 
turnover is going up. For example in what field? How it is called when people are searching 
for a partner on the web-sites? You know, there the turnover is increasing like anything. 
Because people instead of consuming and buying and possessing, they started to think: “Hey, 
wait a minute, I need someone who will comfort me. I need someone whom I can love, whom 
I can serve. So instead of some outside resources they try to find some emotional or human 
solutions. So in one sense that crisis period is very good, at least it makes you think that:  “I 
am a human being, I need a human being. I am a soul, I need a soul, I don’t need the stupid 
things around me to make me happy.” So the key to happiness is not outside of you, it is 
inside of you. Maybe the next step is when they will search for vaisnava.org, the turnover 
there will increase like anything. Because during the last many years we have learned that 
happiness is outside; if you buy, if you have, if you possess then you will be happy. But 
happiness is just not coming. So from the outside search we have to turn inwards and there 
you can find your connection, therefore this is called meditation. Because we are not born to 
this planet earth to love the things and to misuse the people, but to use the things and to love 
the people. So it is a very simple message: do not exchange things, objects for humans. We 
are here to use the things, the objects and love the people, and not vise versa – to love the 
objects and to use the people.  

So, this is our version – to approach the Supreme Truth in an emotional way, and this 
is called bhakti-yoga.  
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4. Spontaneous flow 

 
 

Usually the devotees cook a lot. The kitchen services are not unknown to the devotees, 
right? So what happens when there is a bottle of oil, the cap is missing and from a vertical 
position the bottle is removed to the horizontal position – what will happen with the oil? It 
will spill, right? But it will flow in a very nice way, slowly, yet uninterruptedly. This is the 
nature of the oil – that its movement is slow, but uninterrupted and in a very nice flow. 
Humans are given vertical position by Brahma. We walk erect. So all the oil that is contained 
in your heart and soul is just staying in your bottle. You are an oil bottle. But when you enter 
the temple and you put your body in horizontal position, then your oil will spill out. Then the 
essential nectar that you have contained, that you have collected so far is just poured to the 
lotus feet of Krishna as an offering. And this flow goes slowly, so the dedication of our nectar 
will go slowly, step by step, it is not just gushing forth, but flowing – yet uninterrupted. The 
permanent flow of dedication – we can say this is bhakti-yoga.  

Another very important ingredient of the vaishnava kitchen is the honey. So we can 
say that the general offering from our bottle is the oil which is pouring out. But a pure devotee 
comes with a different bottle. His bottle is a jar of honey. We should offer this honey also to 
Krishna. Therefore we can conclude that bhakti as a path is dedication. And by following this 
path certain perfections you can achieve.  

Just remove the cap. We have to open up and for the selected few it might happen by 
themselves, but usually we need some little help for this opening up. Many different practices 
will help this to happen; the blessings of the great ones will help this happen. And the 
invitation will also remove this. If we want to use this symbol we can say that this is the act of 
dedication of the soul or the initiation that will provide such a surplus energy so that the cap is 
removed.  

But there is another duty – that we should keep this bottle open. It is not that once you 
open and then you close it down. Then it will not work. The flow of the oil should be 
uninterrupted. Don’t block the flow. So we should come to that platform of selfless dedication 
because nobody should explain to the oil how to spill and how to flow, right – it just flows, 
naturally. This is raga-bhakti, spontaneous flow. The oil cannot do anything else, just flows. 
It cannot contain itself.  

Sadhana-bhakti means your bottle is sealed, not only closed, but sealed! You try to 
make it spill and it does not come. You do, you do, but there is no result. Raga-bhakti is 
different, your bottle is open and you do not have to explain to your oil how to spill.  

First enter sadhana! But ultimately dedication of the self and love of Godhead is a 
natural function of the soul. You do not have to explain the soul how it is. What you have to 
explain is how to remove the covers. This is what you have to explain. But the soul is 
naturally connected to Krishna. So if you remove all the obstacles, it will naturally come. This 
is the point. Only this! Remove the obstacles. Is that difficult? No! All right, it is not easy. But 
is it complicated? No, it is simple, but difficult.   

A very nice and effective way to remove the obstacles is glorification of the Lord. 
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5. Transfer to the spiritual sky 

 
 

This mantra om namo bhagavate vasudevaya is just like creating special spiritual 
atmosphere. It is just like a transfer to the spiritual sky, immediate transfer. It is a very 
powerful prayer. Don’t forget that Dhruva Maharaj achieved bhagavad darshan by this 
mantra. He got from Narada Muni this mantra and while he was chanting he met the Supreme 
Lord. So this is very powerful from that side. At the same time this is very important 
protective mantra, just like a shield. And it is tested, it protects. So whenever somebody takes 
part in the morning "Bhagavatam" lectures and chants this mantra, for that day, he or she is 
protected from all the influx of illusion and other influences.  

So I invite everyone for this mantra and I offer this as a general introduction in the 
spirituality and like a platform. Of course, the nectar will be provided by the holy name, but 
the general spiritual surcharge will come from this mantra.  

 
 
 
 

6. Foot dust of the pure devotees 
 
"Those, who dedicate themselves to Me do not strive neither for Brahma's nor Indra's 

position, they don’t want to lord over the whole world or the neither worlds, they doesn’t 
crave for the mystic powers of yoga, neither liberation; they never separate themselves from 
Me. Neither Brahma, nor Shiva, nor Sankarshana in Vaikuntha, not even Lakshmi Devi, the 
goddess of fortune, is as dear to Me like you, Uddhava, because I like you even better than 
Myself."53  

So, this is the conclusion of Krishna. These are very high positions in the universal 
structure – like Lord Brahma, Lord Shiva, Lakshmi Devi – everybody is searching for 
blessings of these personalities. But Krishna says: "You are dearer to Me, Uddhava, then all 
these great ones. Why? Because you are strongly connected with Me by dedicated love."  

I would not request, I would not demand that you should have the same dedication as 
Uddhava, because that's a different category. But anyway, those who traverse this path, they 
will achieve certain good standard in spiritual life. 

And then Krishna says: "I will follow in the footsteps of such a wise man, who is free 
from all expectations, who has equal vision, affectionate to all living beings, free from 
egotism and desires, whose mind is always sober and who is always thinking of Me, because I 
expect purification from the dust of his lotus feet for the shame that I cannot compensate for 
his dedication."  

We are students of divine love. And sometimes we think that we follow the right path, 
then after a long, long journey we understand that it was a trap, it was a misconception. But 
by the mercy of the Supreme Lord all the mistakes and all the shortcomings will be corrected. 
God is immaculate. No sin, no shame can touch Him. Still here Krishna prays that "I am 
following the footsteps of My devotees to be purified." Although He is the supreme purifier, 
He wants to achieve purification. Because He cannot pay, He cannot compensate for their 
dedication. This is the power of dedicated service – that even Krishna will run after such a 
bhakta: "Please, give Me more, show Me more!" So this is a very glorious position. And if 
you will have the proper vision, then you cannot escape this behavior of Krishna.  
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In other places in the "Shrimad-bhagavatam" it is said that who doesn’t bathe his body 
in the food dust of vaishnavas, pure devotees, his life is wasted. You might think that this is a 
little exaggeration. But not, this is the truth. Because if God is running after the pure devotees, 
if you meet a pure devotee, soon you will meet Supreme Lord also.   

So, if Krishna is following the example, the footsteps of His pure devotees, why 
should not we follow this example, why shouldn’t we follow the footsteps of the pure 
vaishnavas. If you have footsteps in front of you, you can be sure that this is the right path, 
the correct direction. 

 
 
 

7. A highly refined conception 
 
 

Let us see the meeting of Radha and Krishna. When They meet in the original setup, in 
the original Vrindavan, then everything is clear, sambhoga, meeting, is provided – They can 
meet under the shades of the trees on the side of Yamuna under the full moon and all the 
circumstances, all the environment is very favorable for that meeting. There is a little struggle, 
a little They have to find a way, but They will find a way. So this is a happy moment, 
Vrindavan-lila is a very happy chapter of the divine pastimes. And the nature of Vraja-lila is 
this – it describes the divine unity.  

But when They are separated after some time and later on when they meet again in 
Kurukshetra, then this mood is more expressed. The environment is very similar to the 
original Vrindavan setup – the full moon is coming, the same breeze is bringing from Malaya 
mountains the aroma of sandal wood, and this is the same Krishna, this is the same me – says 
Radharani – but we cannot really meet without obstacles, because so many people are here, so 
many are watching. Something has changed. And then Krishna wants to achieve the 
forgiveness of Radharani, so They compete with each other who should touch the lotus feet of 
the other.  

So this mood when God is searching for the blessings of the devotee – this is a very 
refined mood of the highest type of religion. Because usually all the religious practices focus 
on how you should pray for God's mercy; and not that God is praying for the mercy of 
anybody else. This is highly, highly refined conception and we should never take it very 
simple and very easy.  

 
 
 
 

8. The secret of achieving the blissful divine nature 
 
 
"My ever-blissful nature will be revealed and achieved only by those great souls who 

do not posses anything, who have overcome their passions, who are compassionate to all 
living beings, whose intelligence is not covered by desires and who are always faithful to Me 
in their minds."54 So this is the secret of achieving the blissful divine nature – not to possess 
anything, to be peaceful, to be purified, to overcome the passions, to be compassionate, with 
purified intelligence and faithful mind.  
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Not possessing anything? Is that possible? Practically we use so many things, right? 
For example, Lakshminath Prabhu has got more than hundred goats, so how not to possess? 
We need grass and so many instruments, so many things we have! It is said that in a general 
household they have some ten thousand different items. In the beginning is easy, it's only one 
suitcase, but next time you move with a TIR camion. But don’t have this feeling of 
possessing! And it is easy with items, it's easy with objects, right? Because I declare it boldly, 
"It belongs to God! I am not the possessor, I am only the servant, I am only the care-taker." 
But what about human beings? What about your emotions? Do you possess your emotions? 
Do you possess your wife? Do you possess your children? That kind of attachment should 
also be given up. It is not the loving care that we should give up, no! It’s the attachment, give 
up the attachment.  

When we arrive here on this planet earth, although we come naked, still we have a big 
bag in our mind full of attachments and full of ideas and full of plans to accomplish. So even 
then we are not so innocent. Even then we have something to give up, some attachment. But 
not to possess anything – I think this is a very high quality, very high requirement. And how 
can we achieve that? How can we achieve that "I give up something"? You know, in 
Vrindavana the monkeys collect the spectacles. If you walk with glasses, the monkeys steal 
your glasses. How you can reclaim your spectacles? Did you try? It happened to you? You 
have to give something in exchange. They obtain your spectacles and then you are a little 
blindfold. Then you should give something to them – then in exchange they will give it back. 
So this monkey is clever enough to give up one attachment in exchange for another, which is 
more tasty, more satisfying to the belly, because he cannot eat the spectacles. But he is clever 
enough to achieve banana or pea-nuts by stealing your spectacles.  

In the same way, how can you give up your attachments? Only if you get something 
better. In this way we are non different from the monkeys. We can give up something only if 
we get something better in exchange. So not to possess anything is possible only if you start to 
possess something. And what is this something? This is divine love. If you possess prema, 
you don’t need anything else. And this is the great secret! Try to possess that, by which you 
will have everything. Because we collect so many stupid little items, thinking that by 
collecting this and possessing this I will have something, but then finally you will have 
yourself empty-handed: "I did not achieve anything in this lifetime." So collect only one 
thing, by which you will have everything. And forget about the many different items by which 
you will lose the one important thing. 
 
 (continues the next Monday) 
 
 
 
 

9. The lifestyle of the saints 
 
 (continues from the previous Monday) 
 

In the shastras it is said: we have to know that, by which everything is known; we 
have to get that, by which we have got everything.  

This is the lifestyle of the saints. But you are mostly like family men and women here. 
So try to embrace the mood of saints, the mood of those, who has renounced everything, but 
do your duty nice.  

Therefore if you don’t possess anything, that means you are wealthy. You are the 
wealthiest on this planet earth. This is the lifestyle of the saints – therefore people admire this. 
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They understand that "I cannot do, I cannot act like him, therefore I will try to help in some 
way." This is very much included in the Indian way of thinking and Indian way of life – that 
people are ready to help missions and they go to temples, they are ready to give some help.  

Once there was a story: an Indian couple wanted to visit a temple. In that temple there 
was another pilgrim saint visiting. So, they went there, they prepared themselves: "Ah, we 
shall bring some little rice, we shall bring some little fruits, we shall bring some little ghee to 
this ascetic, because he is a mendicant, he is a renounced man, so maybe he needs some 
support, this is good for us to bring something to him." So, they were preparing themselves. 
Later the lady was doing some service in the temple and the husband was discussing with this 
mendicant. He was very happy, because he got some good instruction. And finally the time 
was up and they had to go and started to collect their things. But the lady told the husband: 
"What we have brought – the rice, the ghee, the fruits – shouldn’t we give to this ascetic 
mendicant?" And the husband concluded: "Ah, I was discussing with him, he is really 
renounced, he doesn’t need anything." And they went off with their gifts.  

So what to say! Kali-yuga is expanding, working very hard on the mind of people. Do 
not forget, Krishna is not making business of your dedication. But we have to do something, 
this is good for us if we express something.  
 
 
 
 

10. Purifying dedication 
 
 

Sometimes we are attached. Possible that you haven’t conquered your senses yet. Still 
the devotee is generally not overpowered by the objects of the senses, right? Generally not 
overpowered; and also Krishna said that firm and strong devotion, dedication to Him, will 
burn up the sinful reactions: 

"Neither yoga, nor Sankhya, nor righteousness, nor study of the Vedas, austerity or 
renunciation captivate Me so thoroughly as does intense devotion. I, the beloved self of the 
righteous, can be captured only through exclusive devotion, coupled with reverence. Devotion 
concentrated on Me absolves even he pariahs – those who cook and eat the flesh of dogs – 
from the stigma attaching to their birth. Piety, accompanied by honesty and compassion, or 
even learning coupled with ascesis indeed does not thoroughly and once for all cleans a mind 
destitute of devotion."55  

That is – even if you have tons of good qualities, without devotion it will not work. 
But if he has some dedication, then even the mistakes of a person become ornaments. Still we 
can see that dedication without proper guidance is not enough. Just to give a very simple 
example: many times devotees come together to help in the garden. And they pluck all the 
valuable plants and they leave the weeds in the garden. Or they just quickly finish everything, 
cutting everything. Dedication is there, because they are ready to help. But we need a proper 
guidance also. Especially when we don’t know how to cultivate a garden. When you know 
these fields of science – how to cultivate the garden, which plant is good, which is harmful, 
etc. – then you can go on with your knowledge, expertise, experience. Until you don’t posses 
that quality, we need the proper guidance. But when dedication becomes a mature and wide 
inner mood – that you cannot work, you cannot think, you cannot live in another way, just by 
dedication yourself, then all the small little mistakes what have remained due to your previous 
conditioning – they can be used in the service. Like for example somebody has a certain taste 
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or a certain capacity, although this is not spiritual, he can use it in the service. Dedication will 
purify whatever we have.  
 
 
 
 

11. A bitter taste in the sweetest moments 
 
 
"How can devotion be known accept through the hair standing on end, or through 

one's heart melting, or through tears of joy, trickling down one's cheeks? And how can one's 
mind be purified accept through devotion? A man, full of devotion to Me, who speaks in a 
voice chocked with devotion, whose heart melts through affection, who lives incessantly in the 
thought of separation from Me and sometimes laughs when reminded of My pastimes and who 
sings unabashed at the top of his voice and dances out of joy, purifies the whole world. Even 
as gold shakes its dross and regains its purity only when heated by fire, so does the soul shake 
off the seeds of karma through the discipline of devotion. The more ones mind gets purified by 
listening and recounting My auspicious stories, the better jiva is able to discern the subtle 
reality of the self, even as the eye is better able to perceive a minute object when treated with 
a medicated pigment."56 

So, how can we understand who has devotion? Here some symptoms of devotion are 
mentioned – like hair standing on end. But usually in our culture it is more like a sign of 
horror or shock, right? But if you have any little chakra experience, then you know what does 
it mean when you just start to feel this vibration going all over the body – this is what is 
meant here. But that is not easy to see, right? Melting of the heart is even more difficult to 
see, but you can feel how much power is emanating from the heart, I am talking about 
emotional power. And this we can perceive in the company of very purified and very great 
souls. It is simply good to be with them. So although we might think that these signals, these 
symptoms are very difficult to measure, we have the ability to feel, to perceive that in a subtle 
way. 

And then were mentioned tears of joy, right? Actually tears of joy are like achintya 
philosophy – because if you are cheerful, how you can shed tears? Tears usually you shed 
when you cry. But when you are really happy, then some tears will appear. So this is achintya, 
uniting the opposites, bheda-abheda, happy and bitter. So there is a bitter taste in the sweetest 
moments.  

"Weeps incessantly and sometimes laughs. And sings at the top of his voice and 
dances." I have a friend and he is a very special devotee; whenever he should sing, he is not 
singing, whenever he should practice maunam, he is singing. Always on the opposite. But I 
am sure that this is very dear to our Lord, because God is not a controlled one. Well, some 
little things can control Him, but I think He is not very much captivated by the official 
version. Like the devotees should look like that, act like that, it should be done like that… It is 
very good in the elementary practice, necessary, no doubt, but when you can cross the borders 
in certain respect, I think this is real dedication.  

 
 

                                                 
56 "Shrimad Bhagavatam" 11.14.23-26 



 68

 
12. Personalized offering 

 
In deity worship there are so many elements and so many mantras and mudras and 

this and that – this is a very complicated system. But what is the point – dedicate yourself to 
God. This is the point with all the complicated requirements. If you know all the tricks of puja 
and you chant all the mantras and you show all the mudras, but you forget to dedicate 
yourself, then it is useless practice. But even though you don’t know the mantras or some 
requirements, but nicely, with real sincere emotions you can do something, you will feel the 
result. And not only you, He will also feel the result, He will also accept.  

And what is the best item that you like to offer? Flowers, food, light, incense, some 
bhajan. Well, I have a very sweet devotee friend, who was offering, making the puja with a 
big ghee lamp, big like this, burning big flames in the front. And you know, when he was 
offering the burning flame to Krishna, the picture starts to become little hazy and like dancing 
and things like that – so he was very much captivated by that. And as many devotees - they 
are attracted to offer different things. But my favourite offering is – beyond the sixty four 
elements of puja – this is what you like, this you should also offer. What is your private, 
personal, favourite thing – you should also give this to Krishna. I think this makes it very 
personal. Because the official list is (you) know – like ringing the bell before entering the 
door of the temple – this is also an offering to the deities, right? Or when you enter you pay 
your obeisances – this is another offering. Or to make a feast – this is another offering. Or to 
make dramas – like Krishna-lila, Rama-lila – another type; to make ekadashi – also. But what 
is your preference, what is your beloved thing? If you give this also, in my understanding this 
makes this whole puja seem very, very intimate. This is my favourite thing, so I give this to 
You. It is natural; if you love someone, you want to give what you like. The only problem is 
when he does not like it. You like bananas, therefore you give bananas, but he hates, he 
cannot tolerate bananas. But what is love? "Ah, bananas, so nice! Thank you, thank you! This 
is my favourite!" Many times it happens. But fortunately Krishna likes practically everything. 
It is His, but the pinch of devotion, the little salt of devotion makes it very sweet.  

You know, in material life everybody likes these personalized things. Like you have to 
give your private code to your mobile, you have to enter the password on your computer, so it 
is personalized on you, just for you. Or your names engraved in your pen, or whatever – this 
is my ego, personalized! Personalize your spiritual practices also. And it does not mean that 
on your japa bag you will have your own picture: "This is my japa!" Not in that way. But 
dedicate, give something, sincerely. And in most of the cases this is a very private thing. 

So try to personalize your service, because then it will be even more precious for you 
and for Krishna also.  

 
 
 

13. Tuned harmony 
 
 

We should never make a show of our dedication. Of course, we worship sadhu-sanga, 
because this is a field, this is a platform, provided by Krishna – to serve together, to live 
together, to do something nice together as an offering – but inner, private dedication, I think 
this is very important. And if we have the same mood, like everybody is tuned in the same 
way, then sadhu-sanga will be very harmonious.  

Of course, that is also true that we come with different conceptions. We are different 
unique personalities, everybody is unique, you cannot find two finger-prints the same. So it is 
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also personalized, unique. In the same way you cannot find two same meanings, I mean two 
same feelings towards Krishna. Because you are unique, you have a certain special specific 
collection of expression of your feelings. Still, we have to ride the same boat in one sense. So 
there is the tuning, there is the sadhu-sanga, there is the mission, so to say. Although we are 
different personalities, we ride the same boat. Or the same cart, drawn by horses.  

So I think this is the personalized service. When we go on with our meditation, but we 
give something extra, we put a personal touch on our spiritual practices. And observing you I 
think you have a good chance to do that. Maybe - you as a nation or the Sofia mission - a little 
more control and a little sadhana you should have, but nevertheless dedication is more 
important. But combine the pros of both – then it will be very effective. 
 
 
 
 

14. The level of spiritual identification 
 
"The mind of a man, dwelling on the objects of the senses, gets attached to them. Even 

so the mind of one engaged in contemplating on Me will be absorbed in Me alone."57 This is 
very practical. If you think of food, you will obtain some food for yourself, right? If you 
meditate on God, finally you will meet Him. Even if you meditate on your personal demons, 
you will meet them. Isn't it, you can personify your fears, anything, sooner or later you will 
meet them. But if we dedicate ourselves to Krishna, hopefully we shall meet Him also. 
"Therefore giving up the thought of the unreal and worthless objects of the world as things 
seen in a dream or fancies, concentrate your mind, purified through devotion to Me, on Me 
alone. Abandoning from a distant the company of women, as well of men delighted in 
company of women and having conquered one’s mind, one should sit down in a secure and 
lonely place and attentively think of Me. In the case of such a man no such afflictions and no 
such bondage results from attachment to others as does from the company of women as well 
as of men delighting in the company of women."58  

So, ladies might be offended by this, because why the spiritual practitioner should 
avoid the company of women? But actually it concerns the company of worldly women. And 
it also concerns the company of those men, who are bound by the worldly illusion of the 
genders. Ultimately we are not men, not women. So if there is some criticism about the 
women or about the men, it does not concern you, because you are a spirit soul, right? I am 
atman. But if you will be offended: "Why they use such harsh words about women?!" that 
means you are in bodily consciousness, you identify yourself with a woman. Nevertheless, we 
should work very hard to come to the level of spiritual identification, not the bodily 
identification. But Krishna says in "Bhagavad-Gita" that practice and renunciation will bring 
the result. So if we go on with the spiritual practices and also practice renunciation, then we 
shall be blessed with the results.  
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15. Further and further 
 
 
There is one very nice story with the Gurudev of Sadhu Maharaj when he was very 

old. And so it happened that on that day - on that specific day - it was ekadashi. And on 
ekadashi usually you don’t take anything, or maximum some fruits – you control your eating. 
And of course Babaji Maharaj was fully conversant and fully under control. But at that 
morning he was eating rice and dal with chapati on ekadashi day – a little strange, unusual. 
Gurudev is keeping the ekadashi vows for hundred years, and now all of a sudden one day he 
is just eating chapati and rice and dal, what is strictly forbidden on ekadashi! Everybody was 
amazed a little bit. I think at that time Sadhu Maharaj arrived and he said: "Ah, very nice that 
you came! Come, join the prasadam!" He was a little shocked: “Ah, what to do now? Because 
you know, you have to keep the vows, but when guru says: "Do this?!" And what do you 
think? What did he do? He said: "All right, Gurudev, I am coming." And he started to eat dal 
and rice and chapati on ekadashi. But then came another disciple, who was a very strict 
follower of sadhana. Babaji Maharaj again said: "Ah, very nice that you came! Come, join us, 
take prasadam!" Then this guy said: "This is ekadashi vrata. Today I cannot take." And 
Babaji Maharaj said: "Very nice!"  

So there are different levels of doing, acting, joining, understanding – we are not 
uniform. What is proper behaviour for one, might be very disturbing for another. Of course 
we have to learn the basic rules, no doubt, it's out of question. But you can see how a real 
spiritual master will create such circumstances, so that the disciples should learn something. 
And we can say both behaviours are proper. One is more sadhanic, more controlled, it is not 
bad. But the other one is more flexible, more like following the taste. And actually it is 
approved by shastra. Because in shastra it is said that ekadashi vrata is very strong. But you 
can take water, you can take milk, you can take fruits, you can take medicine, you can take 
maha-prasadam and you can take whatever is given by guru. With these you don’t break your 
ekadashi vow. So even if you are very strict in following shastra or sadhana or whatever, 
there is always a chance to be mistaken. While the other decision was devotional. Of course 
we are not trying to find excuses and ways to avoid some little difficulties and tapasya. But I 
think you understand the point – that in some cases we have to give up our attachment.  

And this invitation from the spiritual master is actually working on all platforms. 
Because practically we are attached to our material conditionings. When we are still outside 
the devotional circles, the devotees will invite: "Come, join us!" and you will say: "Ah, no, 
no, I am busy. I have to do this, I have to do that…" - that means you are not on that platform. 
So they invite from one state of consciousness to join another state of consciousness: "Come! 
Make one step!"  

In the same way this invitation is permanently with us. Always going further and 
further, just like in the discussion of Mahaprabhu and Ramananda Ray about what is the goal 
of life: "To make Krishna happy." "Yes, you are right, but go deeper. What is the next step?" 
So it is always going on. And finally Ramananda, although he was a great pandit, said: "There 
is one more step, but there is no shastra about that. I know the steps, but shastra does not 
know." Then what did Mahaprabhu say? "Be silent." I think this is very, very instructive 
story. In the temple of Shrila Shridhara Maharaj the devotees know by heart that chapter from 
"Chaitanya Charitamrita" although this is some three hundred and more verses. Because it is 
so important what is the goal of life.  
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16. Four waves of consciousness 
 
"Uddhava said: "Now please tell me, o Lord with lotus-like eyes the process of 

meditation, indicated in the following verses. As to how and as to what a seeker of liberation 
should contemplate on You?"59  

So far it was dedication, devotion glorified; now Uddhava inquires about meditation. 
But I think meditation is very dry compared to dedication, so I don’t want to waste your time 
on meditation. But shall we go on?  

"The glorious Lord replied: "Seated on a seat of moderate height, neither very high 
nor very low, with a body erect in a comfortable posture, placing both his hands with palms 
upwards, steadily gazing on the tip of his nose, and having fully controlled all his senses, one 
should cleanse the passages of the life breath by the process of breath control – that is puraka 
(slow inhalation), kumbaka (retention of the breath) and rechaka (slow exhalation) and 
should slowly practice this course in the reverse order."60 

So what is this? This is the cross-legged meditation posture and breath control. And if 
you see, for example, Zen practitioners, they are doing this; nicely they are keeping the hands 
like this, meditating. But, you know, in meditation, especially if you are not trained enough, 
sometimes the body gives some signal: "Ah, you are so peaceful, you are very close to 
sleeping…" and sometimes these guys, the Zen practitioners, fall asleep. They sit in rows in 
their meditation room, but the master does not fall asleep. He is walking up and down and 
checking out who is sleeping. And he has a big rod. Whenever you are going deep down in 
your meditation…… 

 But why it is happening? Because actually you are practicing nicely. Sleep is a 
different state of consciousness compared to the awake state. So if you start to practice some 
kind of meditation and you go to a different level of consciousness your consciousness will 
change. And strange enough, psychology has identified how many different levels? There are 
four waves that you can measure, how the amplitudes are different. And strange enough the 
Vedas also describe four stages of consciousness – awake, sleeping with dreams, deep sleep 
without dreams and the fourth phase. Very good parallels between scientific research and 
ancient yoga wisdom. Different stages of consciousness. Therefore if we practice, the bodily 
functions and the mind functions will change, no doubt. But if you are not really controlling 
the situation you might fall asleep; if you control you will not fall asleep, but you will come to 
a more awake consciousness but spiritually. 

 
 

 
 

17. Nothing is missing 
 

Sometimes in devotional circles people are afraid of yoga practices. They keep it 
secret. Just recently I've heard that: "Imagine, Rupa Gowami was also practicing breath 
control, keep it in secret!" Why? Why it is such a big secret? Because others will also try to 
control their breath and make their mind functions stronger and more alive? 

Yashoda: I am amazed why in bhakti practice breath control is never mentioned?  
Tirtha Maharaj: It is not true, it is mentioned, we practice it every day, in the 

morning especially: "Samsara davanala lidha loka…" But I am serious! I am observing this 
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for the last few years, but I haven’t found any practice that is not included in the natural 
worship and daily regime of the devotees. You cannot show me some.  

Yashoda: But I am thinking about these, that were mentioned – kumbaka, rechaka… 
which I have heard before in hatha-yoga style of practice.  

Tirtha Maharaj: If you sing your bhajans this is the best breath control, little upgrade 
of rechaka. It is there. Well, chanting of the mahamantra is a little different in that sense 
because usually we do not strictly connect that with the breathing process, but it is also there. 
Haven't we made experiment last time in Sofia about that – what sounds you hear in your 
heartbeat? Who is discussing that topic? Nobody. No other school is discussing that topic.  

But if you want to hear more about meditation, let's try to finish the verses here: 
"Manufacturing in mind through the instrumentality of life breath the sound of pranava, om, 
as extending uninterruptedly at the stem of the lotus stalk from muladhara, one should then 
follow it with the sharp nasal sound continuous as the ringing of a bell."61 So, with the life-
breath, with prana we should visualize the om, manifest the om through the spinal column and 
from muladhara, the bottom chakra, bring it up to the high crown chakras. "In this way he 
should exercise his breath, joining it with pranava, the om, trice a day, ten times each. Within 
a month he will have attained control over his breath."62 It's not very complicated.  

And what is the breath control for the bramins? Three times, three occasions per day, 
what it is? This is the Gayatri, to raise our consciousness. Because what is the goal of 
controlling the breath? To bring your life energy on a higher and higher level in the chakra 
system, right? So if you chant your Gayatri, immediately you will be connected to the light, to 
divine light. So what is missing here? Nothing, right?  
 
 
 

18. On the lotus throne of the heart 
 
"Keeping the eyes half closed and fixed on the tip of one's nose, being enlivened and 

alert, one should meditate on the lotus flower situated within the heart. This lotus has eight 
petals and is situated on an erect lotus stalk. One should meditate on the sun, moon and fire, 
placing them one after the other within the whorl of that lotus flower. Placing My 
transcendental form within the fire, one should meditate upon it as the auspicious goal of all 
meditation."63 

The English is a little bit difficult, but what is pointed here? Your heart is a lotus 
flower. Put the sun, the moon and the fire on this lotus throne and in the middle put Krishna. 
What is the sun and the moon and the fire? They are called "witnesses", they see all the 
activities of humans, so therefore these witnesses are there – sun, moon and fire. And also 
added the bramins and the guru and the stars – they see everything. All these natural elements 
should be there, and of course they are representatives of Krishna, no doubt. So they should 
be there in our heart.  

If you go deeper in the symbols, then the sun is the divine male function, like king; the 
moon is the keeper of the secrets – artistic, poetic, mystic experience; and fire is the 
connection between earth and heaven. In this way everything you can include in this 
visualized meditation on the throne of your heart. And then in the center there should be 
Krishna. But in what form – this will be described further.  

"That form is perfectly proportioned, gentle and cheerful. It possesses four beautiful 
long arms, a charming, beautiful neck, a handsome forehead, a pure smile and glowing, 
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shark-shaped earrings suspended from two identical ears. That spiritual form is the color of a 
dark rain cloud and is garbed in golden-yellowish silk. The chest of that form is the abode of 
Śrīvatsa and the goddess of fortune, and that form is also decorated with a conch shell, disc, 
club, lotus flower and garland of forest flowers. The two brilliant lotus feet are decorated 
with ankle bells and bracelets, and that form exhibits the Kaustubha gem along with an 
effulgent crown. The upper hips are beautified by a golden belt, and the arms are decorated 
with valuable bracelets. All of the limbs of that beautiful form capture the heart, and the face 
is beautified by merciful glancing."64 

So this form of Krishna should be invited on the lotus throne of our heart. Therefore 
we can say that this is an instruction for meditation: try to find your Lord in such a way – 
charming, beautiful, attracting, like this.  

Yashoda: It was mentioned four arms?  
Tirtha Maharaj: Here four arms, because this is process of yoga, meditation, right? 

Krishna gives some morsels to the yogis also.  
"Withdrawing the senses from their objects with the help of mind and separating the 

mind from all objects with the help of intellect, the driver of the chariot of the body, a wise 
man, should focus it on Me."65 This is a very famous parable, comparing the body to a chariot, 
the horses to the senses, the reins to the mind and the driver to the intellect and the soul to the 
person riding the cart. 

So this is like a technical description how to practice your meditation. But what is our 
practice? So to say the upgrade to all these technical details – archa-vigraha. Because there 
you see the charming form of your Lord and you can be personally attracted to Him.  
 
 
 

19. Mystic insight 
 
"The glorious Lord began again: "Siddhis, mystics powers of various kinds, wait upon 

a yogi of steady mind, who has subdued his senses and controlled his breath according to the 
procedure detailed before and concentrates his mind on Me." Uddhava submitted: "Kindly 
say through what mode of concentration which and what kind of siddhi can be acquired and 
how many siddhis are there, since You are the bestower of such siddhis on the yogis, ah 
immortal Lord."66  

So, if you practice yoga, you will achieve something. If there is action, there is 
reaction; if there is some practice - some results, some fruits will come. If you practice some 
mystic yoga, then you will have some mystic powers. If you practice bhakti-yoga you will 
have some bhakti powers – achievements based on spiritual connection, on connection of 
divine love to the Supreme. But here the siddhis are discussed: 

"The glorious Lord replies: "Eighteen in all are siddhis, as well as the modes of 
concentration leading to them, taught by those, who have attained perfection in yoga: the 
minor ones – such as insight into the past, present and future, being easily attainable by 
others, too. Of the former eight abide chiefly in Me and in smaller degree in those, who have 
attained similarity of form with Me. The other ten being attainable through the development 
of sattva-guna."67  
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Eighteen siddhis are mentioned here. The perfected beings posses these siddhis of 
yoga; and it is said that the minor siddhi or the minor mystic power is to be able to perceive 
the past, present and future. Although from this again we can see how elaborate and how 
elevated this whole system is. Because usually people - if they think that somebody sees the 
future or the past - say that this is very high mystic power, right? If people are in insecure 
situation and they don’t know the future or they have some problem, they go to a fortune-
teller, who will tell them the future; and who is reading the past, people think that he is a great 
mystic person. But here you can see that this is а minor thing.  

And as we are all spiritual practitioners we shall also be able to see the past, present 
and future. How to do that? Devotees do not go too much for these mystic insights. So, they 
have mystic insight or they don’t have – what is your opinion? Usually others see with the eye 
of wisdom – gyana-chakshus. But devotees see with shastra-chakshus, with the eyes of 
scriptures. And here the past, the present and the future is also contained. Plus we have the 
conviction that whatever is given to us by the Lord Supreme it is for our benefit. In this way 
we don’t really have to search out the future too much, because whatever is coming we should 
accept it as a kind of blessing, as a kind of instruction from the Supreme. In this way the 
insecurity, resulting from the unseen future, disappears. Whatever life gives us this is a 
consecutive feature and necessary ingredient of our improvement, of our spiritual progress. So 
all depends on the consciousness, all depends on the attitude that we develop towards the 
things. 

 
 

 
20. Siddhis in the light of bhakti 1 

A particle of dust 
 
Now let's discuss the siddhis: "Anima – reducing one's body to the size of an atom, to 

become small; mahima – magnifying the body to a gigantic size. And three – laghima, 
extreme lightness of the body – these three pertain to the body."68 Small, big and light.  

As we practice a different kind of yoga, bhakti-yoga, what is the anima-siddhi of a 
vaishnava? What is the small body siddhi of a vaishnava person? This is humility – when we 
put ourselves so small, so insignificant, even smaller than an atom. This is our anima-siddhi. 
And if you remember this beautiful instruction of Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu: "Please, make 
me a particle of dust at Your lotus feet"69 – this is the explanation how to achieve that position 
of humility. And this is, so to say, our final goal – to achieve that position of touching the 
lotus feet of the Lord. Usually particles of dust are not considered too much precious, but 
even though they are not precious, by the divine contact they are glorious. In the same way 
although we create our own universe and circulate around ourselves, nevertheless compared 
to the gigantic universe this is very, very insignificant. Although for us, for the insignificant 
jiva, He is most important, or better we say She is most important. So this is our anima-siddhi 
– the capacity, the mystic power to become insignificant like a particle of dust.  

But here is this other siddhi – this is the mahima-siddhi, the greatness, to achieve the 
gigantic form. How do you do that in bhakti-yoga? By dedication? So you multiply your body 
to serve better? Well, it is said by those who are experienced in spiritual practice that for 
example in a really dedicated bhajan or kirtan you can have that experience that your body is 
growing. When you feel like expanding. So our practices also bring the mystic experience to 
those who are present, who are active in those practices in a very dedicated mood.  

                                                 
68 "Shrimad-bhagavatam"11.15.4 
69 Shikshashtakam, 5 



 75

And laghima also, like flying, when you can dedicate some little activities to Krishna 
and you feel like flying. All these mystic experiences can be perceived by the true practitioner 
of bhakti. 

 
(to be continued) 

 
 
 

21. Siddhis in the light of bhakti 2 
Interstellar catastrophe 

 
 (continues from the previous issue) 
 

"Prapti consists of establishing contact with the senses of entire creation in form of the 
deities, presiding over those senses." To achieve your goals – this is prapti. "Prakamya means 
the capacity of enjoying pleasures that are capable of being seen or enjoyed only in 
subterranean regions." Prakamya is coming from kama, desire; kamya is what is desired. So 
if you have a desired object, prakamya means to approach the desired object – what you can 
hear in the higher realms and what you can see in the netherworlds. This is another siddhi – 
you achieve enjoyment, you enjoy what you desire. "Ishita consists of the capacity to make 
maya and other subordinate potencies to function according to one's will." Ishita-siddhi is 
when your desire comes true, when you can influence others to function in certain way. And 
you can see how this siddhi is very difficult to manifest. Because a mother wants to instruct 
and influence the child in a certain way, but it does not go like that. However hard you try, he 
will go his own way. It is very, very difficult to give some directions on the correct path. But 
this is some siddhi. And fathers and mothers – I don’t know, by some mystic practices – they 
achieve this siddhi that finally they can instruct the child very nice. "Vashita means absence 
of attachment to the pleasure of the senses, while the eighth siddhi is kamavasayita according 
to which one is able to enjoy the highest measure of whatever pleasure one seeks to enjoy. 
These eight siddhis, oh, gentle one, are considered natural to Me and unsurpassed."70 

So these basic siddhis – the eight basic siddhis – are natural for Krishna, and these are 
the elementary phases of siddhis. This last one, kamavasayita, is the highest capacity a jiva 
can attain. It is said the jivas even can create worlds – certain regions or certain planets, so to 
say. Just like we have created certain self-universe for ourselves, because everybody is 
revolving in his small little universe – thinking that my life is the ultimate and my possessions 
are the greatest or my achievements are the best. This we can call individual universe, private 
universe. But when you see that your neighbour has also created such an individual universe 
then you are surprised. When there is a collision of these universes, it is an interstellar 
catastrophe – clashing of the egos, ego universes.  

 
(to be continued) 
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22. Siddhis in the light of bhakti 3 

Absence of hunger and thirst 
 

(continues from the previous issue) 
 
"The other ten siddhis are: absence of hunger, thirst, old age, etc. in this very body." 

In classic yoga scriptures it is described how you can make your life longer by cutting your 
tongue and putting it down in your throat and blocking the passage of the air, breathing prana 
and doing some meditation – in this way you can live two hundred years and more. But for 
what reason? Just to practice this blocking the air? For two hundred years?! Come on! But 
definitely it is written in "Isopanishad" also that if you follow the dharma practice, suggested 
by God, you can live one hundred or two hundred years. So if we live according to that 
principle that we can take whatever is designed for us, but we don’t crave for other things, 
then we can lead a very satisfied and peaceful life and then we shall enjoy the divine 
arrangement and the divine care that is provided for us.  

Absence of hunger and thirst; when you try a little bit of fasting you can see how 
much unnecessary energy we put into the body. Because usually people feel that when they 
go on fasting, they are not hungry. Sometimes you are a little slowed down but otherwise 
different types of energy are manifested. So practically we use the body in a very improper 
way. Just like when there is a fire burning and you put too much firewood, the fire is almost 
extinct. In the same way there is this fire of digestion and if you put always too much in this 
fire, it functions very slowly and it needs more energy to digest that what is achieved by 
digestion. So sometimes it is good to have a break for the body. And fasting, or abstaining 
from eating and drinking is also very good for achieving a different state of consciousness. 
Because usually we are too much controlled by the senses and too much controlled by hunger 
or by satisfying the thirst or hunger. So if you try to control, try to decrease a little bit these 
instincts of the body, then you will see, that you become more open, more sensitive for 
spiritual things. You will become more receptive for spiritual impressions. And I have seen 
one friend practicing this type of purification, drinking only water for considerable time and 
even his character changed. Previously he was always cutting jokes and giving remarks on 
others, so his company was not very easy, but while he was doing this he was very soft, very 
mild, very nice person, little slowed down, peaceful. So even the character is influenced by 
the practice that you follow and of course by the food that you eat. If you eat passionate food, 
you most probably become passionate. If you eat sattvic food then, well, hopefully you will 
become sattvic. But if you eat too much turshiya (Bulgarian pickles), then you become sour.  

 
(to be continued) 

 
 
 

23. Siddhis in the light of bhakti 4 
Perfection used in a wrong way is destruction 

 
(continues from the previous issue) 
 
Then the next one: "The capacity to see and hear from unusual distance." Mystic 

insight or to cover big distances by hearing and seeing. "Movement with the speed which can 
be increased according to one's will." And this is not called "a fancy car". Then: "Taking any 
form at will." So, you can change your form. These days material science and this new type of 
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medicine and plastic surgery provides this – by nature it is little small here, so let's put some 
silicon there. Or maybe some wrinkles come, let's make it more bright, or whatever. And even 
they can change the gender of the body. So it is not such a big miracle that bodies are 
changed. Spirit is the same but body is changing. So, people try to make anything to enjoy life 
better. They are given a certain type of body, but they say: "No, I want another type! Maybe 
ladies enjoy more, so I want to become a lady." And then they make a little adjustment here 
and there and start to put some polish on the nails and go to hair-stylist and then he or she, I 
don’t know, they feel happy. What the yogis achieve in a mystic way, we try to achieve in a 
mechanical way; and this is very ugly, very disgusting. That one is a mystic power. And you 
can see as the age goes by, I mean the Kali-yuga improves from the finer, more delicate 
methods we come down to very basic, very rude methods to achieve something similar. It is 
not the same, because now the main goal is how to enjoy more comforts. At that time the goal 
was completely different. They wanted to serve better, or they wanted to investigate better, or 
they wanted to speak the language of the animals to understand them better – whatever. There 
was some finer, higher, more spiritual goal. Now we have very basic goals, I mean humanity.  

"Leaving one's body and entering any other body." It sounds weird to enter the body 
of another person or to capture the body of another person. Therefore we have to be careful 
with those who possess these mystic powers. Once devotees visited India - it happened with 
Gurudev and some devotees - and they saw a yogi in a cell under the earth. So there was hole 
in the earth and some cover on the top like chains or bars or something like this and this yogi 
was practicing this tapasya down under the earth. And, you know, some people did not take 
him too much serious, they were laughing or ridiculing him, but Gurudev stopped them and 
said: "No. Take care. This person is a very powerful mystic and if he curses you, forget it!" So 
better respect people who possess extra powers. Although this is not our path, still we respect 
their practices, we respect their tapasya, their conviction, because they can do so many things 
that we cannot. Anyway, a devotee is of course protected by Krishna, but nevertheless we 
should not give a chance for Krishna to protect us too much. Don’t give headache to Krishna 
because you have done some stupid activities and then He has to protect you.  

"Seven - giving up the ghost at will; eight - participation in the pastimes of gods with 
the apsaras, the celestial nymphs; nine – attainment of one's desired goals; and ten – 
exercising authority unobstructed everywhere." So, from this you can see that the desires or 
the ambitions, or the inclinations of the jiva improves, or we can say over-improves and they 
can come to some extraordinary power and situation when they can influence others and they 
can transfer their wish to others, entering the bodies, entering the minds. Which can be 
practiced in a pure way and in a left-hand way also. Because actually transferring some 
energy or entering the body-mind complex of another, how it is called? It is called friendship, 
it is called family ties, it is called relationship, right? Because if we meet a person who is 
important for us, he or she will enter our body-mind structure. "He is in my heart, I always 
think of him," right? So it is natural. But when you use it for some hazy purpose or you have 
some second desire, hidden desire, then it is not recommended.  

Siddhi means perfection. But from this you can understand that perfection used in a 
wrong way is destruction, it is not perfection. It is very dangerous. Therefore if we submit 
ourselves under the divine care, then even if there is any so to say attack or any danger from 
outside, we will be protected by the supreme Lord. Of course sometime you might be given a 
lesson what does it mean, just to get an impression what kind of influences or dangers are 
there in life. But basically a devotee is always under the protection of the divine care.  

 
(to be continued) 
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24. Siddhis in the light of bhakti 5 

Not only peaceful but affectionate world 
 
(continues from the previous issue) 
 
We have seen in the beginning that certain siddhis you can experience in your daily 

practices like chanting and bhajan and this and that – you can feel like smaller or greater or 
pervading, more expanding. But what about the siddhis like "my desire is never obstructed, I 
can enjoy life in a celestial way or I can influence others" – should we develop such powers or 
it is there, or it is missing? What is the situation with these?  

Krishna Priya: I don’t think that we should develop such power.  
Tirtha Maharaj: Then what should we develop?  
Krishna Priya: Love and devotion. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Sounds better option. Because for some - siddhis are a desired goal, 

like the end, the topmost achievement. For others - siddhis are like secondary results. They 
don’t go for the siddhis, they go for some higher ideals, and the siddhis are achieved 
meanwhile automatically. Of course we should not think: "Ah, I possess all the siddhis 
because I am a good devotee." (44.20 not heard) But definitely it is very logical and at the 
same time very transcendental that if we are under the protection of a higher authority then 
the lower authorities cannot touch you. Or if you are committed on the highest platform then 
you will automatically achieve all the good things, all the benefits of the lower platforms. 
Right, if you attend the university, you must know, you already possess the knowledge of 
ABC. In this way if we cultivate the topmost achievement – we are not dogmatic, but divine 
love is the topmost achievement, there is nothing more fulfilling than divine love, than prema-
bhakti – then all the other previous steps are included there. In this way somehow devotees 
might possess and might use such mystic powers, in case it is necessary for the service, for 
the mission or whatever.  

And sometimes we are praying for such mystic powers: "Ah my God, there is so much 
service today! Please, give me four hands to accomplish all!" Or: "Couldn't you provide me 
another form to sell the books?" So sometimes we are praying for these types of blessings.  

Then it says: "The minor siddhis are: to know things related to past, present and 
future; to remain unaffected in the pairs of opposites, like heat and cold, joy and sorrow, likes 
and dislikes. Then: to read others' minds; and to neutralize power of fire, sun, water and 
poison; and to suffer no defeat at the hands of anyone whatsoever."71 I think these minor 
siddhis are very useful. To read the mind of others – well, it is not always very pleasant, but it 
might be useful. Why? Because in this way you can understand the other person better. So, it 
is good that everything is arranged; that usually you don’t read the minds of others, right? I 
think it makes the world very peaceful. But if you have that ability that you are so much 
compassionate, so much loving, so much open that you can feel what is the need, what is the 
necessity of another person I think it improves the world. It does not make the world only 
peaceful, but it makes the world more affectionate, more resolving problems and helping 
others. This I like, this is very useful – to read on the basis of compassion. If we can read the 
minds, the feelings, the problems of others – this is the first stage of resolving problems, of 
stress management: we have to understand the other person. This is point number one: listen, 
understand and love. These are the three basic steps of the spiritual commitment.  

 
(to be continued) 
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25. Siddhis in the light of bhakti 6 

Parama-siddhi 
 
(continues from the previous issue) 
 
 
To neutralize the power of fire, sun, water and poison – well, as Kali Yuga is 

progressing I think we should develop these siddhis. Because the sun is scorching so heavily 
these years that the sheep in Peru and Argentina go blind due to the rays of the sun. Or if you 
go out in the sunshine too much, you get this skin cancer; and many other things. And to 
neutralize water and poison – in most of the cities, in most of the countries you cannot drink 
water, it is just poison. Or you drink the tap water and a he, I mean the male person, gets so 
much female hormones from the water, that soon he becomes a "she". We have to neutralize a 
lot of things, so again I say that these mystic powers become very useful.  

And suffer no defeat from anyone – it sounds good. Especially in this age of 
competition spirit - if you have no fear that I will suffer defeat from anyone - this is a major 
siddhi. Always become first.  

But these are minor things. "These are the siddhis following by yoga concentration, 
typically mentioned by Me. Now hear from Me what siddhi can be acquired, through which 
mood of concentration and how. He, who focuses his mind identified with the subtle elements 
on Me as soul in the subtle elements and worships Me in that form alone acquires My power 
of assuming an atomic size and therefore attaining the capacity to enter even a slab of 
stone."72 

So, who focuses and concentrates on the subtle elements and worships Krishna in the 
subtle elements or in the form of subtle elements he can minimize himself. But we discussed 
our ways of practicing these siddhis and achieving them, like doing your service, practicing 
your humility, dedication of yourself. I think you can stop here. By glorifying the way of 
dedication – because the way of dedication will give you all the siddhis and more, it will give 
the param-siddhi. Because it is said very nicely by Shrila Bhaktivinoda Thakura – bakata-
seva parama-siddhi – the supreme perfection is to serve the devotees. So whatever version the 
yogis might have for this siddhi or for that siddhi, our main perfection is loving service to the 
Supreme Lord, to the Divine Couple and to the servants of the Supreme Lord. So – bakata-
seva parama-siddhi. Jay Radhe! Hari Hari bol! 
 
 
 

26. Devotion does not depend on siddhis or on mistakes 
 

Kripadham: Gurudev, is it necessary all siddhis to be present in the person that has 
achieved perfection? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Not necessary.  
Kripadham: For example, if one is a devotee it does not matter if he has siddhi or 

doesn’t have? 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes. Because siddhi is just like the ability to sing – one person can 

do, the other person can do also, but not very good. So this is secondary, side effect of 
spiritual goal. And if somebody has siddhi it does not mean that he is spiritually elevated.  

Kripadham: This was my question, Devotion don’t depends on the siddhi.  

                                                 
72 "Shrimad Bhagavatam" 11.15.9-10 
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Tirtha Maharaj: Devotion does not depend on the siddhis, it does not depend on the 
light show or the smoke either. But anyway we should respect what people achieved. Still we 
should be able to see the true reality of those siddhis. But even in the bona fide yoga practices 
they know that these are not goals, these are instruments to achieve something else, something 
higher. So we should not misconceive or misunderstand these processes, they are not goals in 
themselves, but rather they are instruments to achieve amrita, or eternity, or to find the way 
out from this material universe, to achieve liberation – basically these are the goals of 
mystical yoga practices.  

Kripadham: Gurudev, how is possible for somebody actually to achieve these 
siddhis, but to use not for good purpose? Why God give him this kind of power? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Ah, God gives very easy these small, insignificant things that are 
very easy to obtain. But bhakti – this is difficult to obtain. When we say that Krishna satisfies 
all the desires, don’t think that He satisfies only your devotional desires. If other people have 
different desires, Krishna will satisfy them. He provides everything. Whatever you like, you 
can get it. This is the Universal Mall – whatever you like you can get it. 

Kripadham: If somebody wants to be a devotee, but his desire is not so strong, like 
that of another, who wants to be powerful. Which desire God will satisfy more easily?  

Tirtha Maharaj: It is easy for Him to satisfy any desire. But as Krishna is inclined to 
His devotees, He is a little partial with those who love Him, therefore I say that He will find a 
way to attract his lazy devotee. 

Kripadham: I am asking because sometimes we are trying to act like a devotee, but 
very often we fall in maya, represented by some maya representative, like powerful man or 
powerful woman, kama. And I am just thinking how Krishna protects this kind of people and 
what is the correct way they not to be influenced.  

Tirtha Maharaj: The previous chapter discusses this question, because - you 
remember - it said that sometimes you are not free from the control of the gunas or other 
influence. But a devotee is not generally overpowered by them. Sometimes he is 
overpowered, but not generally, not all the time, not any time. Why? Because of dedication. 
So dedication is so powerful, devotion is so powerful that it will finally liberate and save the 
person from this conditioned stage. This is the point. Therefore we believe that by dedicating 
ourselves to Krishna's service and always being under the guidance, being under the 
protection, chanting the names, doing our service, associating with the devotees, studying the 
scriptures – as it is mentioned as the basic principles of our spiritual life, we should never give 
them up! Because that means that I am committed, I am doing my offering to Krishna and 
then the results we leave up to Him – whatever He gives, we accept. If He takes nice care of 
us, we accept; if we have some troubles, we also accept – this is due to our previous actions 
that fructify. So even if this fallen situation might happen, we should not be discouraged or 
depressed – go on with your service in a jolly mood, in a happy mood, with some bliss, 
although you know that you have committed some mistakes. In certain respect we are not 
hundred percent pure, we are conditioned by certain previous difficulties or limits. We should 
not be depressed but better go on with the service and pray for total purification. Because 
Krishna can liberate in one moment, in one second. It is not a big job for Him. We only have 
to show our willingness as soon as he invites us. I think this is the preparation, this is the time 
of sadhana, we should be ready, we should prepare ourselves to go as soon as He calls us.  
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27. A goal to work for 

 
"For if I ever failed to engage in carefully performing prescribed duties, O Partha, 

certainly all men would follow My path."73 
Supreme Lord is giving the laws, He is beyond the laws. He has nothing to do in this 

world, still He is acting. We discussed what kind of activities he is doing – beyond creation 
and such superficial things – and we came to the conclusion that the main activity of Krishna 
is for example to tend the cows or to run here and there and shout into empty wells, etc. This 
is very important! And also to play the flute and to dance into rasa circle. But in order not to 
disturb the human beings, sometimes He does some ordinary activities also. Because if He 
would be inactive, everybody would think: inactivity is the path!  

The next verse says: "If I did not perform prescribed duties, all these worlds would be 
put to ruination. I would be the cause of creating unwanted population, and I would thereby 
destroy the peace of all living beings."74 

Humans can be considered partners or reflections of the divine being. And if this 
example is appropriate to Krishna, then it is appropriate to us also. That is, if you don’t 
perform your prescribed duties, then the ruination of the world will be sure. And unwanted 
population will come. And the peace of all living beings will be finished.  

How do you feel, the peace of the living entities is provided? Depends on our 
realization. If we see the realities of life we can say "it is not". If we see the hope of humanity, 
then we say "it is and it is not". But when you speak from the other side – it is! Therefore 
activity is necessary to maintain the peace, to maintain the future of the world and also to 
perform the prescribed duties.  

In itself this is a goal to work for. Because these rules are coming directly from God 
and if you fulfill His desire everything will be fulfilled. If you reach Him, you will reach 
everything. If you know Him, you will know everything. So in this way exclusive devotion to 
Krishna will be inclusive of everything. Because Krishna, the Supreme Lord, is not an 
ordinary man. If you focus your attention on something totally, then there is a danger of being 
limited. And then we can say: "Ah, you became fanatic." Or: "You have lost something." But 
if you come in close contact with the ultimate source of the whole universe, of the whole 
existence – what can you lose? Therefore performing these prescribed duties is glorious in 
itself. What to speak of providing peace of the whole living entities! Because don’t forget, if 
you are close to God, then you are close to everyone. If you live for yourself you live for 
nobody, but if you live for God you live for everyone.  

So this kind of service is a very glorious service. 
 
 

 
 

28. Golden slumber 
 

To provide peace of the whole humanity we must be realistic and idealistic at the same 
time. Realistic in that sense to say "thief" to a thief, to say "illusion" to illusion; and idealistic 
in the sense that you should support people's faith. Sometimes faith is also illusion. People 
like to be cheated. This world consists of two kinds of people – the cheaters and the cheated. 
Which group you want to belong to? If you want to belong to the cheaters, then big karma 
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will come. And if you want to be cheated, then how can you achieve perfection and the 
absolute truth? So, search for the absolute truth! Don’t waste your faith in superficial things. 
Don’t think that illusion will help you, however sweet this illusion is. Truth is difficult to 
tolerate, but illusion will never help. To sleep on the lap of Maya Devi – golden slumbers, 
sweet dreams…  

Once there was a lady. She had an old husband, who was wealthy. And he was such a 
fool that he thought: "Ah, my young wife loves me." But she was not loving you, my dear, she 
was loving only your pocket. And of course she had another lover – young and beautiful 
prince. But he was empty-handed, poor like anything. It is always like that – in the beginning 
you have the capacities, but you don’t have the resources. In the end you have the resources, 
but you don’t have the abilities. This was happening in this case also. And they decided 
somehow to get the money and to get rid of the old guy. So they decided to kill the old 
husband. Everything was very successful; they could kill him easily and take all the riches in 
a bag. And of course they were escaping – they wanted to start a new life, far away, where 
nobody knows them. While running they came to a river. But you know, to cross a river, 
especially if there is no ferryboat and no bridge, is quite difficult – you have to swim. But 
there was one little problem – the lady did not know how to swim. Therefore the man told her: 
"Give me the riches, I will swim across the river. Give me the riches and give me your 
clothes, because then I can keep the cloths above the water and they will not be wet. I will 
cross the river, come back to you and then I will take you also." The lady was satisfied: "Ah, 
you take care of me so nicely!" So she took off the clothes and gave it to the young man with 
the riches and he was crossing. But it was a big river, so she could not see the other side – it 
was curving. So, he was gone and the lady was waiting – naked on the bank. And while she 
was waiting there was a jackal, who was holding some flesh in his mouth. This was his 
dinner. But as the jackal came close to the river, somehow the sound of dogs made him 
frightened. And all of a sudden the flesh just dripped from his mouth into the water. 
Immediately a big fish came and took all the meat. And the lady, seeing this occasion, started 
to laugh: "Bad luck, poor guy, you have lost your dinner." And the jackal said: "Hey, what 
you are talking about?! You are sitting here naked, killed the husband, took the wealth, and 
now your wealth and your lover is also gone. And you are laughing at me?" 

Sometimes people like to be in illusion. Just like the lady – thinking that her lover will 
come for her. So, be ready to say: "No!" to illusion! Illusion will never help you. Truth is very 
far from illusion. And never commit anything against the desire of Krishna, otherwise you 
will lose. Always do good! Of course, it is difficult to know what is good and what is bad, but 
this is the duty of an intelligent person to find out. Search!  
 
 
 

29. From rules to love 
 
"As the ignorant perform their duties with attachment to results, the learned may 

similarly act, but without attachment, for the sake of leading people on the right path."75 
Always do good and give good example to others. "So as not to disrupt the minds of 

ignorant men attached to the fruitive results of prescribed duties, a learned person should not 
induce them to stop work. Rather, by working in the spirit of devotion, he should engage them 
in all sorts of activities [for the gradual development in devotional life]."76 
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This is the duty of a leader - to help people to realize themselves, to show the active 
way of devotional service and to show how to harmonize whatever activities you are doing 
with the divine goal. A real guru will teach you how to sleep for Krishna or how to quarrel for 
Krishna. Everything should be harmonized – whatever we do, should be harmonized. It is not 
that we should be schizophrenic. You should not become schizophrenic: I have a spiritual life 
and I have a material life. No, you should find the harmony in everything. Because everything 
is guided by the divine arrangement. Even the bodily functions are under guidance. 

Still we follow some rules and regulations what to do and what not to do. But what is 
the goal – to be attached to rules and regulations that can purify you? Or to be attached to 
purity?! Where do you give your attention? To the rules or to Krishna? In this way, by real 
spiritual development from rules you can come to love. From requirements you can come to 
spontaneity. From limited consciousness you can come to freedom. It is very difficult to 
achieve total spiritual freedom. But if we understand what is the essence of that spiritual 
purity and freedom, then it will be very attractive to us. Because finally in love there are no 
rules. The gopis are not approaching Krishna according to the rules and regulations. Radha 
sometimes revolts against the tyranny of Krishna! She is not an obedient servant, but rather a 
revolutionary personality, from the left wing.  

But if you revolt against Krishna, that is not so sweet. So first give yourself: "I am 
Yours!" And then you can come with your claims: "But You are mine!" These are some 
higher levels, some higher questions of bhakti, where there is the feeling of mamata – that 
"You are mine" – when you try to claim your rights on Krishna, although all rights are 
reserved by Him.  

Still, by performing this supreme duty of humanity you can achieve that level. 
Because we are not living for… not even for dharma, not to speak of artha, kama, not even 
for moksha, but we live for bhakti, divine love. Because Krishna is subordinate to this divine 
love. It is more powerful than Himself. Therefore the final duty of the living entity is to come 
in contact with Him, to reflect back what you have got from Him. This is the principal duty of 
a person – to live for Krishna. Whatever you have, offer to Him. Whatever you do, do for His 
sake. This is real activity. Otherwise activities will bring only problems. But if you learn how 
to serve Krishna nicely, perfectly, then problems will be finished.  

Not very soon. I don’t want to sell you pink spectacles. Problems will be there. If you 
want to purify yourself, you will have to face all the problems of your existence. And you will 
have many fall downs and many very distressed moments. But still this path of liberation and 
this path of bhakti is very glorious. Because you can be victorious over yourself, your greatest 
enemy.  

 
 
 
 

30. Not renunciation, but dedication 
 
Question: I want to ask you to say something about the power of renunciation.  
Tirtha Maharaj: What can you renounce? Everything belongs to Krishna. What can 

you renounce?! Renunciation usually makes the heart very hard. But we want to achieve a 
melted heart. Still in order to achieve full freedom from attachment, we should practice 
certain type of renunciation. Our renunciation is not to renounce the objects, but to give up the 
attachment. And the positive side of renunciation is to engage everything and everybody in 
the service of Krishna.  

Usually we consider, for example, giving up sexual life a big renunciation. But 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur, who was a full-life brahmachari, said: "I could make 
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hundreds of sons and I would be ready to do this if I would be sure that they will become pure 
devotees. But because I am not sure, therefore I preach instead." 

In different gunas people have different approach to the things to be renounced. Still 
we can say that certain control on ourselves helps a lot in spiritual development. And the best 
self-control is service. So it is not something that we should think, we should get an idea how 
I should control myself or what kind of sacrifice I will do. Better if we serve the devotees, if 
we serve Shri Guru, if we serve Krishna and automatically this self-control will be 
accomplished. If we only renounce, our spiritual life will be dry. But if you submit yourself, if 
you give yourself to Krishna, to the service happily, then it would be full of rasa. Because it is 
only rasa, only the higher taste that can keep you, even in renunciation. Rasa means the 
happiness of the soul, coming from connection to Krishna. If you have a drop of this higher 
taste, then you can easily give up everything and surrender.  

So there is nothing wrong with the objects, the only problem is with our attachment. If 
you hold a tree tightly and say: "Ah, tree, leave me, leave me!" this is stupid! This is not a 
problem of the tree, it is your problem. So our willingness, our willpower should be also 
devoted to Krishna.  

And if we examine what is necessary for life – these are very, very few things. Don’t 
overcomplicate your life. Perform your duty in His service and automatically the renunciation 
will be there. Because if I live for Krishna, I cannot live for myself.  

So we are not living for renunciation, we are living for dedication. 
 

 
 
 

31. When you pray for service, pray for strength also 
 

It is not that first I renounce and then I dedicate myself, first I get the knowledge and 
then I dedicate myself. No, it is said in "Bhagavatam" whatever activity is performed for the 
sake of Krishna in this world, it is considered devotional service, and knowledge and 
renunciation will be natural product of that devotion. So first comes devotion, then comes 
tyaga and gyana, renunciation and knowledge. Bhakti is the mother and knowledge and 
renunciation are her two sons.  

Once Bhakti Devi was travelling in Vrindavana. And she was very much amazed, 
because she had seen her sons almost dying. "How is this possible – she was amazed – that 
the son is dying before the mother?! I am so well, I am so healthy and my sons are just dying! 
What is happening?" Without bhakti, without devotion renunciation and knowledge are just 
drying up. Therefore devotion is first. If we have devotion, we shall gain knowledge; and 
automatically we can renounce.  

But in the beginning devotees calculate: "Well, if I become a devotee, then I have to 
give up everything. It's not a good business – give up everything and nothing is secure what I 
will get. All risk, no gain! This is stupid business." We want everything secure – no risk, all 
gain.  

But actually it works other way round: no risk – no gain. You have to be brave. Be 
brave with Krishna and then Krishna will be brave with you! But use your brain also. For 
example if you pray to Krishna – just like Kripadham's mother mentioned yesterday that she 
way praying for some engagement. And now she has so many opportunities that it is too 
much. So if you ask from Krishna more service, don’t forget to ask the strength also to 
perform the service. Because Krishna fulfills all your desires. If you pray: "Give me more 
chance to preach", you will have thousands of invitations to fulfill. But if you don’t ask for 
the strength, then you cannot fulfill this duty.  
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Once there was a devotee visiting India. And his service was that with a group of some 
devotees they were preparing some publications – this was normal duty, normal service for 
them. And this person was praying at the samadhi of Rupa Goswami – this is the burial place 
of Rupa Goswami: "You are the personification of shastra, please, give me more chance to do 
some service!" And same evening he received an e-mail and the other devotees informed: 
"Now it is your turn. We cannot do this publication service. Everything belongs to you."  

So with all my humility I would like to ask you to be careful with this Krishna.  
 
 
 

32. Beyond justice 
 
Question: I would like to ask you if you could tell some words about rasa?  
Tirtha Maharaj: Rasa is liquid. If something is too dry it is very difficult to move. 

For example if you have an engine and there is no oil inside the engine it will break. In one 
sense we are also like engines – our heart and soul. If somebody does not put a few drops of 
rasa in our hearts and souls, then it may function, but is squeaks. In the same way in human 
relationships – if you tell people only the truth, this is correct, but nobody will like it, nobody 
will be happy around you. But if you say a few nice words extra, beyond the truth, then 
everybody will be very satisfied around you. Is that a kind of cheating? I think not, because 
this is practical and it makes others more active in spiritual life also. If the guru tells his 
disciples only the truth about their behaviour and level, they will not be very much satisfied. 
But in order to avoid sour faces and depression in the ashrams, sometimes we have to say 
some good words also: "Ah, you are such a nice devotee. So nice service you are doing here!" 
For example one gives only trouble and guru says: "Ah, so nice that you have come. We are 
so happy that you live here with us." Although everybody is upset about the person, it is 
impossible to tolerate this guy: "How is it?! Does Gurudev not see his shortcomings?! He is 
so nice with this stupid guy!" Why? If you give only the criticism and reality to that person, 
he will not grow, never. But if you expand your heart to that person, then he will also come 
with his heart. And this is rasa. This is not truth, this is beyond justice.  

A pure devotee is not judging according to justice. He has the eye of compassion. And 
by this extension of the heart other people will grow. So don’t forget, if you want other 
devotees to grow around you, extend your hearts. Be strict and strong with yourself and very 
nice and very gentle with others.  

So this is the practical side of rasa - how to realize rasa in our everyday life. But this 
human relationship, this human rasa is only a reflection of the original. And divine rasa is the 
only element existing in the spiritual sky. 
 
 
 

33. It is not cheap 
 

Effective is very a bad word, but for effective performance in spiritual life – effective 
in such a sense that fruitful – for fruitful performance in spiritual life you must have some 
factors. And one factor is rasa. Second is bhaava. And the third is maha-bhaava. Rasa is 
taste, higher taste or the happiness of the spiritual life. Bhaava is ecstasy and maha-bhava is 
high type of ecstasy. So actually in the spiritual life there are only two types of feelings, 
moods: ecstasy and higher ecstasy. Only these two. Among the hundred and eight rules 
concerning the initiated disciple, one is very important: it is forbidden for him or her to be sad 
or morose. Therefore there is only ecstasy and high type of ecstasy.  
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But rasa in the ultimate sense is manifested in the company of Krishna and Radha. 
And there the circular dance is the highest symbol of perfection. This is called the rasa-dance 
– such a dance which is full of divine, spiritual happiness. When Krishna is dancing with each 
and every gopi. One Krishna, one gopi, one Krishna, one gopi. And everybody feels that "He 
is only with me". From this we can understand that even on the highest platform you can be a 
little bit selfish, self-centered. He is with me! And this connection gives such a kind of full 
attention and happiness and satisfaction that you forget about everything else. You forget that 
there are some more gopis, you forget that there are some more Krishnas, you see only your 
beloved.  

So this is the renunciation in rasa – when the ecstasy of Krishna is so powerful, that it 
makes us forget everything else. Just like material love. People are ready to focus their 
attention very much when they are in love. Forgetting about everything, forgetting reality, 
realities of life; they live in a dream world. And the girls think: "Ah, he is my prince!" And he 
thinks: "Ah, she is minimum a demigoddess!" Sometimes you love so much that you forget 
about yourself also, which is very rare. But if you apply these material feelings in spiritual 
sense, then we can understand what the highest rasa is. If you completely forget about 
yourself.  

And how to do this? This was shown by Mahaprabhu. All the nectar that is there in 
Goloka Vrindavana is manifested in Mahaprabhu's mission. Golokera prema-dhana harinama 
sankirtana77 – the wealth of divine love in Goloka Vrindavana is manifested in the harinam 
sankirtan of Mahaprabhu. Therefore when we join Mahaprabhu's mission, then we set this 
goal – rasa. But without full self-control rasa will be imitation. So beware, it is not cheap.  
 
 
 
 

34. Don’t judge, serve 
 
Question of Damodar: From the side of the spiritual master it is clear that he 

encourages in advance the beginners. But in relations between devotees we are not 
impersonalists, we are not equal, we are not one, everybody is different. There are basically 
three levels – people above you, people on your level and people below your level. What 
should be the relations between the devotees on these levels?  

Tirtha Maharaj: Love. Nothing else. Simply if you love devotees then everything 
will be nice. Because by love you can overcome the difficulties.  

But of course we know the basic rules of association also that we should follow. Like 
learning from the superiors, making friends with the same level, and to help the younger 
devotees. But if there is learning, friendship or teaching – this is service. This is the basic 
point.  

And you, devotees, should give a good example. There is enough violence and enough 
misunderstanding in the outside world. Why should we import that mentality inside the 
ashram – fight or spirit of competition? Outside! Leave it outside, keep it outside! In the 
ashram there should be a divine atmosphere. And if you base your activities and your vision 
on the teachings of bhakti-yoga, then you will have no other type of vision. If we serve others 
then our life will be sublime.  

Sometimes we are too much concerned with judging the level of devotees – he is 
superior or senior or more neophyte, like this. But don’t forget, Krishna sends you the 
devotees not to judge them, but to serve them. If you have some devotees around you, don’t 

                                                 
77 Line of Narottama dasa Thakura’s song 
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judge them, rather serve them. In this way not only they will be satisfied, but you will be also 
happy. Very simple principle. Once Shrila Prabhupad said: "Simply try to love Krishna!" 
Instead of going too much in theoretical discussions, simply try to love. Simply try to serve 
people around you.  
 
 
 
 

35. Devotional puzzle 
 

Once there was a devotee, giving a lecture and he said that there are only two types of 
people in the world. "One is the devotee"… and in the audience everybody was waiting: and 
the other is the demon and karmi. But then he said: "And the other is a future devotee." And 
after the lecture people came out: "Ah, it was so nice! Only two kinds of people – devotees 
and future devotees.” We should have this vision.  

At the same time I know that it is very easy to have a beautiful and perfect connection 
with the devotees in Canada. But with this guy sleeping in the next sleeping bag this is 
impossible! But Leo Tolstoy says that the biggest problem nowadays is theoretical love of 
people. They are not ready to tolerate the other next to them, close to them. From this we can 
understand what kind of devotional level we have achieved. Can I appreciate the people next 
to me? Do I see all the beautiful qualities of the vaishnavas around me? Or I see: "Hey, this 
one does not know the shlokas. The second one eats too much. The third one is sleeping too 
much. They are all in maya. Except me, I am the best devotee here!"  

If you are united, nothing can hurt you. From the outside nothing can break the 
company of the devotees. But if disharmony will enter the door of the temple, very easily will 
finish with everything. You know, it is very easy to break down something, more difficult to 
start something, but the most difficult is to maintain something. Because that is goodness. To 
break something down this is ignorance, to start something this is passion, and to maintain - 
this is sattva. And don’t be satisfied with sattva! We need shuddha-sattva, pure goodness.  

Keep together. Devotional life and devotional company is just like a puzzle. You have 
a nice picture, big picture, but you have small elements. They fit together nicely, especially in 
the correct place. If everybody is on his or her appropriate place, the whole picture will be 
beautiful. Maybe I have some shortcoming, but the other person can fulfill that shortcoming, 
complete. Therefore we should be united.  

And just to prove the importance of unity: once Shrila Prabhupad asked the devotees 
to bring incense for him. You know, the incense is sold in 250 grams’ big packages. He 
handled one stick to each devotee and said: "Break it!" Of course everybody could easily 
break one piece. Then he gave this package, there were 200 pieces inside, and said: "Break 
it!" He had one disciple, he was a heavy weight wrestler before, big like this – even he could 
not break. So if you keep together nicely, united, nothing can hurt you. If you are alone, maya 
comes and easily breaks.  

Therefore, please, appreciate the devotees around you. Keep the material mentality out 
from the ashram. Always have in front of your eyes your highest goal. Then you will 
overcome all the difficulties. Our level of achievement is manifested in the art of association. 
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36. Benefits of material nature 
 
 

Question: I was wondering what is the use, what is the benefit of material nature, of 
all emotions and feelings that it generates? Because all the time we speak that all the problems 
come from the material nature, but if it exists there must be some purpose in it? Material love 
– what is the use of it?  

Tirtha Maharaj: Well, everything – intellectual and emotional – is a manifestation of 
the primary rasa, the primary connection to Krishna – love. But this is a reflection only. This 
is not full, not the complete picture. Yet until you have not tasted love in ideal sense – not the 
physical contact of the bodies, but the special feeling, you know – until then it is very difficult 
to understand what it means to fall in love with Krishna. And we can learn a lot from illusion. 
Because here on earth immediately you can understand that there is no love without suffering. 
Right, they always go together! And you want something that is only love? No! Even 
devotional life, even devotional love will create pain in your heart. But of course that pain is 
different from this pain. Yet everybody is searching for fulfillment. The only problem is that 
those types of fulfillment that we try to find in the matter are limited. Therefore this ultimate 
frustration, coming from illusion, makes you search for something else.  

And then it starts to function in a different way. As soon as you understand that you 
belong to the divine world, your connection, your attitude towards illusion will change. You 
will feel that illusion helps you. It does not only curb you, but it helps you to grow. Because 
illusion works basically in two ways – giving you the trouble or helping you. "Not this way, 
not this way"- this is help! However bitter understanding is this. To understand that this is not 
the way, this is not the way – this is bitter experience. Still it helps. Not to search for 
happiness in the mud, but to raise your eyes.  

And there is another explanation of the benefits of material creation. Without falling 
from tatastha position – that intermediate position, original position of the soul coming from 
the demarcation line between the matter and spirit – without coming from that position you 
could not find your way back. If you are in such unmanifest position, so to say, like in the 
tatastha-shakti, you cannot feel the ecstasy of devotional life. So from that point of view 
entering maya helps us to taste higher rasa. Therefore it is said that the original balance of the 
souls is just kicked out, broken by Radhika. Because She wants you to return. Does it make 
any sense?  

Comment: Looks like material world is given by God as a perfect way to Him. 
Tirtha Maharaj: I would say this is given by Him, but it is an imperfect way. From 

this imperfection we should understand what perfection is.  
But finally there is no material world. If you have the vision, this is only spirit 

everywhere. If that change of vision comes, then hell becomes heaven. But if we don’t have 
that vision, heaven becomes hell.  

This is a complicated question. But still we should respect somehow the divine 
creation. Because material sphere is the place where Krishna manifests His, so to say, limited 
pastimes. Spiritual sky is for unlimited pastimes, it is a little bit different. So even the material 
sky is for Him, not for us.  
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37. The ripened fruit of Vedic tree 
 
 

“Nigama-kalpa-taror galitam phalamshuka-mukhad amrita-drava-samyutam pibata 
bhagavatam rasam alayam muhur aho rasika bhuvi bhvukaḥ - O thoughtful men, you should 
know, that “Shrīmad-Bhagavatam” is the mature fruit of the desire tree of Vedic literatures. 
It emanated from the lips of Shri Shukadeva Goswami. Therefore this nectarean fruit is all the 
more relishable by liberated souls.”78 

Purport by Shrila Prabhupada: “In the two previous shlokas it has been definitely 
proved that the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam is the sublime literature which surpasses all other Vedic 
scriptures due to its transcendental qualities. It is transcendental to all mundane activities 
and mundane knowledge. In this shloka it is stated that “Shrimad Bhagavatam” is not only a 
superior literature but is the ripened fruit of all Vedic literatures. In other words, it is the 
cream of all Vedic knowledge. Considering all this, patient and submissive hearing is 
definitely essential. With great respect and attention, one should receive the message and 
lessons imparted by the “Shrimad Bhagavatam”. The Vedas are compared to the desire tree 
because they contain all things knowable by man. They deal with mundane necessities as well 
as spiritual realization. The Vedas contain regulated principles of knowledge covering social, 
political, religious, economic, military, medicinal, chemical, physical and metaphysical 
subject matter and all that may be necessary to keep the body and soul together. Above and 
beyond all this are specific directions for spiritual realization.” 

What kind of animal is the essence of the animal kingdom? Cow. And what is the 
essence of the cow? It is the milk. And what is the essence of the milk? This is the butter. And 
what is the essence of the butter? This is the ghee. So we can conclude that the essence of the 
animal kingdom is ghee. And ghee is the topmost foodstuff and the topmost offering. In the 
same way we can understand that “Shrimad Bhagavatam” is also essential like this. There are 
so many knowledge and so many different sciences all over the world. But the essence of all 
this information is contained in the Veda. But Vedic knowledge is also very diverse. 
According to the Indian calculation there are 10-12 different main topics or fields of 
knowledge like sankhya and logic and so many different sciences. But what is the essence of 
all this knowledge? These are the two basic instructions of the Vedas, from all the Vedic 
literature: “Always remember Krishna and never forget Him.”  

And how to do this? To remember and not to forget? Only you can do this if you get 
the higher taste. If you take only the lower taste you cannot get this higher experience.  

Therefore we consider that the fruit of all the Vedic literature is the Purana section. 
And from the Puranas those, who are searching for real rasa, “Bhagavata Purana” is the 
topmost. There are some Puranas which are more elaborate on different topics, there are some 
Puranas which are longer than the “Bhagavata Purana”, but the rasic essence is contained 
here. Therefore this is considered the ripened fruit of the desire tree of the Vedas.  

And today’s verse is very practical. When you have a big tree, full of nice looking 
fruits, how you can judge which is good for sure, which is tasty for sure? If there is one fruit 
which was pricked by a parrot, then you can be sure that this is really tasty. And this 
“Bhagavatam” was given by Shuka, Shukadev. Shuka means “parrot”. So when his mouth, his 
lips are touching this topic, it becomes very sweet, condensed. So, try to taste the “Shrimad 
Bhagavatam”, because it is tasty according to the touch of Shukadeva Goswami. And also it is 
easy to be understood from pure-hearted. “Vedeshu durlabham adurlabham atma-bhaktau”79 
says Brahma. Vedeshu durlabham – in the Vedas it is very difficult to find Him, to catch Him. 

                                                 
78 Shrimad Bhagavatam 1.1.3 
79 Brahma Samhita 5.33 
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But adurlabham, not difficult to catch Him for the atma-bhakta; atma-bhakta – who has 
dedicated himself to Krishna. So Krishna is hiding in a secret place in the hearts of the pure 
devotees. Therefore we have to search there.  

Question of Bhakti Shakti: Usually from some other spiritual paths they also say to 
study the Vedas and so on, but they do not accept “Shrimad Bhagavatam”. How we can 
explain that “Shrimad Bhagavatam” is authority, natural authority in explanation of the 
Vedas?  

Tirtha Maharaj: Well, you can study the works of Jiva Goswami. In the “Tattva 
Sandarbha” he devotes one whole chapter, half of the book actually, to prove that “Shrimad 
Bhagavatam” is the final authority. But that is quite a theoretical debate there. How can we 
prove? By giving a charming experience to people. And this is not a magic that we perform. 
But if you show your complete satisfaction and your shining devotion to people, then they 
will ask: “What is your secret?” And then you can say: “This is my secret.”  

Better to raise the interest of people then to change their opinion. And this is very 
good field to raise the interest.  

 
 
 

38. Let yourself to be amazed 
 

Sometimes we are afraid to discuss rasa. Of course we should not forget that the first 
step in God realization or any kind of spiritual path is to control yourself. And by this control 
we can come to a higher level of happiness. Do you agree that all the living entities are 
searching for happiness? This is some very basic principle of life: when you live you want to 
be happy, even in the material circumstances. You want to enjoy happiness in the world of 
sorrow and misery; you want to enjoy freedom in your cage; you want to enjoy eternity in the 
land of death. So happiness… as this is a natural condition for the soul, it is absolutely natural 
that we are searching for that satisfaction and happiness. But we should be intelligent enough 
where to find this. If we search our happiness in the mud, this is for hogs and pigs. But as 
human beings you should search your happiness on another platform. Yet even human form 
of existence is a big trap, because this is especially designed for enjoyment of the senses. So 
this is rajas number one, human form of existence is total rajas. Animal form is tamas, 
human form is rajas and demigod level is sattvic. It is very difficult to recognize this 
situation: that I, as a human being, am basically under the influence of rajas, although this is 
very obvious that I work only for my satisfaction. The only impetus that makes me move is to 
get something. If you are on a very basic level of human existence, then you will work for 
your own satisfaction only. Ah, no, sorry, if you are on a very basic level, you don’t work at 
all, there is no impetus. Total darkness, no engagement in anything. If you are a little bit more 
human, then you work for your goals. And when you are a little bit more polished animal, 
then you will work so to say for the satisfaction of others, but basically you want to enjoy 
yourself. You want to enjoy happiness that you get in return, that you enjoy as remuneration.  

So rasa is essential. Without rasa you cannot live, this is basic principle of life. Even 
the yogis are going for rasa, they want to enjoy a higher type of happiness. In this respect 
again we have to become superhuman beings, not to be influenced by the normal – so to say 
normal – human conditions. Step beyond your limitations. This is the real duty of human life 
– to overcome the boundaries of human existence.  

So as spiritual practitioners you are also searching for your happiness. And where the 
happiness for a devotee is coming from? It is coming not from the crude material things, basic 
topics for enjoyment like women or men or possessing something, but the feelings of 
vaishnavas are more refined. Their happiness should come from a nice offering in the 
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morning, or from a nice bhajan when the soul is just flying, or from some divine atmosphere 
of the sadhu-sanga. Whenever we come to the devotees even the sense perceptions are so 
special. Very delicate taste, very delicate smell, very nice people, very nice atmosphere. Very 
special! Once a devotee told me his firs encounter with the arati. He said he almost fainted 
from the beauty. The curtain lifted and deities appeared and incense was burning and he 
almost fainted. This is real philosophy: when you let yourself to be amazed! To see the beauty 
of the things. Later on, after some years, it will become a routine for you: “Ah, again, six 
o’clock, I have to go to offer incense.“ What has changed? It’s not the incense, it is not 
Krishna that has changed. It is your taste that has changed.  

Therefore this taste, this rasa is very important thing. Rasa comes from cultivation. If 
we don’t cultivate, we shall not feel it. So by cultivation we can achieve finer and finer 
feelings of rasa. 

 
 
 

39. The real reality 
 

“Regulated knowledge involves a gradual raising of the living entity to the spiritual 
platform, and the highest spiritual realization is knowledge that the Personality of Godhead is 
the reservoir of all spiritual tastes, or rasas. Every living entity, beginning from Brahmā, the 
first-born living being within the material world, down to the insignificant ant, desires to 
relish some sort of taste derived from sense perceptions. These sensual pleasures are 
technically called rasas. Such rasas are of different varieties. In the revealed scriptures the 
following twelve varieties of rasas are enumerated: (1) raudra (anger), (2) adbhuta (wonder), 
(3) shringara (conjugal love), (4) hasya (comedy), (5) vira (chivalry), (6) daya (mercy), (7) 
dasya (servitorship), (8) sakhya (fraternity), (9) bhayanaka (horror), (10) bibhatsa (shock), 
(11) shanta (neutrality), (12) vatsalya (parenthood).”80 

Conjugal like husband and wife? Conjugal is different. Conjugal is beyond rules and 
regulations. Shringara is when you have a lover. When you don’t have a lover, then you are a 
faithful wife. That is not shringara. Shringara is when you have extra. You have normal 
condition and you have something extra. Conjugal actually does mean beyond rules and 
regulations. This is svakiya and parakiya. Anyway, we are at the beginning, so we can stay at 
svakiya, no problem, we can stay at official relationship between God and His servitors, no 
problem. Shringara is definitely the ecstatic mood; it is not the everyday mood.  

So this book81 is essentially discussing rasa or the connection with God Supreme: how 
you can be attached, how you can be connected. And here Shrila Prabhupada says: “The sum 
total of all these rasas is called affection or love.” So simple! Scientifically there are twelve 
rasas, but actually there is only one rasa and this is the affectionate rasa. Here it is called 
“love” and this is too much used expression – love, love, love. Better we practice, not only 
speak about this.  

This loving capacity is the natural tendency of the soul. But if we waste this energy on 
a very basic level, then we shall not get the fruit. Do you remember what was the general 
definition of sin?  

Bhakti Shakti: Action against God. 
Tirtha Maharaj: That is also true, definitely. 
Manohari: When you repeat one mistake again and again.  

                                                 
80 From the purport by Shrila Prabhupada on “Shrimad Bhagavatam” 1.1.3 
81 “Shrimad Bhagavatam” 
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Tirtha Maharaj: A permanent mistake is called a sin. But here another definition is 
necessary: when you use a higher type of energy for some lower goal. Do you agree? If you 
think, it is not only a mistake, it is not a mistake, it is a sin. Because you use, and this is by 
intention, this is not by chance. So if you use something higher for a lower purpose, it is 
called sin. And what is the highest type of energy that you have? What is that? This is the 
loving capacity. So don’t waste that energy on nonsense! You should use this for the best 
purpose. Therefore we practice bhakti-yoga, connection through love. This is the best use of 
your loving capacity – if you love Krishna, Radha-Krishna. Don’t waste your energy on lower 
levels.  

So, rasa is for the soul, it is not for the body. Cultivate your loving capacity for the 
best purpose, best goal. And here Shrila Prabhupada very nicely explains: “Primarily, such 
signs of love are manifested in adoration, service, friendship, paternal affection, and conjugal 
love.” So, whatever is here can only exist because it exists in the original form. Like here like 
there. The only problem with the material world is that it is a distorted reflection. Therefore 
we should come to the original: not only vastu, but vastava-vastu – the original original, the 
real reality. Don’t be satisfied with anything lower.  
 
 
 

40. Transcendental Kamadeva 
 

Love is such a special potency that cannot be manufactured artificially. You cannot 
artificially love somebody. This is a natural tendency. And it is very powerful. When it is 
coming, it just knocks you off your feet. Even if kama comes, it is very strong. What to speak 
of prema?! Prema is the original love, kama is only a fake, second-hand love. And still kama 
is so strong, when it comes to you, it just finishes you – no brain. Sometimes it is nice to have 
that experience – that you cannot fight with kama. Because from this you can understand: if 
the reflection is so strong, ah, what is the power of the original! If prema would come to you 
in the same way as kama comes, you would die on the spot.  

So our loving capacity is a natural tendency, but we should not waste our loving 
capacity on the kama platform, we should preserve it to be used on prema platform.  

And now it is almost May, this is the time for kama. All the trees are blossoming, all 
the bees start to hum, birds are chirping, everybody is searching for his or her partner. You 
can see the blackbirds; they are so much under the impression of kama, that they are ready to 
jump under the cars. Haven’t you seen? Sometimes they are so much in love, that they fight 
with each other and then they are smashed under the cars. It’s a very good lesson to observe: 
how this energy is working in the material world; how the living entities are under the control 
of Kamadeva. You could say: “Ah, but this is the beauty of life!” No, this is a fake reflection 
of the original. And still it is so charming. 

But if you want to become a yogi then springtime is not your season. Because yogi 
means control and springtime is not talking about controlling, but about unlimited waves of 
emotions. And what is the colour of this (sannyas) cloth? This is not the colour of spring, this 
is the colour of autumn. When everything turns away from the hustle of life in order to 
achieve a higher level of existence. From life to existence; from knowledge to wisdom, from 
happiness to bliss.  

And how can you fight or relieve yourself from the control of kama? Can you fight? 
Yes? No, not really. Kama is much stronger than you. Krishna is the original Kamadeva. 
Material Kamadeva gives only kama, material pleasure. And he comes very close, when you 
want, naturally you want to enjoy some happiness. So he is coming, trying to satisfy: “Ah, I 
am here! What do you need? I give everything.” You can get rid of the influence of 
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Kamadeva only when you come closer to Krishna.  Somehow they cannot tolerate each other. 
Because both want your emotions. So if you sell your soul to Kamadeva, he will take 
possession: “From now on you are my servant, you do what I tell you.” Then your life starts. 
And then you go in one direction and you will have complete lifestyle and finally you will 
realize: “Ah, I made a mistake.” If you consider the transcendental Kamadeva, Krishna, He is 
the emblematic figure of divine love. He also says: “From today you are My servant. And I 
will give you everything that you need.” He is also doing a good propaganda for His case. But 
at the end you will not be frustrated, that is the difference.  

Because whatever rasa we achieve on the material platform, it will be lost. And 
please, excuse me, I don’t want to be negative, it is realistic. I am not pessimistic, I am 
realistic. Whatever you possess materially, you will lose it. On the coffin there is no pocket. 
You cannot take anything with you. Everything that you gather, collect, achieve, materially, 
physically, mentally you will just have to leave. Even material emotions you shall lose. But 
the divine connection will remain. Soul to soul connection will remain, will stay. This is real 
rasa. This is one little hidden pocket in the coffin, where you can collect your spiritual 
treasures.  
 
 
 
 

41. On free choice 
 

Question of Bhagaha: We were discussing few times with the devotees about the free 
will of the jivas. And if Krishna knows what will happen in the future with each and every 
jiva… Because from one point of view it is said that every jiva has the possibility to choose: 
Krishna or maya. And from other side if Krishna knows what will happen in the future with 
each and every living entity… 

Tirtha Maharaj: …then where is the free will? Do you have some children? No. 
Then it will be a little more difficult to explain. But anyway, just imagine, you have some 
children. What impression a father should give to the children? You should give the 
impression: “Ah my son, you have full freedom! Then the son will feel very satisfied, 
although he has no freedom at all and you will pay the price for all the nonsense that he is 
doing. And the basic tendencies are there, he cannot escape from these basic tendencies. He 
will run after ladies, he will be mad in springtime, etc. He will make all the mistakes that you 
have made. And you know already how these mistakes work. And you know how he will use 
his freedom. He has some freedom? No he has some feeling of freedom, not real freedom.  

So something very similar. We all have the impression: “Ah I have free choice. I have 
my freedom.” When I was young I also shared this opinion: “Yes, freedom!” Now I would 
say we have no freedom at all. Why? Because either we are controlled by maya, illusory 
energy, or we are controlled by Krishna. Neither in this case nor in the other are we bosses. 
We are servants and servant means no freedom. If a servant has freedom, that is not a servant. 
But the servitorship in realm of maya is bitter, you always want to escape. Servitorship in 
divine realm is sweet, you want to enter more and more: “Give me more! I want to get rid of 
my stupid freedom. I don’t want to become a simple servant, I want to become a slave! I want 
eternal slavery! I want to fully dedicate my life, give up my freedom, give up my 
independence.” And in a loving connection, affectionate connection, it just automatically 
comes. You don’t think of your freedom if you love somebody. Naturally you forget: “Ah, I 
am Yours! I am not free anymore, I am Yours. You just tell me what to do? I belong to You, I 
have no separate existence.”  
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But this is rather more emotional side of the question. I don’t think that Krishna’s 
absolute knowledge – that He knows past, present and future -  curbs your feeling of freedom. 
He is pulling the strings.  
 
 
 

42. The emotional God 
 
Bhagaha: I was thinking to ask if Krishna knows from the beginning what will be our 

choice in the future? 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes.  
Bhagaha: So He knows if we are going to surrender or not? 
Tirtha Maharaj: Not only knows, because knowing is very medium level. He is 

waiting for your surrender. Krishna is not a conscious God, He is an emotional God. He is 
crying after you! If Krishna would be only theoretical or conscious God, chit, He would say: 
“According to your choice; if you don’t want, you don’t come. I give you the freedom not to 
come.” But Krishna is not like this! He says: “Please, come, I am suffering without you!” Can 
you resist that on the basis of your free will? We cannot! We come running and sell our soul: 
“Here it is, take!” So what is attractive power of Krishna? This is the emotions. He is not 
without emotions: “Well, if you want to suffer, then do it!” Usually we, human beings, are 
crying for God. But from rasa literature we can understand that Krishna is crying for the 
living entities. This is the special, the unique quality of Bhakti – that we are running after 
Krishna and Krishna is running after us. Everybody is losing his or her own free will. How 
many times Krishna and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu say: “I am not free, I am your servant, you 
just tell Me what to do, I will do.” Krishna says in the “Gita”: “I am not independent, I am 
dependent on My servants.” Mahaprabhu says: “Please, let Me go, give me permission to start 
because I am not independent.” So this is the beauty of emotional contact – that we lose our 
false independence. And happily we get rid of that! “Yes! I belong to You!”  

So I think free will is not only a theoretical question. Free choice or free will is also to 
be sacrificed to Krishna. Krishna is fully free. He is absolutely free to do anything that He 
likes. And jiva or the spiritual soul is just like very small, tiny Krishna. Like father, like son; 
He has freedom, you have also freedom. But His freedom is unlimited and absolute and our 
freedom is limited and more or less illusory. And in the final sense illusory, because Krishna 
is waiting for you. He does not want to let you take the bad experience.  

The starting point for jiva is the tatastha-shakti. This is a neutral position; nothing is 
manifest there, only some basic level of existence. We exist, nothing else. But from that 
neutral position there is a kind of energy that kicks you out – to break this neutral position, to 
start the movement, to start life, in order to get the best experience. Jivas can start in two 
directions. Some of them are directly invited into the concrete spiritual realm. Others are 
hurled down, kicked out into the material sphere. We could say that this is cruel. But it is not, 
it is for our benefit. And it is said that actually Radharani stops the neutral position and kicks 
you out in order to make this round trip in the material sphere and come back quickly. So 
kicking out from the neutral existential position is a big dose of mercy. Although we have to 
take so much bitter experience here in the material realm, this is still according to the divine 
mercy. “Comeback to Me! Realize yourself that you don’t belong here, you belong to Me!” 
And Krishna will take away all false conceptions. He wants you, He does not want your free 
choice.  

So from this point of view I consider free will to be very illusory. Do you agree, to 
some extent? This is a very good question, very good topic to meditate. But actually the 
whole Vedic, the whole Indian vision is that everybody will achieve liberation. So nobody is 
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excluded from salvation. That is very generous philosophy. By taking the bad experience we 
only make a tour; but immediately if you want, you can get the chance.  

So, we should use our free will to serve the Lord and to satisfy the devotees and to 
embrace rasa.  
 
 
 

43. Principles of Bhakti in short 
 

Just to mention the nine elements of Bhakti: first is shravanam, that is hearing, 
listening. Listening to the good news: divine arrangement exists and love is the way. The 
beautiful stories and teachings about the Lord’s presence are very beneficial for the soul. But 
to listen only is not enough. By proper listening we shall be able to reciprocate the lesson that 
we have learned. That is kirtanam – to glorify the Lord. So don’t be satisfied only by listening 
about Him, find a way to glorify Him. Be an active principle; not only a passive receiver, but 
an active person to vibrate. Because it is said: if you can explain something, then you really 
know it. Of course, it is also said that those who know, they don’t tell; those who half know, 
they explain; and those who don’t know, they teach. I feel like this myself. I don’t know 
anything from this spiritual science, still I try to repeat what I have heard from my masters.  

And if we have listened and if we have glorified – then we shall remember. If you 
have experience, if you have a taste, you will always remember that. In this way, step by step, 
all the different departments of our body are used in this divine connection. Your ear, your 
tongue, your mind, etc.  

And finally the ninth principle – just to give it short – ninth principle is self dedication, 
dedication of the self. To put it very simply – that you do everything with your affection. Not 
in an official way, not in obligatory way, but with heart and soul. This is what we want to 
learn from our superiors – how they love God and how to adjust that to our lives.  

 
 
 

44. The great circles of time 
 

There are many different ways and paths to approach God. We practice the Bhakti 
path; this is the devotional path, where you can try to establish a very personal, intimate and 
loving connection with God. We follow the teachings of Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, who 
appeared about 520 years ago. So, in order to glorify this beautiful approach to the Supreme, 
we shall read from His life. 

Two stalwart devotees of Lord Chaitanya are talking as we are joining the story. They 
were discussing who is more unqualified in the service. Usually when people come together 
on certain subject, they talk about how much they are qualified to do the job. But these saintly 
people are really humble. They compete in being useless in the divine service. One says: “I 
am sick, therefore I am not fit for the service.” The other says: “No, you are very appropriate 
for service, I am more fallen.” Finally they came to the conclusion: “Both of us are blessed!”  

“Sanātana Gosvāmī replied, "O Haridāsa Ṭhākura (these are the two personalities), 
who is equal to you? You are one of the associates of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. Therefore 
you are the most fortunate. The mission of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, for which He has 
descended as an incarnation, is to spread the importance of chanting the holy name of the 
Lord. Now instead of personally doing so, He is spreading it through you.”82  

                                                 
82 Chaitanya Charitamrita, Antya-lila 4.99-100 
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This is a very important message here. Time changes in great circles and these great 
circles are called yugas - like many hundreds and thousands of years. Quite long periods. But 
these specific periods they do have special means, by which people can come closer to God. 
What do you think, in what type of age we live now? Is it a good age or not so good? Good? 
Very good, finally a satisfied person! But actually we are living in the Iron Age. Iron Аge of 
quarrels and misunderstandings. It is happening all the time. The first period was the Golden 
Age and in the Golden Age the most appropriate method to approach God was meditation. 
People like the word “meditation” these days also, but it is very difficult for them to sit in one 
place for ten minutes, right? For meditation you have to absorb your mind, to control your 
body in fixed position for half a day. So, later on, when people became less and less qualified 
for doing this difficult method, they got a second method – that was the sacrifices. Like great 
ritual offerings to God, so complicated, that in the early 80’s some western scientists decided 
to trace and take part in а Vedic ceremony. This was five or seven days long ceremony, just 
imagine, there were hundreds of people taking part. Just to give some idea how complicated 
this system is: in this ceremony they built a fire altar from bricks, this is a five layered fire 
altar, huge, bigger than this room. And all the different bricks have a specific name. And they 
have to be put in a specific order, every layer in a different order, of course. And on certain 
levels, between certain bricks you must insert some little pebbles. So it is a very complicated 
system. There is no handbook for this, but the local brahmins in small villages in South India 
know everything by heart. And, for example, every day all the participants must have brand 
new clothes. Hundreds of kgs. of rice and gold and this and that should be offered in this 
sacrifice – very complicated. So it is not very practical these days. Therefore in the Third Age 
ritual temple worship was recommended. But even that became very difficult and complicated 
for humans, therefore now, for this age, for the present age, the worship of God through the 
holy names is recommended.  

 
 

45. Dance with God 
 

You can find the worship of God through the holy names in all major religions. What 
is the second part for example of the Lord’s Prayer?  

Champaka: „Hallowed be Thy name”. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Correct. So it is there! Although not very obvious and not so 

elaborate practice is there, but it is mentioned: hallowed be Thy name. Or in the Islam 
tradition, sufi mysticism, how many names of God they have? Ninety nine. So from this we 
can understand that the holy name is there in all the different religions and traditions. And in 
Bhakti a special importance is given to the holy name. God can be glorified through the holy 
names and in the holy names, because nama and nami are no different. That is very much 
different from the everyday perception. Let’s take an example: when I am thirsty and I will 
chant the name: “water, water”, my thirst will not diminish. So there is a difference between 
the name and the subject. Not with God. He is not different from His name. When we say: 
“Krishna, Krishna”, then He is dancing on the lips of His devotee. Is there anything more to 
be achieved? Dance with God. 

Therefore the holy name is the perfect meditation for the present age. And Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu brought a special mantra for this. This is a combination of different aspects and 
different names of God. One is Krishna and this is not a sectarian name, but it means The all-
attractive, God as an all-attractive personality. So if we want to name God – which is quite a 
demanding task – we can say that He is very attractive. He is not only creator, maintainer and 
this and that, but He is very attractive. Just think; try to imagine God as attractive thing – that 
is Krishna. Then this Krishna is attractive, because He is very beautiful. We are naturally 
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attracted to beauty. Is there any person, any human being who says: “I don’t like beauty”? “I 
like only ugly things.” I did not meet such a person so far, so we are attracted to beauty. And 
Krishna is ultimate beauty, but He is not alone. Ultimate Love, divine Love is always with 
Him. That is Hare, or Hara in vocative. And Rama – Rama has different meanings, but one 
meaning is that happiness, that spiritual happiness, that comes from the union of Beauty and 
Love.  

Therefore this mantra is very special, this mantra is used in personal meditation. And 
they also sing, sing it together, aloud. When you chant it alone it is very powerful; when you 
chant it together with other pure hearted persons, then its power is multiplied.  
 
 
 

46. 300,000 
(part one) 

 
“Sanātana Gosvāmī replied, "O Haridāsa Ṭhākura), who is equal to you? You are one 

of the associates of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. Therefore you are the most fortunate. The 
mission of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, for which He has descended as an incarnation, is to 
spread the importance of chanting the holy name of the Lord. Now instead of personally 
doing so, He is spreading it through you.”83  

So here we understood from the talk of these great saints that Mahaprabhu could not 
fully do Himself all the duties that He came for, so He gave the chance to His servants also to 
join the mission, to make them more glorious. Sanatana was helping Him to clear some 
philosophical topics and Haridasa Thakura was an authority on the holy names.  

Sanatana said: "My dear sir, you are chanting the holy name 300,000 times daily and 
informing everyone of the importance of such chanting.”84 

300,000 names, mantras! We have our rosary, this is 108 beads. So it takes a few 
minutes to accomplish one round, so to say. He was chanting 300,000 names. Maybe it does 
not sound too much, but if you calculate, it is about eight hours work.  

Somebody: Much more! 
Tirtha Maharaj: Maybe for you… Because if somebody penetrates deep, it is more 

time. You know, the beads are there for counting. And sometimes devotees are so pure 
hearted, that they don’t know even how to use their beads. This is a very nice chain – that 
from the bigger you start and then finally you come to the smaller ones. To complete one 
circle means from the big you come to the small. Once there was a devotee and at that time 
they were chanting together. And when everybody already finished this chanting meditation, 
that guy finished for twice as long time late. After some time they inquired: “Prabhu, how is it 
that your mantra meditation is so deep and so long?” And then he explained: “You know, I 
make my round coming from here to there and from there to here.” So naturally it took twice 
as long for him.  

So, this Haridas Thakur was chanting for long, long hours. You can imagine – he did 
not have a job, he did not have a boss, he did not have a business to run, although his business 
was to distribute the glories of the holy name, his boss was God himself, and yes, very 
important, his office was under a tree. This tree is a very special tree. This is standing in 
Jagannatha Puri, one famous pilgrimage place in India, it is called bakula tree. From this tree 
they usually prepare toothpicks for Jagannatha. One of such used toothpicks was put into the 
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earth and from that stick the whole tree started to grow. And under the shade of this tree 
Haridas Thakur was sitting and chanting. This is a very potent holy place. There you can find 
the dimensions change. Time and space are just changing the dimensions. It is very special. 
So if anybody wants to improve his or her chanting capacities should go there and pray. This 
place is very famous because this tree is a wish fulfilling tree. And on the walls around the 
tree there is some message that “this tree is a wish fulfilling tree, it works for free, but if your 
desires are fulfilled, please, donate 50 rupees to the temple.” So you don’t have to pay in 
advance. First you check it and if it works, then you don’t forget where did you get the 
blessings. Very important message! Because as soon as blessings come to us, we easily think 
that this is our own property.  

 
 
 

47. 300,000 
(part two) 

 
Haridas Thakur was chanting under the bakula tree and he was meditating on the 

temple of the Lord. And there is a secret for his chanting so much. In India 100,000 they call 
“one lakha”. And he was chanting three lakhas for specific purposes and in different ways. 
One lakha he was chanting in the mind, only thinking. The second lakha he was chanting in a 
very soft voice, whispering. And the third lakha he was chanting loud. Why he was doing like 
this? Do you remember? 

Prema Bindu: In order to use all the senses. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Very good, very good idea, close to the essence. What was that? 
Shyamasundara: Chanting in the mind is to achieve calm state of mind.  
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes. 
Shyamasundara: While chanting whispering… 
Tirtha Maharaj: Well, let’s stop on this stage. So if we chant our prayers, any kind of 

prayers, or the mahamantra in our mind, in our heart and soul, then it will bring peace of 
mind for us. I think this is very important! Because these days we are so much under the 
influence of the outside world, so many impulses are coming to us, so much disturbance is 
there. So if you want to protect yourself from all these influences, you should chant the holy 
names in your mind and you will have peace of mind. Just like an inner shield to protect 
yourselves.  

So first he was chanting for his inner peace of mind. What do you think, what was the 
second lakha for? What can we expect more than inner peace?  

Prema Bindu: Blessings of God.  
Tirtha Maharaj: Very close. The second reason was to achieve his own liberation, 

purification. Therefore he was chanting it a little louder, to be able to hear. Because, 
remember, we were discussing: hearing and chanting, chanting and hearing. You can provide 
a feedback for yourself. So for his spiritual benefit he was chanting in a soft tone. And finally 
for sharing the blessings, to liberate all the other living entities around him – for that reason 
he was chanting loud, so that others also hear. Like the trees, mosquitoes, this and that. 
Therefore he was chanting that much.  

Yashoda: Shall we try like Haridas Thakur to chant in three stages – in the mind, 
softly and loudly? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Loud! Loud is the best. Because all other is included there. If we 
want to help all living entities, naturally we help ourselves; we gain our peace of mind, like 
this. 
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Still it shows that one simple mantra meditation will work on different levels. Hare 
Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, 
Hare Hare. 

 
 
 

48. Vaishnava Academy 
 

"Some behave very well but do not preach the cult of Kṛṣṇa consciousness, whereas 
others preach but do not behave properly.“85 

I think we all know these people. One is talking, but not practicing; other is practicing, 
but not talking; third is not practicing and not talking. This is nice, this is correct: I don’t 
practice and I don’t talk. If somebody is not practicing but talking, that is called cheating. And 
if somebody is practicing, but not talking, he is called selfish. Is there any other option?  

Yamuna: Practicing and talking. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Who practices and talks. That is called teacher, saintly teacher. 

Practicing and talking. Sometimes practicing and practicing, other times talking and talking. 
Depending on the situation – what is most necessary to do. But please, always try to 
remember this ideal: practice what you preach. Oh, no, that is not good, because there can be 
a false direction also. Practice nice in devotional service and you can talk about it.  

"But you, dear Haridas, simultaneously perform both duties in relation to the holy 
name by your personal behavior and by your preaching. Therefore you are the spiritual 
master of the entire world, for you are the most advanced devotee in the world." In this way 
the two of them passed their time discussing subjects concerning Kṛṣṇa. Thus they enjoyed 
life together.”86 

So, if you want to enjoy with other saints, what should be done?  
Somebody: To become a saint. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Good idea. Maybe not so popular or not so practical, so to say. But I 

think you hit the target, because this is the essential solution: come together with other saintly 
persons, listen, glorify, serve, do something about your faith. Faith without activities is dead. 
This is the way to enjoy life: sit under a tree and discuss about Krishna.  

Once we were talking with some devotee about the Vaishnava Academy. And you 
know when you hear the word “academy” you think of big buildings and hierarchical system 
and something very theoretical. And you know, he was a little reluctant to build big buildings. 
I could see in his eyes that he was not very inspired to hear about the Vaishnava Academy. So 
he inquired: “And what is this like? How do you think?” And you know we were sitting in 
one room - the two of us - and I said: “Like this. We come together and talk about Krishna – 
this is the Vaishnava Academy.” He said: “I join! This kind of academy I like.” Because 
actually this is according to the ancient traditional rule: come closer to your spiritual master, 
take the message, take the teachings from him, in exchange give a little service and live with 
the wisdom that you have got. From this you can see that devotional life is so living.  
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49. The notebook of the heart 

 
First of all we should live for our own spiritual benefit, then we should be useful for 

our fellow human beings and other living entities and finally we should live for the glory of 
God. Three levels of your existence: one little part for yourself, a bigger part for your brothers 
and sisters and the greatest part for your Lord. So be useful for yourself, helpful for others and 
glorious for God. Write this in the notebook of your heart.  

Question of Ramvijay: Gurudev, you mentioned these three levels. And first and 
second is more or less possible to understand: one is for myself, two is for my brothers. But 
how can we be sure that the third part is not cheating, as we never saw God? 

Tirtha Maharaj: How come?! Is it possible?! You are standing here, how you cannot 
see? (showing the altar) 

Ramvijay: I mean if I see a piece of wood? 
Tirtha Maharaj: That is too bad.  
Ramvijay: … and then I listen to the advice and I think: okay, one and two I can 

understand, but what is this three, I don’t understand.  
Tirtha Maharaj: If you can understand one and two, then you can understand three 

also. But, all right, if someone cannot see God personally, then at least he can see His work. 
You can see the creation, you can see the nature, you can see the arrangement, you can see 
His servants. You can see what is connected to Him. Like father like son. From the son you 
can understand the sun. From the servant you can understand the guru. So from the effect you 
can understand the cause also, because they are connected. 

And if we are not sure in certain moments, we should ask an authority, who knows: 
“Please, my master, can you tell me, if I do this, is it correct service of God?” I very rarely 
hear such questions. Most probably because everybody is very nicely performing the duties. 
And everybody is sure and fixed in the service of God. But in case not, then you ask: “Is this 
the way? Am I right?” Because sometimes we give up earlier than necessary. For example 
you buy a flat on leasing and you pay, you pay, you pay – ten years are gone and still it is not 
your property. So you give it up: “I’ve had enough of paying every month. No result, it’s not 
mine.” This is called stupidity, right? Because you don’t go to the end of the process. Or you 
enroll a university and after two weeks you say: “Ah, this is not my place. This university 
does not meet my standards. Better I give it up.” In this way you will never have a diploma. 
We have to understand that there are certain difficulties that we have to take in order to 
achieve some goal. Unfortunately life is such arranged.  

So always find an authority who can help us, who will inspire us in our spiritual 
activities. I repeat: who inspires us in our spiritual activities. So if guru cuts your material 
desires, don’t run away.  
 

 
 

50. Truth in plural and Truth with capital letter 
 
 

Question of Yadunath: Gurudev, can you please tell us some more about truth in this 
age and with your help and support how could we know truth, how can we serve and be 
lovingly dedicated without missing the truth.  

Tirtha Maharaj: First of all we should distinguish between truth and Truth with 
capital letter. Because the first one is in plural. On the relative platform we will find many, 
many different small truths, which most of the time contradict each other. From this you can 
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understand that this is relative truth. This is the way to identify. But the Truth always wins. 
The Truth always wins. So if you see something winning, that is the Truth. If you see 
something contradicting others’ relative truths, that is relative.  

And we should also distinguish between the level of material truthfulness and the 
Divine Truth, Absolute Truth. Because the truth on the material platform is killing. That truth 
is arrangement of justice. Tooth for a tooth, eye for an eye. It will lead to humanity without 
eyes and without teeth. So that truth does not really help us. We should go beyond this 
adjustment of justice. But I have learned that here in Bulgaria you have a proverb: “Law is a 
gate to an open field.” So material, relative truth leads nowhere. There is no comfort in the 
truth. Pain is what you will find by this. So don’t be satisfied with the material truth!  

We should go for the Divine Truth. And that is first the existential power. Life comes 
from life. Life is the basic principle of existence. That life must be an intelligent life, 
conscious life. And finally it must be a loving life. This is the basic, divine hierarchy: 
existence, consciousness and bliss. This is the real Truth. And that Divine Truth makes us 
happy. It makes us forget about the tooth and the eye, about the laws and the doors to 
nowhere, about all the suffering that we have perceived during this lifetime, and makes us 
sing and dance in ecstasy.  

Truth must have an effect on you. Such truth that does not touch you is - a dead thing. 
Divine Truth must be so attractive, that you are ready to join it! We are limited, we are not 
ready to understand Divine Truth, still it is so beautiful and so charming, that you are ready to 
join it. And if this Absolute Truth has touched our heart and soul, we cannot do anything else 
but serve that higher truth. And by this service you will get the nectar. So, anybody who 
wants to have the nectar, don’t waste the time! Start serving the higher, superior Divine Truth! 
And don’t forget, stupid people believe in chance, the intelligent ones believe in karma, 
truthful arrangement; but the wise men believe in Divine Mercy. So we can say that Divine 
Mercy overrules truth. Therefore this is the final and ultimate element in our process – 
unconditional Divine Mercy. This is our Truth.  

Somebody: But we create it, no? 
Tirtha Maharaj: If we would create, this would be relative. It is coming from above. 

We cannot exercise Divine Mercy. We are of different category. God can exercise His 
unlimited mercy in unlimited ways to His devotees. But just imagine all of a sudden an ocean 
of mercy is coming to you, just wiping you away like anything! Therefore Krishna gives it 
proportionately, do not overdose mercy. Few drops, like medicine. Few drops, but every day. 
Every day you have to take to come to your healthy condition.  

 
 
 

51. Eye-to-eye contact 
 
 

Yadunath: As you mentioned three spheres: me, the others and God, how could we 
serve Divine Truth in those three spheres? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Jive-doya name-ruchi vaishnava-seva. So how can we serve 
ourselves? First we have to be merciful for others and to ourselves also. How can you be 
merciful for yourself? I will not join the campaign of the nowadays very popular, pseudo-
spiritual processes: “Love yourself!” No. You should be merciful to yourself. That means: 
give yourself a chance, don’t miss the chance of taking part in mercy. Don’t obstruct the flow 
of divine mercy. That means merciful to yourself – to give yourself a chance. I think this is 
quite obvious – don’t oppose the divine arrangement coming to. And to feed myself means 
name-ruchi: to take the higher taste for the holy name. And finally – serve the devotees: 
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vaishnava-seva – by this we can express our gratitude. Because they are connected to God, 
therefore if we offer our service to Krishna through them, this is a safe way.  

Bhakti-yoga is a kind of mystic way. Yoga means to be connected to God. And Bhakti 
gives the quality of that connection – divine, loving, affectionate feelings. And connection 
means minimum two parties, there is a subject and there is an object; time is there and 
connection is there. And if there is a connection, there is a flow. If I block the flow, there is no 
connection, practically. And that flow is heart-to-heart flow. And there is eye-to-eye contact... 
It is very difficult to go on. So don’t stop, don’t block the flow. It will tell us everything. I 
think I cannot really go on, I am sorry…  

Some teachers die when they mention eye-to-eye contact. When they talk about the 
eye-to-eye contact of Radha and Krishna, then they all of a sudden stop the lecture, go to their 
rooms and die.  

So there is a flow, connection means flow. What was the question…? 
Ramvijay: About the serving on the three different spheres. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Ah yes, yes, yes. Sorry. So I think we could understand our personal 

dimension – that we help ourselves more or less. But how can we serve the other two planes? 
We should always be mindful of the two principles. One is the human and the other is the 
divine. If, serving the humans, you forget about the divine, sooner or later you will be 
frustrated. Do you agree? Sooner or later there will be some mistake. If, serving God, I forget 
about the humans, it’s a mistake from the beginning. So we should always have in mind these 
two principles – the human and the divine. In “Shrimad Bhagavatam” it is said: “It is a wasted 
oblation if somebody is offering respects to Me in the temples, but neglects the living 
entities.”87 So the two somehow must go together. Because finally, ultimately, we, all the 
living entities, are brothers and sisters, we belong to the same family of God. But that is 
practically true, if you see only the human side, sooner or later you will see some mistakes. 
Reality is always different. You think that the other person is like that, and he is not. So we 
should not forget about the divine principle. And if you offer your services in this manner, 
though a person to divinity, you will never be frustrated. What you have given, don’t mind! If 
you have given this to God, it is not wasted.  

 
 
 
 

52. Material and spiritual prosperity 
 
 

Question: What about material and spiritual prosperity going together nicely? Isn’t it 
necessary?  

Tirtha Maharaj: We might think that this is necessary, still sometimes it does not 
happen.  

Question: But why? 
Tirtha Maharaj: For our benefit. Once there was a young man, who was worshipping 

Lakshmi Devi – Lakshmi is the goddess of fortune. He was worshipping very deeply from the 
heart and always offering the best flowers and most beautiful hymns to glorify her. No 
attention, no reply. He was going on for years without any reply from his goddess. So finally 
he gave it up and started a normal life. Still he was a nice man and when he was old - again in 
a shrine, a temple of Lakshmi Devi - he remembered his worship. So again he repeated his 
prayers and Lakshmi Devi all of a sudden appeared to him. Lakshmi Devi asked: “What can I 
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do for you, my dear?” He said: “Now?! You came too late. I am an old guy; I was starving all 
life long! I was worshipping you when I was young and you did not come! Why? How can 
you be so cruel?!” Then Lakshmi Devi said: “My dear son, this was for your benefit. At that 
time you were full of material desires. If I had satisfied your material desires, then we could 
not have met now.”  

So sometimes you might think that this is a failure, losing something, but actually this 
is for our benefit. If you have lost your money, you did not lose anything. Remember! If you 
have lost your health, you have lost something. But if you have lost your purity of heart and 
good character, then you have lost everything. If you have lost your morals, so to say… 

Somebody: I cannot say that moral is strictly defined. 
Tirtha Maharaj: For us it is.  
Somebody: It is something like the law. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, after some time. 
Somebody: And you also admired this Bulgarian proverb that the law is a gate to an 

open field. 
Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, but this is a Divine Law. It’s a little different. 
 
 
 
 
 

53. The proper pronunciation of the Maha-mantra 
 
 

Question of Shyamasundara: When we recite the Maha-mantra in japa meditation is 
there a certain correct way, or we are just chanting it? 

Tirtha Maharaj: Yes, cry! Cry! This is the proper method. But what did you mean? 
Shyamasundara: Well, I mean that I have come across a couple of times on a 

mention that each mantra is supposed to be chanted and pronounced in a specific way and 
with a specific rhythm and so on. 

Tirtha Maharaj: But this mantra is a maha-mantra, it’s a super mantra. So it is not 
restricted and even the reflection of that mantra will help. Like you have here some sausages 
called Sachi. Sausages are not really beneficial in spiritual practices. Still as this is the name 
of the mother of Lord Chaitanya, sooner or later people who buy or sell, they will be purified. 
So even the reflection of the holy name will help. 

But what is the proper pronunciation of the name Krishna? You know that this is 
Govinda. Because He is the sweet cowherd who will make us happy. But what is the proper 
pronunciation of the name Radha? This was the proper pronunciation – when your voice 
chokes up. When you cannot say. Until you can pronounce your mantra, you are not in 
ecstasy. When you are in ecstasy, you cannot tell your mantra. Just like Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu on the procession of Lord Jagannatha. He was dancing in front of the cart and He 
was shouting: “Ja ja ga ga du du…” This was all that He could say. This is ecstasy. So, when 
next time your spiritual master comes and asks: “Have you chanted your rounds?” you say: 
“No, I was in ecstasy, my dear master!” That is a false excuse.  

Once a devotee asked Shrila Prabhupada: “Prabhupada, when I am chanting, I just feel 
like a blue person appearing to me and it’s such a wonderful feeling!” Prabhupada said: “Go 
on chanting, it will disappear.”  

Real chanting is something very deep. 
 
 


